A Message from Chancellor
Francisco C. Rodriguez, PhD
Dear LACCD Colleagues, Advocates and Friends,
February began our 2022 spring semester at the nine colleges of the Los Angeles Community College
District (LACCD). Current student demand has our District at 60 percent online or hybrid formats.
Our campuses are re-engaging and preparing for expanded opportunities for face-to-face instruction,
student services and campus activities. With vaccination and masking protocols in place, testing and
vaccination sites on campus, we are ensuring that our teaching, learning and work environments are
safe! Health and safety, while fulfilling our mission remains our highest priority.
First, a hearty congratulations to LACCD Trustee Mike Fong, who was recently elected through a
Special Election to represent the 49th Assembly District. The entire LACCD family extends our thanks
to Trustee Fong for his excellent leadership and dedicated service to the students at LACCD. We look
forward to working with Assemblymember Fong in his new role.
Looking nationally, with recent commitments by President Joe Biden, Governor Gavin Newsom,
and other state and federal legislators, 2022 is shaping up to be another impactful and positive year
for the community colleges. Recognizing that community colleges are engines of innovation,
access and opportunity, our elected representatives have continued their investments in our colleges
to help our state’s economy recover equitably and inclusively.

Recently, a small LACCD team of our Board and I took a trip to Washington, D.C., and Sacramento to
advocate for LACCD’s federal and state legislative priorities. We met with many policy makers who
share our vision of the incomparable power of education.
During our visit to D.C., we had the good fortune of hearing from First Lady, Dr. Jill Biden, who spoke
about the important role community colleges play as a gateway to the middle class. Her inspiring
words to the community college community was – that while the Build Back Better Act did not include
funding for College Promise programs, the Biden administration remains resolute in their support
for community colleges and we need to “keep fighting.” LACCD will continue to monitor our seven
congressional earmarks that are currently included in the FY 2022 Appropriations bill. These District
specific allocations will fund college specific proposals at five of our colleges, and also include
funding for the LACCD Metro GoPass tap cards for our students.
I am equally energized by Governor Gavin Newsom’s 2022 proposed State Budget. With revenues
continuing to rise in California, we will advocate for increased funding to the base for community
colleges and to the LACCD District-specific programs and initiatives that increase the success and
improve the lives of our students. We thank our legislators who are championing on our behalf.
From continued funding for student transit, to ethnic studies faculty hiring, to support for justiceinvolved youth, LACCD is committed to making higher education a place for students from every walk
of life. We’re also seeking funding for new programs including Biotechnology at Los Angeles
Mission College, and a first-of-it-kind Climate Change Center at West Los Angeles College.
Finally, we’re championing efforts to expand the College Promise to make the program accessible to
all full time students and also to extend the program so that our students who want to continue their
education beyond our community colleges will have a chance to pursue a tuition-free education at a
CSU.
At the local level, notably, I recently had the chance to meet with Dr. Alberto Carvalho, the incoming
Superintendent of the Los Angeles Unified School District (LAUSD). I anticipate an excellent,
functional and mutually-beneficial partnership as LACCD commits to enroll every LAUSD graduating
senior who is looking for a place to continue their education.
LACCD is a remarkable and resilient District, and I look forward to collaborating with our internal and
external constituencies as we move toward achieving our many legislative and budgetary goals this
coming year. I send you all good wishes for the new semester!
In solidarity, and with deep appreciation and respect,

Francisco C. Rodriguez, Ph.D.
Chancellor
Los Angeles Community College District
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2022 Federal Policy Priorities
The District looks forward to continued advocacy success on the federal level, as support for
community colleges remains a top priority for the Biden Administration. With an economy in need of
skilled labor now and into the future, this is the time for an ambitious federal advocacy agenda that
will position community colleges in their rightful place as accessible pathways to the new economy.

LACCD’s federal policy priorities this year include:
Supporting Dream Act and Comprehensive
Immigration Reform
As one of the nation’s leading educators of
individuals enrolled in the Deferred Action for
Childhood Arrivals (DACA) program. LACCD
supports legislation to provide those in the
program, or Dreamers, with permanent legal
status.

Investing in Workforce Development
With the passage of the Infrastructure
Investment and Jobs Act (IIJA) and ongoing
pandemic-related challenges, LACCD
strongly supports increasing funding for
workforce development. We believe that
investment in human capital is essential for a
strong economy and global competitiveness.

Addressing Student Basic Needs
LACCD supports programs that would ensure
students have the resources to meet basic
needs (food, housing, transportation, childcare
and emergency assistance) including
strengthening and aligning existing federal
programs, like the Child Care Access Means
Parents in School (CCAMPIS) and the
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program
(SNAP). LACCD is also advocating for
additional funding to be included in the FY23
budget for the Department of Education’s Basic
Needs for Postsecondary Students program.

US Innovation and Competition Act (USICA)/
COMPETES Act
LACCD urges Congress to take advantage of
this historic opportunity to make transformational investments in the future of American
manufacturing.

Expanding College Access and Affordability
LACCD strongly supports increasing the Pell
Grant Maximum Award and providing annual
inflationary increases to the maximum award,
ending the taxation of Pell Grants and
establishing a federal-state partnership to
create tuition-free community college.

For more detailed information on these federal
priorities, click HERE.

2022 State Legislative and Budget Priorities
California is predicted to have another historic budget surplus in FY 2022-23, and our District is
prepared to take full advantage of the support. Governor Gavin Newsom unveiled an unprecedented
$286.4 billion state budget plan, nine percent (9%) larger than last year’s plan. With higher-thanexpected tax revenues, the state has a $21 billion discretionary surplus that can be used to make
further strides on building durable institutions that work for all Californians and promote economic
growth and progress.
For the upcoming year, LACCD’s priority remains focusing on traditionally underserved communities
and expanding on its previous investments to increase access to higher education for all.
The District is sponsoring the following legislative bills:
AB 2266 (Santiago)
Expanding College Promise to Returning
Students
This bill expands the California College
Promise program to provide two years of
tuition free community college to all full-time
students. LACCD sponsored AB 19 also
authored by Assemblymember Santiago that
established the California College Promise
Program and made community college
education available tuition-free, to first-time,
full-time students only.

AB 2371 (Santiago)
Extend College Promise to Community
College Students Transferring to California
State University
This bill enables community college students
that successfully complete the California
College Promise Program and Associate
Degree for Transfer, to be eligible to receive two
-years of a tuition-free education at the
California State University system (CSU).
AB 1913 (Bryan)
Los Angeles Community College District California Center for Climate Change
Education
This bill establishes the first of its kind
California Center for Climate Change Education
at West Los Angeles College. The program will
develop sustainability initiatives and provide
climate change education and workforce
training for green jobs and careers of the
future. LACCD is advocating for a $5 million
allocation to establish the Center.

AB 1942 (Muratsuchi)
Instructional Service Agreements
This bill makes a technical fix in the law to fully
and equitably fund community colleges that
are training first responders such as police,
firefighters and EMTs.
AB 2425 (Bryan)
Hire UP: From Corrections to Career
LACCD is partnering with the County of Los
Angeles on a measure that provides stipends
to formerly justice-involved students seeking to
advance their education at California’s
community colleges. LACCD is advocating for
a corresponding $60 million allocation for the
program implementation.
AB 1964 (Fong)
Ethnic Studies
The District is sponsoring a bill with former
LACCD Board Trustee and newly elected
Assemblymember Mike Fong that will facilitate
the process for community college ethnic
studies courses to be articulated with the CSU.

The District is advocating for the following State Budget requests:
LACCD Metro GoPass Fareless Initiative:
LACCD is advocating for $2 million in funding that could be spent over a five-year period for the
LACCD Metro GoPass program. The GoPass provides LACCD students with a free tap card that will
provide them access to all LA Metro operated trains and buses; thereby, removing another barrier to a
community college education.
Expansion of Biotechnology Program:
LACCD is seeking $2.8 million to support a new biotechnology laboratory on the Los Angeles Mission
College Campus. The proposed laboratory, and state-of-the-art facility will provide for an expansion of
a unique and highly sought-after program at the College that offers valuable career training for one of
the fastest growing job sectors in the region.

Base Funding Increase:
On a per-student basis, community colleges continue to be the lowest-funded system of public
education in California. LACCD supports an increase to the base allocation that goes to all community
college districts to address the rising costs of running a college.
CalSTRS & CalPERS Employer Contribution Reductions Hire UP Budget Request:
Two years ago, the state provided funding to K-12 schools and community colleges that reduced the
employer contribution that districts are required to pay into the CalSTRS & CalPERS systems.
That funding is scheduled to expire next year, LACCD is advocating to extend the funding allocation.
For more detailed information on these State Legislative and Budget Priorities, click HERE.

Recap of LACCD 2021 Federal Policy Accomplishments
The District secured five Community Funding Projects (Earmarks) in the House of Representatives
and two in the Senate to ensure adequate funding for programs that specifically focus on students
from underrepresented backgrounds.
1. Sponsored by Rep. Adam Schiff
$975,000 for the Los Angeles City College Basic Needs Pilot, which would support 500 students
with direct resources such as food aid, housing assistance, health services, and essential expense
assistance. For more information click HERE.
2. Sponsored by Rep. Nanette Barragan
$925,000 for East Los Angeles College (ELAC) South Gate Campus Healthcare Careers Training
Hub. For more information click HERE.

3. Sponsored by Rep. Tony Cardenas
$400,000 to increase access to existing biotech academies and to develop new cell culture
programs at Los Angeles Valley College and Los Angeles Mission College. For more information
click HERE.
4. Sponsored by Rep. Maxine Waters
$350,000 to launch two student support centers on Los Angeles Southwest College campus,
the Re-Entry Initiative for Success in Education (RISE) Center and the Family Resource Center.
For more information click HERE.
5. Sponsored by Rep. Judy Chu
$200,000 for the East Los Angeles Collaborative Partnership, to promote college access,
family engagement, academic preparation, and college success and retention. For more
information click HERE.
The Senate Earmarks include:
1. Sponsored by Sen. Alex Padilla
$1.32 million to expand Healthcare at the East Los Angeles College South Gate Center and
Biotech Programs at Los Angeles Valley College and Los Angeles Mission College. For more
information click HERE.
2. Sponsored by Sen. Feinstein
$1 million to help fund the LACCD Metro GoPass fareless public transit initiative, which will benefit
LACCD students by helping defray transportation costs, which can often be a barrier to college
completion. For more information click HERE.

Recap of 2021 State Legislative and Budget Accomplishments
Key successful LACCD sponsored legislation and Budget requests included:
•

SB 330 (Durazo) Authorizes the Los Angeles Community College District to develop a pilot
program to provide affordable housing to students or employees of LACCD. This bill further allows
LACCD to enter into agreements with nonprofit or private entities to lease real property under
certain conditions. The bill also requires LACCD to report to the Legislature findings and
recommendations on the success of the program; and sunsets this bill’s provisions on January 1,
2033.

•

AB 1383 (Carrillo) Administrative Leave Bill: Clarifies that District employers have 90 working days
to complete investigations for alleged misconduct by an employee placed on administrative leave.

Additionally, the District secured a number of critical budget appropriations, including:
•

$18 million for LACCD Student Basic Needs. The funding authorizes districts to provide support
for students’ basic needs including food and housing insecurity.

•

$10 million (Grants up to $500,000 per college) for the Development of LGBTQ+ Pilot Programs.
Funding will provide increased wrap around services to LGBTQ+ students.

•

$5 million for ongoing (Program-based) Investment in the Umoja Program. The program provides
resources to enhance the cultural and educational experiences of students with wraparound
services, mentoring and connections to the network of Historically Black Colleges & Universities
(HBCU).

•

$5.6 million (Grant-based) Funding to Implement Ethnic Studies Programs. Funding for
implementation of the AB 1460 (Weber) at community colleges that requires students to complete
one ethnic studies course prior to receiving their degree at CSU.

•

$200 million in 2021-22 ($19 million) for Learning-Aligned Employment. Authorizes partnerships
with employers to provide paid internships for students within their course of study.

Recap of Local Government Accomplishments

•

•
•

Successfully advocated for and secured the establishment of The Los Angeles Community
College District (LACCD) and the Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority
(LA Metro) Metro GoPass program for LACCD students. The GoPass addresses transportation
equity and increases access to higher education by enabling Los Angeles Community College
students to ride all buses and trains operated by Metro and partner transit agencies — completely
free of charge — beginning December 1, 2021 through December 31, 2022. All LACCD Students are
eligible to participate in the GoPass Program. For more information click HERE.
Advocated for and successfully established the LACCD City Connect Program to better equip,
train and prepare LACCD students with the required skills to apply and compete for City of Los
Angeles employment opportunities. LACCD will work with the City to align educational programs
with required job criteria, and to better support student transitions and job placement. The intent
of LACCD City Connect is to produce training and tailored educational curricula through which
LACCD students will receive a competitive advantage when applying for jobs with the City.
In return, City employers will be reassured that LACCD City Connect referrals are well-qualified for
the jobs made available to them through this program. LACCD City Connect will utilize the existing
LACCD College Central Network Portal to announce and recruit LACCD students for City job
vacancies.

Community Outreach
•

Chancellor Francisco C. Rodriguez participates at the Loyola Marymount University Board of Visitors Roundtable discussion.
Topic: Post COVID Future of Higher Education
Date: February 23, 2022

•

Chancellor Francisco C. Rodriguez participates with a panel of experts hosted by Unite L.A.
Topic: L.A. County’s cradle-to-career public education system and a path forward to improve
educational outcomes to prepare L.A.’s students for the jobs of the future
Date: February 24, 2022
Click HERE to view a recording.

•

Chancellor Francisco C. Rodriguez delivered the keynote address at the National Community
College Bachelor’s Association conference in Tucson, AZ
Topic: Community Colleges as Engines of Innovation and Disruption: The Role of Baccalaureate
Degrees as Accelerators of Access and Affordability, Equity and Workforce Readiness
Date: February 17, 2022

•

Chancellor Francisco C. Rodriguez served on a panel hosted by the Campaign for College
Opportunity (CCO).
Topic: The State of Higher Education for Latinx Californians, a report by the CCO
Date: February 11, 2022
Click HERE to view a recording.

LACCD Advocacy News Coverage

College Promise Expansion Press Conference

LA Metro News Conference

1st Annual Mi Gente Graduation Scheduled for June 5th at ELAC
For the first year of what is proposed to be an annual event,
the Los Angeles Community College District will be hosting a Mi
Gente Graduation to focus on the achievements of graduates of
Latina/o backgrounds. The LACCD has always strived to highlight
the accomplishments of its diverse student population including
with well-established graduations like the Black Graduation
Celebration focused on African American students and the
Lavender Graduation for LGBTQIA+ students. Planning has
already begun for what promises to be a joyful and exuberant 1st
Annual Mi Gente Graduation set to take place at East LA College
on Sunday, June 5th, 2022.

Los Angeles Mission College and Latino Theater Company Impact Initiative Set for Spring 2022
The Los Angeles Community College District (LACCD) is honored to announce a groundbreaking partnership with award-winning director José Luis Valenzuela, Artistic Director and Board President of the
Latino Theater Company. This new partnership will provide students districtwide with a world-class
education in dramatic arts. The Theater 285 – Directed Study course being taught by theatrical legend
and UCLA Emeritus Professor Valenzuela, allows students at any of the nine LACCD colleges to learn
from an iconic director and attend performances at the Los Angeles Theatre Center on Spring Street
in downtown Los Angeles.
For more information on the Los Angeles Mission College course, click HERE.
See LACCD PRESS RELEASE for additional details.
LACCD Board Approves Resolution Honoring Black History Month
Highlighting its ongoing commitment to support all ethnic and racial groups especially those that
have been historically disadvantaged, the LACCD Board of Trustees unanimously approved a resolution at their February Board meeting that honors the importance of Black History Month.
To read the full resolution, click HERE.
LACCD Board Commemorates Women’s History Month
The LACCD Board of Trustees will vote on a resolution honoring Women’s History Month, reinforcing
its continued leadership and advocacy for gender equality, at its March Board meeting.
To read the full resolution, click HERE.

About the Los Angeles Community College District
We are the Colleges of Los Angeles! LACCD is the nation’s largest community college district, educating about 250,000 students annually at its nine colleges that serve the residents of more than 36
cities and communities from 900 square miles of Los Angeles County. Since 1969, the District has
been providing an important learning pathway for students seeking transfer to four-year colleges or
universities while also offering two-year degrees and certificated training programs to Southern California’s diverse workforce in many specialized trades and professions.
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