ABOUT THE

BLACK GRADUATION
CELEBRATION
Black graduation ceremonies are annual cultural celebratory events held near the
month of college graduations. It is an additional celebration that recognizes the
accomplishments of graduates while helping them remember the people who came
before them, which include those who were enslaved through the middle passage from
Africa to America, who experienced racial segregation during the Jim Crowe era, and
more
The mission of the Los Angeles Community College District African American Outreach
Initiative Black Graduation Celebration is to commemorate the historical migration and
educational milestones of graduating students through a complementary cultural
ceremony that expresses African and African American traditions and rituals such

acknowledging

God through prayer, the singing of the Negro National Anthem, African

dance and drumming processionals, liturgical dance presentations, culturally-relevant

music (slave and Negro spirituals, gospel, rhythm and blues, jazz, and more), libation
ceremonies, and Kente draping-all

of which are symbolic representations of the soul

and spirit of a rich Black heritage.
The celebration is also an acknowledgement

of the village, reminding us of the Yoruba

proverb, that uif we stand tall, it is because we stand on the shoulders of many

ancestors." It is a way to pay homage to those who paid the price and paved the way to
make this day possible
So, we celebrate you class of 2021-just over 400 years after Africans first landed in
Hampton, Virginia in 1619-for realizing so many goals that your ancestors could have

only dreamed

of.

They paid the price, and you are the recipients of that weighty

sacrifice.
This ceremony is for YOU! You have made us proud. Let this day be an inspiration to you

to continue working to become your best possible selves-physically,
spiritually, and educationally.

emotionally,

NateKEYNOTE

BIOGRAPHY
Howard

Nate Howard is a professional speaker, poet, educator, and social entrepreneur.
In May 2013, Nate made the front page of the LA Times for sparking a movement
against racial profiling after 79 LAPDofficers shut down his event at USC. Realizing
someone was attempting to tell his story, he founded Movement BE,a non-profit
organization that conducts workshops to help young people discover their story.
With the motto of "tell your story before they do," Movement BE has directly
impacted thousands of students across the country. Nate was selected on the
inaugural NBCBLK28 list as one of the top 28 black leaders in the nation under 28
years old. He was later featured on the Today Show as one of the "Best and
Brightest: Game Changers Making History." Most recently Nate was honored in his
hometown of San Diego as the" Young Entrepreneur of the Year."
Nate's belief is that we should focus our activism on education, empowering
youth to create change so that the movement is proactive and sustainable.
Seeing poetry as a means of self-expression, he challenges school systems to
see its use as vital for the development of youth, giving them the courage to find
their story to challenge the status quo. Nate has recorded his poetry on songs
with artists Ty Dolla Sign, Kendrick Lamar and political activist Dr. Cornel West.
Nate is a graduate of the University of Southern California. His biggest inspirations
are Martin Luther King Jr. and Maya Angelou.
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For more info, contact 2021 Black Graduation Celebration Co-Chairs :
Dr. Elliott Coney
AAOI Co-Chair; Signature Events Committee Los Angeles Valley College | Coneye@laccd.edu
Ms. Nicole Flores
AAOI Co-Chair; Signature Events Committee Los Angeles Trade Technical College | Floresn3@laccd.edu

Graduating LACCD students are
encouraged to pre-register for the
celebration

Pre-register today for the
Virtual Black Graduation
Celebration

LACCD faculty, staff, and
administrators are all invited to
celebrate student achievement

*LACCD encourages persons with disabilities to participate in its programs and activities. If you anticipate needing
any type of accommodation, or have questions about the physical access provided, please contact Betina Vallin at
Vallinb@laccd.edu as soon as possible, but no later than seven (7) business days prior to the event.

