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514 PERSONNEL COMMISSION MEETINGS 

 

Government Code Sections 

 

54953. (a) All meetings of the legislative body of a local agency shall be open and 

public, and all persons shall be permitted to attend any meeting of the legislative 

body of a local agency, except as otherwise provided in this chapter. 
 

(b) (1) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, the legislative body of a local 

agency may use teleconferencing for the benefit of the public and the legislative 

body of a local agency in connection with any meeting or proceeding authorized 

by law. The teleconferenced meeting or proceeding shall comply with all 

otherwise applicable requirements of this chapter and all otherwise applicable 

provisions of law relating to a specific type of meeting or proceeding. 

 

(2) Teleconferencing, as authorized by this section, may be used for all purposes 

in connection with any meeting within the subject matter jurisdiction of the 

legislative body. If the legislative body of a local agency elects to use 

teleconferencing, the legislative body of a local agency shall comply with all of 

the following: 

 

(A) All votes taken during a teleconferenced meeting shall be by rollcall. 

 

(B) The teleconferenced meetings shall be conducted in a manner that protects the 

statutory and constitutional rights of the parties or the public appearing before the 

legislative body of a local agency. 

 

(C) The legislative body shall give notice of the meeting and post agendas as 

otherwise required by this chapter. 
 

(D) The legislative body shall allow members of the public to access the meeting 

and the agenda shall provide an opportunity for members of the public to address 

the legislative body directly pursuant to Section 54954.3. 

 

(3) If the legislative body of a local agency elects to use teleconferencing, it shall 

post agendas at all teleconference locations. Each teleconference location shall be 

identified in the notice and agenda of the meeting or proceeding, and each 

teleconference location shall be accessible to the public. During the 

teleconference, at least a quorum of the members of the legislative body shall 

participate from locations within the boundaries of the territory over which the 

local agency exercises jurisdiction, except as provided in subdivisions (d) and (e). 

 

(c) (1) No legislative body shall take action by secret ballot, whether preliminary 

or final. 

 

(2) The legislative body of a local agency shall publicly report any action taken 

and the vote or abstention on that action of each member present for the action. 



 LOS ANGELES COMMUNITY COLLEGE DISTRICT 

 PERSONNEL COMMISSION 

 514 

LAW AND RULES January 11, 2023 

  

PERSONNEL COMMISSION MEETINGS 514 

Page 2 of 19 

(3) Prior to taking final action, the legislative body shall orally report a summary 

of a recommendation for a final action on the salaries, salary schedules, or 

compensation paid in the form of fringe benefits of a local agency executive, as 

defined in subdivision (d) of Section 3511.1, during the open meeting in which 

the final action is to be taken. This paragraph shall not affect the public’s right 

under the California Public Records Act (Division 10 (commencing with Section 

7920.000) of Title 1) to inspect or copy records created or received in the process 

of developing the recommendation. 

 

(d) (1) Notwithstanding the provisions relating to a quorum in paragraph (3) of 

subdivision (b), if a health authority conducts a teleconference meeting, members 

who are outside the jurisdiction of the authority may be counted toward the 

establishment of a quorum when participating in the teleconference if at least 50 

percent of the number of members that would establish a quorum are present 

within the boundaries of the territory over which the authority exercises 

jurisdiction, and the health authority provides a teleconference number, and 

associated access codes, if any, that allows any person to call in to participate in 

the meeting and the number and access codes are identified in the notice and 

agenda of the meeting. 

 

(2) Nothing in this subdivision shall be construed as discouraging health authority 

members from regularly meeting at a common physical site within the jurisdiction 

of the authority or from using teleconference locations within or near the 

jurisdiction of the authority. A teleconference meeting for which a quorum is 

established pursuant to this subdivision shall be subject to all other requirements 

of this section. 

 

(3) For purposes of this subdivision, a health authority means any entity created 

pursuant to Sections 14018.7, 14087.31, 14087.35, 14087.36, 14087.38, and 

14087.9605 of the Welfare and Institutions Code, any joint powers authority 

created pursuant to Article 1 (commencing with Section 6500) of Chapter 5 of 

Division 7 for the purpose of contracting pursuant to Section 14087.3 of the 

Welfare and Institutions Code, and any advisory committee to a county-sponsored 

health plan licensed pursuant to Chapter 2.2 (commencing with Section 1340) of 

Division 2 of the Health and Safety Code if the advisory committee has 12 or more 

members. 

 

(e) (1) The legislative body of a local agency may use teleconferencing without 

complying with the requirements of paragraph (3) of subdivision (b) if the 

legislative body complies with the requirements of paragraph (2) of this 

subdivision in either of the following circumstances: 

 

(A) The legislative body holds a meeting during a proclaimed state of emergency 

for the purpose of determining, by majority vote, whether as a result of the 

emergency, meeting in person would present imminent risks to the health or safety 

of attendees. 
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(B) The legislative body holds a meeting during a proclaimed state of emergency 

and has determined, by majority vote, pursuant to subparagraph (A), that, as a 

result of the emergency, meeting in person would present imminent risks to the 

health or safety of attendees. 

 

(2) A legislative body that holds a meeting pursuant to this subdivision shall do 

all of the following: 

 

(A) In each instance in which notice of the time of the teleconferenced meeting is 

otherwise given or the agenda for the meeting is otherwise posted, the legislative 

body shall also give notice of the means by which members of the public may 

access the meeting and offer public comment. The agenda shall identify and 

include an opportunity for all persons to attend via a call-in option or an internet-

based service option. 

 

(B) In the event of a disruption that prevents the legislative body from 

broadcasting the meeting to members of the public using the call-in option or 

internet-based service option, or in the event of a disruption within the local 

agency’s control that prevents members of the public from offering public 

comments using the call-in option or internet-based service option, the legislative 

body shall take no further action on items appearing on the meeting agenda until 

public access to the meeting via the call-in option or internet-based service option 

is restored. Actions taken on agenda items during a disruption that prevents the 

legislative body from broadcasting the meeting may be challenged pursuant to 

Section 54960.1. 

 

(C) The legislative body shall not require public comments to be submitted in 

advance of the meeting and must provide an opportunity for the public to address 

the legislative body and offer comment in real time. 

 

(D) Notwithstanding Section 54953.3, an individual desiring to provide public 

comment through the use of an internet website, or other online platform, not 

under the control of the local legislative body, that requires registration to log in 

to a teleconference may be required to register as required by the third-party 

internet website or online platform to participate. 

 

(E) (i) A legislative body that provides a timed public comment period for each 

agenda item shall not close the public comment period for the agenda item, or the 

opportunity to register, pursuant to subparagraph (D), to provide public comment 

until that timed public comment period has elapsed. 

 

(ii) A legislative body that does not provide a timed public comment period, but 

takes public comment separately on each agenda item, shall allow a reasonable 

amount of time per agenda item to allow public members the opportunity to 

provide public comment, including time for members of the public to register 

pursuant to subparagraph (D), or otherwise be recognized for the purpose of 

providing public comment. 
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(iii) A legislative body that provides a timed general public comment period that 

does not correspond to a specific agenda item shall not close the public comment 

period or the opportunity to register, pursuant to subparagraph (D), until the timed 

general public comment period has elapsed. 

 

(3) If a state of emergency remains active, in order to continue to teleconference 

without compliance with paragraph (3) of subdivision (b), the legislative body 

shall, not later than 45 days after teleconferencing for the first time pursuant to 

subparagraph (A) or (B) of paragraph (1), and every 45 days thereafter, make the 

following findings by majority vote: 

 

(A) The legislative body has reconsidered the circumstances of the state of 

emergency. 

 

(B) The state of emergency continues to directly impact the ability of the members 

to meet safely in person. 

 

(4) This subdivision shall not be construed to require the legislative body to 

provide a physical location from which the public may attend or comment. 

 

(f) (1) The legislative body of a local agency may use teleconferencing without 

complying with paragraph (3) of subdivision (b) if, during the teleconference 

meeting, at least a quorum of the members of the legislative body participates in 

person from a singular physical location clearly identified on the agenda, which 

location shall be open to the public and situated within the boundaries of the 

territory over which the local agency exercises jurisdiction and the legislative 

body complies with all of the following: 

 

(A) The legislative body shall provide at least one of the following as a means by 

which the public may remotely hear and visually observe the meeting, and 

remotely address the legislative body: 

 

(i) A two-way audiovisual platform. 

 

(ii) A two-way telephonic service and a live webcasting of the meeting. 

 

(B) In each instance in which notice of the time of the teleconferenced meeting is 

otherwise given or the agenda for the meeting is otherwise posted, the legislative 

body shall also give notice of the means by which members of the public may 

access the meeting and offer public comment. 

 

(C) The agenda shall identify and include an opportunity for all persons to attend 

and address the legislative body directly pursuant to Section 54954.3 via a call-in 

option, via an internet-based service option, and at the in-person location of the 

meeting. 
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(D) In the event of a disruption that prevents the legislative body from 

broadcasting the meeting to members of the public using the call-in option or 

internet-based service option, or in the event of a disruption within the local 

agency’s control that prevents members of the public from offering public 

comments using the call-in option or internet-based service option, the legislative 

body shall take no further action on items appearing on the meeting agenda until 

public access to the meeting via the call-in option or internet-based service option 

is restored. Actions taken on agenda items during a disruption that prevents the 

legislative body from broadcasting the meeting may be challenged pursuant to 

Section 54960.1. 

 

(E) The legislative body shall not require public comments to be submitted in 

advance of the meeting and must provide an opportunity for the public to address 

the legislative body and offer comment in real time. 

 

(F) Notwithstanding Section 54953.3, an individual desiring to provide public 

comment through the use of an internet website, or other online platform, not 

under the control of the local legislative body, that requires registration to log in 

to a teleconference may be required to register as required by the third-party 

internet website or online platform to participate. 

 

(2) A member of the legislative body shall only participate in the meeting remotely 

pursuant to this subdivision, if all of the following requirements are met: 

 

(A) One of the following circumstances applies: 

(i) The member notifies the legislative body at the earliest opportunity possible, 

including at the start of a regular meeting, of their need to participate remotely for 

just cause, including a general description of the circumstances relating to their 

need to appear remotely at the given meeting. The provisions of this clause shall 

not be used by any member of the legislative body for more than two meetings 

per calendar year. 

 

(ii) The member requests the legislative body to allow them to participate in the 

meeting remotely due to emergency circumstances and the legislative body takes 

action to approve the request. The legislative body shall request a general 

description of the circumstances relating to their need to appear remotely at the 

given meeting. A general description of an item generally need not exceed 20 

words and shall not require the member to disclose any medical diagnosis or 

disability, or any personal medical information that is already exempt under 

existing law, such as the Confidentiality of Medical Information Act (Chapter 1 

(commencing with Section 56) of Part 2.6 of Division 1 of the Civil Code). For 

the purposes of this clause, the following requirements apply: 

 

(I) A member shall make a request to participate remotely at a meeting pursuant 

to this clause as soon as possible. The member shall make a separate request for 

each meeting in which they seek to participate remotely. 
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(II) The legislative body may take action on a request to participate remotely at 

the earliest opportunity. If the request does not allow sufficient time to place 

proposed action on such a request on the posted agenda for the meeting for which 

the request is made, the legislative body may take action at the beginning of the 

meeting in accordance with paragraph (4) of subdivision (b) of Section 54954.2. 

 

(B) The member shall publicly disclose at the meeting before any action is taken, 

whether any other individuals 18 years of age or older are present in the room at 

the remote location with the member, and the general nature of the member’s 

relationship with any such individuals. 

 

(C) The member shall participate through both audio and visual technology. 

 

(3) (A) The provisions of this subdivision shall not serve as a means for any 

member of a legislative body to participate in meetings of the legislative body 

solely by teleconference from a remote location for more than the following 

number of meetings, as applicable: 

 

(i) Two meetings per year, if the legislative body regularly meets once per month 

or less. 

 

(ii) Five meetings per year, if the legislative body regularly meets twice per month. 

 

(iii) Seven meetings per year, if the legislative body regularly meets three or more 

times per month. 

 

(B) For the purpose of counting meetings attended by teleconference under this 

paragraph, a “meeting” shall be defined as any number of meetings of the 

legislative body of a local agency that begin on the same calendar day. 

 

(g) The legislative body shall have and implement a procedure for receiving and 

swiftly resolving requests for reasonable accommodation for individuals with 

disabilities, consistent with the federal Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 

(42 U.S.C. Sec. 12132), and resolving any doubt in favor of accessibility. In each 

instance in which notice of the time of the meeting is otherwise given or the 

agenda for the meeting is otherwise posted, the legislative body shall also give 

notice of the procedure for receiving and resolving requests for accommodation. 

(h) The legislative body shall conduct meetings subject to this chapter consistent 

with applicable civil rights and nondiscrimination laws. 

 

(i) (1) Nothing in this section shall prohibit a legislative body from providing the 

public with additional teleconference locations. 

 

(2) Nothing in this section shall prohibit a legislative body from providing the 

public with additional physical locations in which the public may observe and 

address the legislative body by electronic means. 
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(j) For the purposes of this section, the following definitions shall apply: 

 

(1) “Emergency circumstances” means a physical or family medical emergency 

that prevents a member from attending in person. 

 

(2) “Just cause” means any of the following: 

 

(A) A childcare or caregiving need of a child, parent, grandparent, grandchild, 

sibling, spouse, or domestic partner that requires them to participate remotely. 

“Child,” “parent,” “grandparent,” “grandchild,” and “sibling” have the same 

meaning as those terms do in Section 12945.2. 

 

(B) A contagious illness that prevents a member from attending in person. 

 

(C) A need related to a physical or mental disability as defined in Sections 12926 

and 12926.1 not otherwise accommodated by subdivision (g). 

 

(D) Travel while on official business of the legislative body or another state or 

local agency. 

 

(3) “Remote location” means a location from which a member of a legislative 

body participates in a meeting pursuant to subdivision (f), other than any physical 

meeting location designated in the notice of the meeting. Remote locations need 

not be accessible to the public. 

 

(4) “Remote participation” means participation in a meeting by teleconference at 

a location other than any physical meeting location designated in the notice of the 

meeting. Watching or listening to a meeting via webcasting or another similar 

electronic medium that does not permit members to interactively hear, discuss, or 

deliberate on matters, does not constitute remote participation. 

 

(5) “State of emergency” means a state of emergency proclaimed pursuant to 

Section 8625 of the California Emergency Services Act (Article 1 (commencing 

with Section 8550) of Chapter 7 of Division 1 of Title 2). 

 

(6) “Teleconference” means a meeting of a legislative body, the members of 

which are in different locations, connected by electronic means, through either 

audio or video, or both. 

 

(7) “Two-way audiovisual platform” means an online platform that provides 

participants with the ability to participate in a meeting via both an interactive video 

conference and a two-way telephonic function. 

 

(8) “Two-way telephonic service” means a telephone service that does not require 

internet access, is not provided as part of a two-way audiovisual platform, and 

allows participants to dial a telephone number to listen and verbally participate. 
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(9) “Webcasting” means a streaming video broadcast online or on television, 

using streaming media technology to distribute a single content source to many 

simultaneous listeners and viewers. 

 

(k) This section shall remain in effect only until January 1, 2026, and as of that 

date is repealed. 

 

54954. (a) Each legislative body of a local agency, except for advisory committees 

or standing committees, shall provide, by ordinance, resolution, bylaws, or by 

whatever other rule is required for the conduct of business by that body, the time 

and place for holding regular meetings. Meetings of advisory committees or 

standing committees, for which an agenda is posted at least 72 hours in advance 

of the meeting pursuant to subdivision (a) of Section 54954.2, shall be considered 

for purposes of this chapter as regular meetings of the legislative body. 

 

(b) Regular and special meetings of the legislative body shall be held within the 

boundaries of the territory over which the local agency exercises jurisdiction, 

except to do any of the following: 

 

(1) Comply with state or federal law or court order, or attend a judicial or 

administrative proceeding to which the local agency is a party. 

 

(2) Inspect real or personal property which cannot be conveniently brought 

within the boundaries of the territory over which the local agency exercises 

jurisdiction provided that the topic of the meeting is limited to items directly 

related to the real or personal property. 

 

(3) Participate in meetings or discussions of multiagency significance that are 

outside the boundaries of a local agency’s jurisdiction. However, any meeting 

or discussion held pursuant to this subdivision shall take place within the 

jurisdiction of one of the participating local agencies and be noticed by all 

participating agencies as provided for in this chapter. 

 

(4) Meet in the closest meeting facility if the local agency has no meeting 

facility within the boundaries of the territory over which the local agency 

exercises jurisdiction, or at the principal office of the local agency if that office 

is located outside the territory over which the agency exercises jurisdiction. 

 

(5) Meet outside their immediate jurisdiction with elected or appointed 

officials of the United States or the State of California when a local meeting 

would be impractical, solely to discuss a legislative or regulatory issue 

affecting the local agency and over which the federal or state officials have 

jurisdiction. 

 

(6) Meet outside their immediate jurisdiction if the meeting takes place in or 

nearby a facility owned by the agency, provided that the topic of the meeting 

is limited to items directly related to the facility. 
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(7) Visit the office of the local agency’s legal counsel for a closed session on 

pending litigation held pursuant to Section 54956.9, when to do so would 

reduce legal fees or costs. 

 

(c) Meetings of the governing board of a school district shall be held within 

the district, except under the circumstances enumerated in subdivision (b), or 

to do any of the following: 

 

(1) Attend a conference on nonadversarial collective bargaining techniques. 

 

(2) Interview members of the public residing in another district with reference 

to the trustees’ potential employment of an applicant for the position of the 

superintendent of the district. 

 

(3) Interview a potential employee from another district. 

 

(d) Meetings of a joint powers authority shall occur within the territory of at least 

one of its member agencies, or as provided in subdivision (b). However, a 

joint powers authority which has members throughout the state may meet at any 

facility in the state which complies with the requirements of Section 54961. 

 

(e) If, by reason of fire, flood, earthquake, or other emergency, it shall be unsafe 

to meet in the place designated, the meetings shall be held for the duration of the 

emergency at the place designated by the presiding officer of the legislative body 

or his or her designee in a notice to the local media that have requested notice 

pursuant to Section 54956, by the most rapid means of communication available 

at the time. 

 

54954.2 (a) (1) At least 72 hours before a regular meeting, the legislative body of 

the local agency, or its designee, shall post an agenda containing a brief general 

description of each item of business to be transacted or discussed at the meeting, 

including items to be discussed in closed session. A brief general description of 

an item generally need not exceed 20 words. The agenda shall specify the time 

and location of the regular meeting and shall be posted in a location that is freely 

accessible to members of the public and on the local agency’s Internet Web site, 

if the local agency has one. If requested, the agenda shall be made available in 

appropriate alternative formats to persons with a disability, as required by Section 

202 of the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (42 U.S.C. Sec. 12132), and 

the federal rules and regulations adopted in implementation thereof. The agenda 

shall include information regarding how, to whom, and when a request for 

disability-related modification or accommodation, including auxiliary aids or 

services, may be made by a person with a disability who requires a modification 

or accommodation in order to participate in the public meeting. 

 

(2) For a meeting occurring on and after January 1, 2019, of a legislative body of 

a city, county, city and county, special district, school district, or political 
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subdivision established by the state that has an Internet Web site, the following 

provisions shall apply: 

 

(A) An online posting of an agenda shall be posted on the primary Internet 

Web site homepage of a city, county, city and county, special district, school 

district, or political subdivision established by the state that is accessible 

through a prominent, direct link to the current agenda. The direct link to the 

agenda shall not be in a contextual menu; however, a link in addition to the 

direct link to the agenda may be accessible through a contextual menu. 

 

(B) An online posting of an agenda including, but not limited to, an agenda 

posted in an integrated agenda management platform, shall be posted in an 

open format that meets all of the following requirements: 

 

(i) Retrievable, downloadable, indexable, and electronically searchable by 

commonly used Internet search applications. 

 

(ii) Platform independent and machine readable. 

 

(iii) Available to the public free of charge and without any restriction that 

would impede the reuse or redistribution of the agenda. 

 

(C) A legislative body of a city, county, city and county, special district, school 

district, or political subdivision established by the state that has an Internet 

Web site and an integrated agenda management platform shall not be required 

to comply with subparagraph (A) if all of the following are met: 

 

(i) A direct link to the integrated agenda management platform shall be 

posted on the primary Internet Web site homepage of a city, county, city 

and county, special district, school district, or political subdivision 

established by the state. The direct link to the integrated agenda 

management platform shall not be in a contextual menu. When a person 

clicks on the direct link to the integrated agenda management platform, 

the direct link shall take the person directly to an Internet Web site with 

the agendas of the legislative body of a city, county, city and county, 

special district, school district, or political subdivision established by the 

state. 

 

(ii) The integrated agenda management platform may contain the prior 

agendas of a legislative body of a city, county, city and county, special 

district, school district, or political subdivision established by the state for 

all meetings occurring on or after January 1, 2019. 

 

(iii) The current agenda of the legislative body of a city, county, city and 

county, special district, school district, or political subdivision established 

by the state shall be the first agenda available at the top of the integrated 

agenda management platform. 
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(iv) All agendas posted in the integrated agenda management platform 

shall comply with the requirements in clauses (i), (ii), and (iii) of 

subparagraph (B). 

 

(D) For the purposes of this paragraph, both of the following definitions shall 

apply: 

 

(i) “Integrated agenda management platform” means an Internet Web site 

of a city, county, city and county, special district, school district, or 

political subdivision established by the state dedicated to providing the 

entirety of the agenda information for the legislative body of the city, 

county, city and county, special district, school district, or political 

subdivision established by the state to the public. 

 

(ii) “Legislative body” has the same meaning as that term is used in 

subdivision (a) of Section 54952. 

 

(E) The provisions of this paragraph shall not apply to a political subdivision 

of a local agency that was established by the legislative body of the city, 

county, city and county, special district, school district, or political subdivision 

established by the state. 

 

(3) No action or discussion shall be undertaken on any item not appearing on the 

posted agenda, except that members of a legislative body or its staff may briefly 

respond to statements made or questions posed by persons exercising their public 

testimony rights under Section 54954.3. In addition, on their own initiative or in 

response to questions posed by the public, a member of a legislative body or its 

staff may ask a question for clarification, make a brief announcement, or make a 

brief report on his or her own activities. Furthermore, a member of a legislative 

body, or the body itself, subject to rules or procedures of the legislative body, may 

provide a reference to staff or other resources for factual information, request staff 

to report back to the body at a subsequent meeting concerning any matter, or take 

action to direct staff to place a matter of business on a future agenda. 

 

(b) Notwithstanding subdivision (a), the legislative body may take action on items 

of business not appearing on the posted agenda under any of the conditions stated 

below. Prior to discussing any item pursuant to this subdivision, the legislative 

body shall publicly identify the item. 

 

(1) Upon a determination by a majority vote of the legislative body that an 

emergency situation exists, as defined in Section 54956.5. 

 

(2) Upon a determination by a two-thirds vote of the members of the legislative 

body present at the meeting, or, if less than two-thirds of the members are present, 

a unanimous vote of those members present, that there is a need to take immediate 
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action and that the need for action came to the attention of the local agency 

subsequent to the agenda being posted as specified in subdivision (a). 

 

(3) The item was posted pursuant to subdivision (a) for a prior meeting of the 

legislative body occurring not more than five calendar days prior to the date action 

is taken on the item, and at the prior meeting the item was continued to the meeting 

at which action is being taken. 

 

(4) To consider action on a request from a member to participate in a meeting 

remotely due to emergency circumstances, pursuant to Section 54953, if the 

request does not allow sufficient time to place the proposed action on the posted 

agenda for the meeting for which the request is made. The legislative body may 

approve such a request by a majority vote of the legislative body. 

 

(c) This section is necessary to implement and reasonably within the scope of 

paragraph (1) of subdivision (b) of Section 3 of Article I of the California 

Constitution. 

 

(d) For purposes of subdivision (a), the requirement that the agenda be posted on 

the local agency’s Internet Web site, if the local agency has one, shall only apply 

to a legislative body that meets either of the following standards: 

 

(1) A legislative body as that term is defined by subdivision (a) of Section 54952. 

 

(2) A legislative body as that term is defined by subdivision (b) of Section 54952, 

if the members of the legislative body are compensated for their appearance, and 

if one or more of the members of the legislative body are also members of a 

legislative body as that term is defined by subdivision (a) of Section 54952. 

 

(e) This section shall remain in effect only until January 1, 2026, and as of that 

date is repealed. 

 

54955. The legislative body of a local agency may adjourn any regular, adjourned 

regular, special or adjourned special meeting to a time and place specified in the 

order of adjournment. Less than a quorum may so adjourn from time to time. If 

all members are absent from any regular or adjourned regular meeting the clerk or 

secretary of the legislative body may declare the meeting adjourned to a stated 

time and place and he shall cause a written notice of the adjournment to be given 

in the same manner as provided in Section 54956 for special meetings, unless such 

notice waived provided for special meetings. A copy of the order or notice of 

adjournment shall be conspicuously posted on or near the door of the place where 

the regular, adjourned regular, special or adjourned special meeting was held 

within 24 hours after the time of the adjournment. When a regular or adjourned 

regular meeting is adjourned as provided in this section, the resulting adjourned 

regular meeting is a regular meeting for all purposes. When an order of 

adjournment of any meeting fails to state the hour at which the adjourned meeting 
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is to be held, it shall be held at the hour specified for regular meetings by 

ordinance, resolution, bylaw, or other rule. 

  

54956. (a) A special meeting may be called at any time by the presiding officer of 

the legislative body of a local agency, or by a majority of the members of the 

legislative body, by delivering written notice to each member of the legislative 

body and to each local newspaper of general circulation and radio or television 

station requesting notice in writing and posting a notice on the local agency’s 

Internet Web site, if the local agency has one. The notice shall be delivered 

personally or by any other means and shall be received at least 24 hours before the 

time of the meeting as specified in the notice. The call and notice shall specify the 

time and place of the special meeting and the business to be transacted or 

discussed. No other business shall be considered at these meetings by the 

legislative body. The written notice may be dispensed with as to any member who 

at or prior to the time the meeting convenes files with the clerk or secretary of the 

legislative body a written waiver of notice. The waiver may be given by telegram. 

The written notice may also be dispensed with as to any member who is actually 

present at the meeting at the time it convenes.  

 

The call and notice shall be posted at least 24 hours prior to the special meeting in 

a location that is freely accessible to members of the public. 

 

(b) Notwithstanding any other law, a legislative body shall not call a special 

meeting regarding the salaries, salary schedules, or compensation paid in the form 

of fringe benefits, of a local agency executive, as defined in subdivision (d) of 

Section 3511.1. However, this subdivision does not apply to a local agency calling 

a special meeting to discuss the local agency’s budget. 

 

(c) For purposes of subdivision (a), the requirement that the agenda be posted on 

the local agency’s Internet Web site, if the local agency has one, shall only apply 

to a legislative body that meets either of the following standards: 

 

(1) A legislative body as that term is defined by subdivision (a) of Section 54952. 

 

(2) A legislative body as that term is defined by subdivision (b) of Section 54952, 

if the members of the legislative body are compensated for their appearance, and 

if one or more of the members of the legislative body are also members of a 

legislative body as that term is defined by subdivision (a) of Section 54952. 

 

54957.  (a) (1) This chapter does not prevent the legislative body of a local agency 

from holding closed sessions with the Governor, Attorney General, district 

attorney, agency counsel, sheriff, or chief of police, or other law enforcement or 

security personnel, or a security consultant or a security operations manager, on 

matters posing a threat to the security of public buildings, a threat to the security 

of essential public services, including water, drinking water, wastewater 

treatment, natural gas service, and electric service, a threat to the public’s right of 
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access to public services or public facilities, or a threat to critical infrastructure 

controls or critical infrastructure information relating to cybersecurity. 

 

(2) For purposes of this subdivision, the following definitions apply: 

 

(A) “Critical infrastructure controls” means networks and systems controlling 

assets so vital to the local agency that the incapacity or destruction of those 

networks, systems, or assets would have a debilitating impact on public health, 

safety, economic security, or any combination thereof. 

 

(B) “Critical infrastructure information” means information not customarily in the 

public domain pertaining to any of the following: 

 

(i) Actual, potential, or threatened interference with, or an attack on, compromise 

of, or incapacitation of critical infrastructure controls by either physical or 

computer-based attack or other similar conduct, including, but not limited to, the 

misuse of, or unauthorized access to, all types of communications and data 

transmission systems, that violates federal, state, or local law or harms public 

health, safety, or economic security, or any combination thereof. 

 

(ii) The ability of critical infrastructure controls to resist any interference, 

compromise, or incapacitation, including, but not limited to, any planned or past 

assessment or estimate of the vulnerability of critical infrastructure. 

 

(iii) Any planned or past operational problem or solution regarding critical 

infrastructure controls, including, but not limited to, repair, recovery, 

reconstruction, insurance, or continuity, to the extent it is related to interference, 

compromise, or incapacitation of critical infrastructure controls. 

 

(b) (1) Subject to paragraph (2), this chapter does not prevent the legislative body 

of a local agency from holding closed sessions during a regular or special meeting 

to consider the appointment, employment, evaluation of performance, discipline, 

or dismissal of a public employee or to hear complaints or charges brought against 

the employee by another person or employee unless the employee requests a 

public session. 

 

(2) As a condition to holding a closed session on specific complaints or charges 

brought against an employee by another person or employee, the employee shall 

be given written notice of their right to have the complaints or charges heard in an 

open session rather than a closed session, which notice shall be delivered to the 

employee personally or by mail at least 24 hours before the time for holding the 

session. If notice is not given, any disciplinary or other action taken by the 

legislative body against the employee based on the specific complaints or charges 

in the closed session shall be null and void. 
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(3) The legislative body also may exclude from the public or closed meeting, 

during the examination of a witness, any or all other witnesses in the matter being 

investigated by the legislative body. 

 

(4) For the purposes of this subdivision, the term “employee” shall include an 

officer or an independent contractor who functions as an officer or an employee 

but shall not include any elected official, member of a legislative body or other 

independent contractors. This subdivision shall not limit local officials’ ability to 

hold closed session meetings pursuant to Sections 1461, 32106, and 32155 of the 

Health and Safety Code or Sections 37606 and 37624.3 of the Government Code. 

Closed sessions held pursuant to this subdivision shall not include discussion or 

action on proposed compensation except for a reduction of compensation that 

results from the imposition of discipline. 

 

54957.1. (a) The legislative body of any local agency shall publicly report any 

action taken in closed session and the vote or abstention on that action of every 

member present, as follows: 

 

(1) Approval of an agreement concluding real estate negotiations pursuant to 

Section 54956.8 shall be reported after the agreement is final, as follows: 

 

(A) If its own approval renders the agreement final, the body shall report that 

approval and the substance of the agreement in open session at the public meeting 

during which the closed session is held. 

 

(B) If final approval rests with the other party to the negotiations, the local agency 

shall disclose the fact of that approval and the substance of the agreement upon 

inquiry by any person, as soon as the other party or its agent has informed the local 

agency of its approval. 

 

(2) Approval given to its legal counsel to defend, or seek or refrain from seeking 

appellate review or relief, or to enter as an amicus curiae in any form of litigation 

as the result of a consultation under Section 54956.9 shall be reported in open 

session at the public meeting during which the closed session is held. The report 

shall identify, if known, the adverse party or parties and the substance of the 

litigation. In the case of approval given to initiate or intervene in an action, the 

announcement need not identify the action, the defendants, or other particulars, 

but shall specify that the direction to initiate or intervene in an action has been 

given and that the action, the defendants, and the other particulars shall, once 

formally commenced, be disclosed to any person upon inquiry, unless to do so 

would jeopardize the agency’s ability to effectuate service of process on one or 

more unserved parties, or that to do so would jeopardize its ability to conclude 

existing settlement negotiations to its advantage. 

 

(3) Approval given to its legal counsel of a settlement of pending litigation, as 

defined in Section 54956.9, at any stage prior to or during a judicial or quasi-

judicial proceeding shall be reported after the settlement is final, as follows: 
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(A) If the legislative body accepts a settlement offer signed by the opposing party, 

the body shall report its acceptance and identify the substance of the agreement in 

open session at the public meeting during which the closed session is held. 

 

(B) If final approval rests with some other party to the litigation or with the court, 

then as soon as the settlement becomes final, and upon inquiry by any person, the 

local agency shall disclose the fact of that approval, and identify the substance of 

the agreement. 

 

(4) Disposition reached as to claims discussed in closed session pursuant to 

Section 54956.95 shall be reported as soon as reached in a manner that identifies 

the name of the claimant, the name of the local agency claimed against, the 

substance of the claim, and any monetary amount approved for payment and 

agreed upon by the claimant. 

 

(5) Action taken to appoint, employ, dismiss, accept the resignation of, or 

otherwise affect the employment status of a public employee in closed session 

pursuant to Section 54957 shall be reported at the public meeting during which 

the closed session is held. Any report required by this paragraph shall identify the 

title of the position. The general requirement of this paragraph notwithstanding, 

the report of a dismissal or of the nonrenewal of an employment contract shall be 

deferred until the first public meeting following the exhaustion of administrative 

remedies, if any. 

 

(6) Approval of an agreement concluding labor negotiations with represented 

employees pursuant to Section 54957.6 shall be reported after the agreement is 

final and has been accepted or ratified by the other party. The report shall identify 

the item approved and the other party or parties to the negotiation. 

 

(7) Pension fund investment transaction decisions made pursuant to Section 

54956.81 shall be disclosed at the first open meeting of the legislative body held 

after the earlier of the close of the investment transaction or the transfer of pension 

fund assets for the investment transaction. 

 

(b) Reports that are required to be made pursuant to this section may be made 

orally or in writing. The legislative body shall provide to any person who has 

submitted a written request to the legislative body within 24 hours of the posting 

of the agenda, or to any person who has made a standing request for all 

documentation as part of a request for notice of meetings pursuant to Section 

54954.1 or 54956, if the requester is present at the time the closed session ends, 

copies of any contracts, settlement agreements, or other documents that were 

finally approved or adopted in the closed session. If the action taken results in one 

or more substantive amendments to the related documents requiring retyping, the 

documents need not be released until the retyping is completed during normal 

business hours, provided that the presiding officer of the legislative body or his or 

her designee orally summarizes the substance of the amendments for the benefit 
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of the document requester or any other person present and requesting the 

information. 

 

(c) The documentation referred to in subdivision (b) shall be available to any 

person on the next business day following the meeting in which the action referred 

to is taken or, in the case of substantial amendments, when any necessary retyping 

is complete. 

 

(d) Nothing in this section shall be construed to require that the legislative body 

approve actions not otherwise subject to legislative body approval. 

 

(e) No action for injury to a reputational, liberty, or other personal interest may be 

commenced by or on behalf of any employee or former employee with respect to 

whom a disclosure is made by a legislative body in an effort to comply with this 

section. 

 

(f) This section is necessary to implement, and reasonably within the scope of, 

paragraph (1) of subdivision (b) of Section 3 of Article I of the California 

Constitution. 

 

54957.6. (a) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, a legislative body of a 

local agency may hold closed sessions with the local agency’s designated 

representatives regarding the salaries, salary schedules, or compensation paid in 

the form of fringe benefits of its represented and unrepresented employees, and, 

for represented employees, any other matter within the statutorily provided scope 

of representation. 

 

However, prior to the closed session, the legislative body of the local agency shall 

hold an open and public session in which it identifies its designated 

representatives. 

 

Closed sessions of a legislative body of a local agency, as permitted in this section, 

shall be for the purpose of reviewing its position and instructing the local agency’s 

designated representatives. 

 

Closed sessions, as permitted in this section, may take place prior to and during 

consultations and discussions with representatives of employee organizations and 

unrepresented employees. 

 

Closed sessions with the local agency’s designated representative regarding the 

salaries, salary schedules, or compensation paid in the form of fringe benefits may 

include discussion of an agency’s available funds and funding priorities, but only 

insofar as these discussions relate to providing instructions to the local agency’s 

designated representative. 

 

Closed sessions held pursuant to this section shall not include final action on the 

proposed compensation of one or more unrepresented employees. 
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For the purposes enumerated in this section, a legislative body of a local agency 

may also meet with a state conciliator who has intervened in the proceedings. 

 

(b) For the purposes of this section, the term “employee” shall include an officer 

or an independent contractor who functions as an officer or an employee, but shall 

not include any elected official, member of a legislative body, or other 

independent contractors. 

 

A. The Personnel Commission shall post an agenda containing the time and location of its regular meetings 

in accordance with applicable Government Code Sections. 

 

B. Special or emergency meetings may be ordered in accordance with applicable Government Code 

Sections. 

 

C. The Personnel Commission's Order of Business shall be posted at least 72 hours before a regular meeting 

in a prominent place in the Educational Services Center and with a direct link on the Personnel 

Commission’s Web site homepage. The Order of Business shall contain a brief general description of 

each item of business to be transacted or discussed at the meeting. A Notice shall be posted at least 24 

hours in advance of special or emergency meetings in a prominent place in the Educational Services 

Center. 

 

D. All meetings except closed sessions shall be open and public. No action shall be taken on any item not 

appearing on the posted Order of Business except as provided in Government Code Section 54954. 

(3)(b).  The Personnel Commission may briefly respond to statements made or questions posed by non-

agenda speakers, refer the matter to staff for information, and/or ask that the matter be returned at a future 

meeting.  

 

E. Closed sessions may be held in accordance with the provisions of Government Code Section 54957 to 

consider the appointment, employment, evaluation of performance, discipline, or dismissal of an 

employee or employees or to hear complaints or charges brought against employees. Closed sessions 

may also be held in accordance with other applicable Government Code Sections. 

 

F. The Personnel Commission shall, in accordance with Government Code Sections 54953 (c) and 54957.1, 

publicly report any action taken in closed session and the vote or abstention on that action of every 

member present. 

 

G. The election of the Chairperson and Vice Chairperson of the Personnel Commission shall take place at 

the first regular meeting in December of each year and shall take effect immediately. In the event that 

the appointment or reappointment of a Commissioner has not occurred by the first regular meeting in 

December, the Personnel Commission may choose to postpone its election of chairpersons until such 

appointment or reappointment has occurred. If such postponement should occur, the current Chairperson 

and Vice Chairperson will continue to serve until an election occurs. In the absence of the Chairperson, 

the Vice Chairperson shall preside at Personnel Commission meetings and perform the duties of the 

Chair. 
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H. Individuals or groups who seek interview with particular Commissioners in regard to matters that may 

later be placed before the Personnel Commission for decision shall be referred to the Personnel 

Commission staff with the explanation that it is against the policy of the Personnel Commission to take 

up such matters except at open meetings with the majority of the Personnel Commission present. 


