
 
 

 
 
Dear LACCD Board of Trustees and Colleagues, 
 
I extend a warm welcome to you as we begin our fall semester at the 
nine colleges of the Los Angeles Community College District.  Our 
colleges are at the intersection of opportunity and excellence, and we 
thank you for your continued support.  Our District provides 
affordable, flexible, and high-quality on-ground, hybrid and online 
teaching, learning, and service environments that are intended to 
promote access, equity, and success.  While we are not back to pre-
pandemic enrollments just yet, the current numbers are trending in the 
right direction, and we have responded with increased in-person 
educational and student services.   
 
I firmly believe that education is the civil rights issue of the 21st century and that our community 
colleges play a pivotal role in uplifting students and families and launching them on a path to 
success.  The impact is intergenerational.   
 
Our students, faculty, staff, and administration did a remarkable job over the last two-and-a-half 
years adapting to a once-in-a-lifetime pandemic, pivoting on a dime to remote education, and 
making it work.  Our resilience and our resolve were tested and proven, and we did not lose 
sight of focusing on delivering the supportive campus and online experiences students deserve.  
 
In closing, I am sharing the fall welcome message to District colleagues: 
https://vimeo.com/742829616/0a7a08635a 
 
With my profound respect and admiration, please receive my best wishes for a strong start to 
the fall semester!  

 
Francisco C. Rodriguez, Ph.D. 
Chancellor 
 

 
  

https://vimeo.com/742829616/0a7a08635a
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A Warm Welcome to LACCD’s New Hires! 
 

Dr. Armida Ornelas, Ph.D. has officially been named the permanent 
President of Los Angeles Mission College after serving as the interim 
President for the past several months. Before taking on the leadership of LA 
Mission College, Pres. Ornelas worked at several of the LACCD campuses 
including as the Vice President of Workforce Education at East LA College. 
 

 
 

Dr. Anthony Culpepper, Ed.D. has joined LA Southwest College as its new 
Interim President. Previously, Dr. Culpepper worked at Glendale Community 
College as Executive Vice President. 
 

 
 
 
Dr. Kathleen Burke, Ed.D. joins LA Trade-Technical College in early 
September to act as the new Interim President. Dr. Burke will be replacing 
Dr. Robert Miller who served as the Interim President for the month of 
August. Dr. Burke formerly was the President of LA Pierce College from 2010 
to 2018 before serving as Chancellor of the South Orange County 
Community College District. 
 
 
Dr. Katrina VanderWoude, Ed.D. has taken on the role of Interim Vice 
Chancellor for Workforce Development and Adult Education. Dr. 
VanderWoude is making the move to the District Office after having served 
as the President of LA Trade-Tech College from 2020 to 2022. 
 
 
 

 

LACCD On The Move 

https://studentlaccd-my.sharepoint.com/personal/stainetd_laccd_edu/_layouts/15/onedrive.aspx?id=%2Fpersonal%2Fstainetd%5Flaccd%5Fedu%2FDocuments%2F2022%2FArmida%2DOrnelas%2DPhD%2DBio%2FArmida%2DOrnelas%2DPhD%2DBio%2D2022%2Epdf&parent=%2Fpersonal%2Fstainetd%5Flaccd%5Fedu%2FDocuments%2F2022%2FArmida%2DOrnelas%2DPhD%2DBio&ga=1
https://www.lasc.edu/news/Anthony-Culpepper-Named%20LASC-Interim-President


Dr. Nicole Albo-Lopez, Ed.D. stepped into the role of Interim Vice 
Chancellor of Education Programs and Institutional Effectiveness (EPIE) in 
July. Dr. Albo-Lopez previously worked in multiple roles at several LACCD 
colleges including most recently as Vice President of Academic Affairs at 
LA Harbor College. 
 
 
 

 
Dr. Maribel Medina, JD, started in the position of General Counsel for the 
Los Angeles Community College District in July. Before coming to 
LACCD, Dr. Medina specialized in representing educational institutions 
including SFUSD, LAUSD, and the Santa Clara County Office of 
Education. Most recently, she was a partner with the law firm Leal & Trejo.  
 
 
 

 
Ms. Shairon Zingsheim joins LACCD as the new Interim Vice Chancellor 
of Human Resources. Previously, Ms. Zingsheim acted as the Vice 
President of Human Resources and Training at Ohlone College in 
Fremont, CA, where she worked for 13 years. 
 
 
 
 
 
Ms. Kelly King was hired as the Executive Director, Foundation for the 
Los Angeles Community Colleges, and Chief Advancement Officer, Los 
Angeles Community College District.  She previously served as Senior 
Program Officer for Education at the California Community Foundation. 
 
 

 
 

 
And a fond farewell to Mr. William Boyer, former LACCD Director of Communications and 

External Relations, who retired on August 31, 2022. 
 
 

 
  



 
 

 
 
Compared to Fall 2021, the LACCD is 1% down in student headcount and enrollments as of 
seven days before the start of the Fall 2022 semester. Notable changes in student 
demographics between Fall 2021 and Fall 2022 show an 18% increase in younger (below age 
20) students; a 10% increase in Black/African-American students, a 9% decline in Asian 
students; and a 2% increase in Hispanic students. In Fall 2022, 45% of LACCD classes are in-
person compared to 23% in Fall 2021. Remote classes continue to fill at the highest rate (68%), 
followed by hybrid (59%), and in-person (56%). 

 

LACCD 2022 Fall Semester Enrollment Update  



  



 
 

 
 

 

 
 

LOS ANGELES CITY COLLEGE 
Recent & Upcoming Events 

 

 
(President Gallagher with LA Times reporter) 

 
MESS Exhibition 
 
Starting on August 29 and running through October 5 (Mondays to Thursdays from 12 pm to 4 
pm) in the VAMA Gallery (DH104), a new exhibition exploring women, domesticity and 
representation began at the LACC VAMA Gallery. The opening reception will be held on 
September 7 from 5 pm to 7 pm. 

Campus Events & Updates 



  
LACC’s Founder’s Day Celebration 
 
On September 9, LACC will host its annual Founder’s Day celebration. 
  
Meet & Greet with new Vice President Joe Dominguez  
 
On September 14, Joe started on July 25. 
  
Imperial Family of the Chosen  
 
Will co-host a special event with LACC on October 8. 
  
MetaCity Academy 
 
LACC recently launched their summer/fall 2022 MetaCity academy, with 46 additional 
employees joining the program resulting in 100 LACC faculty and staff who are creating 
accessible, virtual reality learning experiences.   
  
The MetaCity Program enables LACC faculty and students to use augmented (AR), virtual (VR), 
and mixed (MR) reality in new and engaging ways through the creation of virtual experiences 
that can mitigate learning barriers in a variety of fields, including STEM courses, medical 
simulations, and tech education while also increasing hands-on learning and student success. 
 
LACC Enrollment Fair  
 
On August 13, LACC held an enrollment fair. Several students, staff, and President Mary 
Gallagher were interviewed for an upcoming LA Time article (not published as of 9/7/22). 
 
 
 

 
  



 

 
 

EAST LOS ANGELES COLLEGE 
Recent & Upcoming Events 

 

 
 
U.S. Congresswoman Judy Chu Presents $200,000 Check to East Los Angeles College 
FACES Program 
 
U.S. Congresswoman Judy Chu (CA-27) joined Los Angeles Community College District 
(LACCD), East Los Angeles College (ELAC), and Alhambra Unified School District (AUSD) 
leadership at Alhambra High school on August 26, 2022, to present a $200,000 check to the 
ELAC Family and Community Engagement Services (FACES) program which she helped to 
secure through the 2022 Congressional Community Project Funding (CPF) process. Community 
Project Funding allows Members of Congress to request direct funding for specific projects that 
benefit the communities they represent. 
 
The FACES program provides support to parents/caregivers, communities, and families of K-12 
scholars in the ELAC service area by engaging them and giving them opportunities to be 
involved. One of these partners is Alhambra Unified School District (AUSD) where students are 
already taking dual enrollment courses at ELAC and Alhambra High. 
 
The goals of the FACES program are to build trust with families of K-12 students, provide a 
seamless transition from high school to college, connect families with information on college, 
and support educators with time and skills to connect more effectively with families about ELAC 
services. 
 



 

 
 
East Los Angeles College to Offer California’s First Community College Central American 
Studies Program 
 
East Los Angeles College (ELAC), the Los Angeles Community College District (LACCD), and 
Assemblymember Wendy Carrillo (D-51) joined together on August 19, 2022, on the ELAC 
campus to announce the new Central American Studies program. This launch of the program is 
historic as it will be the first Central American Studies program offered at a California community 
college. 
 
The program will be housed in the ELAC Chicano/a Studies department and students who 
complete the requirements can earn an Associate’s of Arts (AA) Degree in Central American 
Studies. Five transferable CSU and UC courses in Central American Studies will be offered, 
including the Central American Experience, Central American Literature, Introduction to Central 
American Studies, Central American Arts, and Central American Film.  
 

 
  



 
 

LOS ANGELES HARBOR COLLEGE 
Recent & Upcoming Events 

 

 
 
Harbor Palooza 3.0  
 
On August 23, over 400 In-n-Out burgers, cheeseburgers, and double doubles were served at 
this year’s Harbor Palooza that took place during Zero Week at Los Angeles Harbor College. 
The day’s event consisted of a carnival atmosphere complete with game booths and 
entertainment. Power 106 livened up the crowd as both President Dr. Luis Dorado and Vice 
President Henan L. Joof were dunked by Harbor College’s softball team amongst others. 
Students were also able to reach new heights as they climbed the rock wall. Hundreds attended 
the event hosted by Harbor College’s ASO. The atmosphere was electric and the campus was 
jumping with excitement. Opportunity drawings for Disneyland, Knott’s Berry Farm tickets, 
computer tablets, and Amazon and Target gift cards rounded out the day’s excitement. 
 



 
 
Harbor College’s Transfer Con IV  
 
Kicked off the 2022 Year with a Blast! Harbor College’s 4th Annual TransferCon 2022, “Transfer 
Things” edition held on August 23 was a blast to the past complete with an 80's fashion and a 
focus on transfer. The event was a huge hit and was well attended by incoming as well as 
returning students planning to transfer to four-year universities of high education. The day’s 
activities started with a transfer panel comprised of university representatives from all segments 
of higher education in California. Students had an opportunity to attend transfer-related 
workshops such as Transfer 101 and personal statement workshops conducted by our Transfer 
Center Team. The goal of Transfer Con is to ensure all students have the necessary information 
they need in their transfer journey at Harbor College.   



 
 
 

LOS ANGELES MISSION COLLEGE 
Recent & Upcoming Events 

 

 
 
LAMC Enrollment Fair with special guest Assemblymember Luz Rivas 
 
On August 13, Los Angeles Mission College (LAMC) hosted an Enrollment Event and 
Community Resource Fair, drawing close to 1000 visitors throughout the day. Over 20 
community organizations were present as LAMC enrolled students, rolled out the grand opening 
of their new Adult Education location, and promoted the expansion of their Dream Resource 
Center. The highlight of the day was receiving the generous investment from Assemblywoman 
Luz Rivas, totaling $10 million for a new Biotechnology and STEM Research Institute. 

 
Latino Heritage Month 
 
Starting September 19, Los Angeles Mission College will be celebrating Latino Heritage Month 
with a series of three events, including a panel discussion and screening of the play “Los 
Vendidos”, a presentation by photographer Carlos Puma, and a panel discussion entitled 
“Latinas in Leadership” that will feature Mission College alumni as well as current LAMC 
administrators. 
 
Melancholia with the Latino Theater Company 
 
We are also one of the colleges that will be hosting the production of Melancholia in partnership 
with the Latino Theater Co. Maria sent out the updated press release last week – I’m assuming 
you were already going to include it in the monthly because there are three colleges in the 
district that are participating. Our dates are September 22–24. 
 
 



LAMC’s Industry Day 
 
On October 14, Los Angeles Mission College will be hosting Industry Day. At this event, 
students will have the opportunity to network with local employers while learning about LAMC’s 
diverse program offerings. 
 
 

  



 
 

LOS ANGELES PIERCE COLLEGE 
Recent & Upcoming Events 

 

 
 
L.A. Pierce College Honored to Receive the Fernando Award 2022 
 
L.A. Pierce College will receive The Fernando Award for Valley Hero 2022 at the black-tie 64th 
Annual Fernando Award Dinner on September 9, 2022, at the Skirball Cultural Center.  
 
The Fernando Award is considered the highest award in the San Fernando Valley for 
recognition of a lifetime of volunteerism and service to the community. More than 60 community 
and business leaders have been recipients of the Fernando Award since 1959.  
 
L.A. Pierce College is celebrating its 75th year of service to the community and is proud to be 
recognized with this award. The other Valley Heroes for 2022 are L.A. Mission College, L.A. 
Valley College, Cal State Northridge University, and Woodbury University. 
 
 



 

Pierce College Hits Landmark Three-Quarter Century Mark 
 
Let’s celebrate Los Angeles Pierce College’s 75 Years of Excellence! We are deploying a 
special anniversary logo you are welcome to use over the next year. Plans are underway for an 
on-campus celebration in October. 
 
How did we get here? On September 15, 1947, the Clarence W. Pierce School of Agriculture 
opened its doors to its first class of 70 students—all male, all agriculture majors—and 18 faculty 
members.  
 
The men, pictured above in a World War II Quonset Hut, were just back from the war. The first 
president was Edwin B. Angier, who led from 1947 to 1955. He and the faculty shared founder 
Dr. Clarence W. Pierce's dream to provide an opportunity for hands-on training in agriculture 
sciences.  
 
As the San Fernando Valley grew, the need for a comprehensive community college to serve 
the region was apparent. The college changed its name and its mission when it became Los 
Angeles Pierce College in 1956.  
 
While the College remains unique in the greater Los Angeles area because of its farm and its 
agriculture program, it may be best characterized by its broad range of instructional programs 
and as one of the most respected community colleges and transfer institutions in California.  
 
Here is the story of how LA Pierce College began.  
 
 
 

http://piercecollege.edu/offices/honorees/pierce.asp


 
 

Pierce College Takes the Crown as Best Again in 2022 

 

For the remarkable record of eight years in a row, Pierce College again wins Best Community 

College among Los Angeles Daily News readers.  

 

The L.A. Daily News Readers Choice Awards 2022 were announced on August 28. The 
publication, which comes out at the end of August each year both hard copy and online, 
celebrates the best of San Fernando Valley and neighboring communities by a popular 
vote.  
 
Find the best people, places (we are one!), goods and services, food and drink at 
http://dailynews.readerschoice.la/. Thank you to everyone who makes Pierce the best, 
and to everyone who voted for us!  

 

 
  

http://dailynews.readerschoice.la/


 
 

LOS ANGELES SOUTHWEST COLLEGE 
Recent & Upcoming Events 

 

 
Student Benjamin Camacho, Executive Vice President of LASC’s Associated Student Organization  

with LACCD Chancellor Francisco C. Rodriguez 

 
Golden State Education and Training Grant Program 
 
On August 30, LASC hosted a press conference that highlighted the Golden State Education 
and Training Grant Program in which the California Student Aid Commission will be distributing 
funds to individuals who were displaced from work due to COVID-19. Among those who spoke 
at the press conference were Marlene Garcia, Executive Director of the California Student Aid 
Commission; Ben Chida, Chief Deputy Cabinet Secretary for the Office of Governor Gavin 
Newsom; LACCD Chancellor Francisco C. Rodriguez, Ph.D.; LASC Interim President Anthony 
Culpepper; and Ben Camacho, LASC student. The grant program supports Californians who 
lost their jobs due to the COVID-19 pandemic with a one-time grant of $2,500 for reskilling, up-
skilling and accessing educational programs to get back into the workforce. 



 
Cougars Football is Back! 
 
LASC's football team is set to return to the gridiron for the first time since 
2019. The Cougars will open the 2022 season on September 3 against 
Long Beach City College. The first home game will be against Compton 
College on September 10. Make sure to check out their schedule and stop 
by Cougars Stadium to cheer on LASC. 
 
File Photos: https://photos.app.goo.gl/M1XXrMhLCqBY5C7NA 
 
 
 

Townhall with Interim President Culpepper  
 
Dr. Anthony Culpepper, LASC's Interim President, had his first town hall-style campus meeting 
on August 29. Dozens of LASC's employees and students attended the virtual meeting on 
Zoom to meet with Dr. Culpepper and get answers to their questions to help create the best 
Southwest. The meetings will be held at 8 a.m. every Monday 
at tinyurl.com/VirtualCoffeeChatLASCPREZ. 
 

 
 
CP3 Elite Guard Basketball Camp 
 
NBA All-Stars Chris Paul, Devin Booker, and DeMar DeRozan took part in CP3 Elite Guard 
Camp at Los Angeles Southwest College on August 26. The CP3 Elite Guard Camp is an 
invitation-only camp for the top 20 high school and top 10 collegiate point guards from across 
the country. 
Photo Gallery: https://www.flickr.com/photos/lasccougars/albums/72177720301688804 
  

https://photos.app.goo.gl/M1XXrMhLCqBY5C7NA
https://tinyurl.com/VirtualCoffeeChatLASCPREZ
https://www.flickr.com/photos/lasccougars/albums/72177720301688804


 
 

LOS ANGELES TRADE-TECH COLLEGE 
Recent & Upcoming Events 

 

 
Students attend the ATM Open House. Additional ATM Open Houses were hosted throughout 

 the first week of the semester. 

 
LATTC's ATM Pathway Hosts Open House with 500+ Student Attendees 
 
On August 29, the first day of the Fall semester, Los Angeles Trade-Tech's Advanced 
Transportation & Manufacturing (ATM) hosted an Open House for students in the Automotive, 
Collision, Electronics, Heavy Truck & Transit, Rail Vehicle Maintenance, Machine Shop CNC, 
and Microcomputer programs. The event was the first in-person ATM Open House since the 
start of the pandemic and saw over 500 students in attendance.   
 
Transportation and Manufacturing are two of the largest industries in Los Angeles with many 
companies in the area leading the industry in the design, production, development, and use of 
multiple products including clean energy vehicles, technology products, and aerospace and 
automotive parts. Trade-Tech's ATM programs enable students to gain the competencies 
needed to build credentials for lifelong career success as they prepare to enter the workforce in 
the transportation and manufacturing sectors. 
 
 
 



Four LATTC Students Graduate from Gold Rising Program at the Academy of Motion 
Picture Arts and Sciences 
 
On August 6, the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences (AMPAS) hosted a ceremony 
for graduates of their Gold Rising Internship Program. Four Trade-Tech students from the 
Design and Media Arts pathway were among the 2022 graduating cohort of 100 students 
selected from over 7,000 applicants. They are Simeon Alojipan, Lorin “Lo” Brewer, Helen 
Chu, and Joaquin Estrada.  
  
Gold Rising is an entertainment industry internship and mentorship program for students and 
young professionals from underrepresented communities. 
  
The program features online technical workshops and masterclasses for students interested in 
cinematography, costume design, film editing, production design, and sound and visual 
effects. Upon completion of the program, all Gold Rising interns are paired with an Academy 
member for an eight-month mentorship. 

 

 

Lorin “Lo” Brewer accepts her award at the 2022 Gold Rising graduation ceremony on August 6 at the 
Academy Museum. 

   

https://www.oscars.org/gold-rising


 
LOS ANGELES VALLEY COLLEGE 

Recent & Upcoming Events 
 

 
Students met with counselors, won $50 gas cards, got free food, and met college service/programs  

at the Monarch Registration Fair on August 13, 2022. 

 
Los Angeles Valley College (LAVC) named Best Online College in the Daily News 2022 
Readers’ Choice Awards 
 
LAVC was honored with five Daily News Readers’ Choice Awards this year. LAVC was named 
Best Online College, Best Tutoring, Best Dance Studio/School, Best College Extension 
Program, and Favorite Place to Work by readers of the LA Daily News. In addition, Monarch 
Camp was named Best Kids Camp. See the digital version of Daily News 2022 Readers' Choice 
Awards Magazine. 
 
LAVC students win $1,000 2022 Gelb Scholarship Awards 
 
The Rickey & Robbi Gelb Charitable Foundation, Inc., awarded 43 LAVC students $1000 each 
as winners of the 2022 Gelb Scholarship Awards. Of all the applications we received, LAVC had 
the highest number of winners.  
 
 
 
 

http://dailynews.readerschoice.la/2022-daily-news-rc-on-issuu-com/
http://dailynews.readerschoice.la/2022-daily-news-rc-on-issuu-com/


Hollywood Foreign Press Assn. awards $60,000 grant for LAVC Media Arts programs 
 
The Hollywood Foreign Press Association (HFTA) and its charitable trust (HFPA CT) awarded a 
grant to the LA Valley College Foundation in the amount of $35,000 for LAVC’s film program, 
$20,000 for LAVC’s journalism program, and $5,000 for the HFPA Endowed Scholarship. 
 
LAVC Selected for a $50,000 UWGLA Grant to increase access for Hispanic and Latinx 
High School Students 
 
Los Angeles Valley College has been selected for a grant of $50,000 under the United Way of 
Greater LA’s 2022 Community Care + Power RFP. The Community Care + Power project aims 
to increase access to higher education and improve the success of Hispanic and Latinx high 
school students through dual enrollment. The other focus of this project is to engage, empower, 
and educate the families of Hispanics and Latinx high school students on the benefits of dual 
enrollment, college degree obtainment, career technical education programs, and the 
affordability of college. 
 
LAVC Foundation Board Member, LA Valley College, and Pierce College being honored 
at the 2022 Fernando Awards 
 
The Fernando Awards Foundation has named LAVC Foundation Board member Sharon Udkoff 
as its 2022 Fernando Award finalist on September 9 at the Skirball Cultural Center. In addition, 
both LAVC and Pierce College are being recognized as their 2022 Valley Hero awardees. The 
Fernando Award is considered the highest award in the San Fernando Valley that recognizes a 
lifetime of volunteerism and services to the community.  
 
LAVC Professor Phung Huynh was awarded the prestigious CCF Fellowship for Visual 
Arts 
 
Phung Huynh was named by the California Community Foundation for its 2022 Fellowship for 
Visual Artists. She is one of 12 Los Angeles County artists selected as recipients. Fellows will 
each receive an unrestricted grant of $40,000, which is an investment in the artist's career 
rather than a singular project. They also receive access to career development support and 
networking opportunities. 
 
LAVC Registration Days 
 
LAVC held both in-person and virtual Monarch Registration Days to help students enroll for the 
Fall semester. The in-person events featured one-on-one enrollment assistance, walk-in 
counselor visits, campus tours, meeting college programs and services, won prizes, and free 
food from Subway and Kona Ice Truck!  
 
LAVC Art Gallery presents We Became the River on Fire Exhibition  
 
The LAVC Art Gallery is pleased to present its latest exhibition, We Became the River on Fire, 
featuring the work of Tanya Brodsky, Katy Cowan, and Anna Mayer, and organized by Jason 
Kunke. The exhibition runs from September 7 - December 8, 2022, and there will be an Opening 
Reception for the exhibit on September 7 from 6-8 p.m. in the LAVC Art Gallery. We Became 
the River on Fire features work that explores the boundaries between ourselves and the objects 
or symbols we use to represent ourselves. These works play with the apparent presence of the 



artist's hand in the work of art, or the way the artwork demonstrates its production. For more 
information, visit the LAVC Art Gallery.  
 
LAVC Welcome Week 
 
Valley College welcomed students, faculty, and staff for the Fall semester with a week-long 
schedule of in-person activities. Events included a Fall Kick-Off Day with free tacos, games, and 
a chance to meet campus clubs & resources, Coffee & Donuts with President Gribbons, a 
Game Night, a Movie Night, Associated Student Union (student government) Panel, Managing 
Stress & Anxiety Workshop, and much more! 
 

 
Students, faculty, and staff at LAVC’s Fall Kick-Off event on August 30, 2022. 

  
College Fest 2022 for LAUSD LDNE at LAVC 
 
LAVC is hosting a 2022 College Fest for LAUSD Northeast students in the San Fernando Valley 
and surrounding Los Angeles areas on September 17 from 9 a.m.- 12 noon on LAVC’s North 
Mall lawn. We anticipate over 1,000 students and families in attendance and will have more 
than 60 public/ private colleges and university representatives. There will also be 10 college-
related workshops for students and families, with some workshops available in Spanish.   
 

 
 

 
  

https://lavcartgallery.com/section/514978-We-Became-the-River-on-Fire.html


 
 

WEST LOS ANGELES COLLEGE 
Recent & Upcoming Events 

 

 
 
Registration Events at West 
 
West held four in-person registration events this summer yielding over 500 RSVPs and many 
additional guests who visited without pre-registering. The events focused on completing 
transactions so attendees went to application, class selection/enrollment, and/or financial aid 
sessions where they received hands-on assistance completing tasks in large computer labs. 
Continuing and not yet enrolled students were also assisting in clearing roadblocks such as 
resetting passwords, finding their student ID #, changing their major, and other quick 
transactions that were preventing enrollment. Additionally, there were guided campus tours and 
great giveaways including Chromebooks and TAP cards. Outreach is following up with anyone 
who RSVP’d but did not attend. 
 

  
Math Division Earns $100k Grant to Innovate 
Pathway 
 
The Mathematics Division at West has earned a 
$100,000 grant to revise the college math pathway 
to/through Calculus. The intent is to increase the number 
of students, especially from under-represented groups, 
in STEM. We anticipate that this project will impact at 
least 200 students during the grant period, and hundreds 
more in the future. A team of four Math faculty, 
supported by the rest of the Math Department, the 



WLAC Professional Development Coordinator, a CSU consultant, and the Project Manager, will 
realign and restructure the curriculum of the prerequisite sequence, addressing the gap 
between high school and college precalculus. Revising and refocusing the main course 
objectives in Precalculus and Calculus will enable the creation of sample standards-based 
assessments that instructors could choose to use with alternative grading approaches. The 
project will make professional development on alternative grading available to all West math 
instructors. Math faculty will collect, share, and implement active learning and culturally relevant 
teaching strategies and materials to support math identity and foster positive attitudes toward 
math. The project results will be disseminated through the Los Angeles Community College 
District Math Discipline Committee, the statewide professional organizations CMC3 and CMC 
South, and the American Mathematical Association of Two-Year Colleges (AMATYC). 
 
 

West Embarks on “Caring Campus” Initiative 
 
As students return to campus and colleagues are 
again working face-to-face, Caring Campus is 
assisting staff and faculty in recommitting to 
practices and behaviors that support students and 
each other. The Caring Campus movement is 
supported by the Institute for Evidence-Based 
Change (IEBC). Through their studies, IEBC 
identified sets of intentional efforts or behaviors, 
traditional and virtual, to be implemented by colleges 
that can foster a sense of belonging and 
connectedness for students. The classified staff 
professionals at West who participated in IEBC 
training are leading this initiative. 
 
Employees gather each Wednesday, informally for 
coffee and snacks, to talk socially and hear about 
work done by a particular area to facilitate cross-
department knowledge. They are reminded, re-
commit to, and share examples of providing “warm 
referrals” for students, approaching interactions with 

students on a relational rather than transactional basis, and observing the 10 ft. rule of 
proactively seeking to assist any student – with a warm hello and smile - within 10 ft. who 
appears to need help. 
 
Within the Caring Campus, efforts are also more regular small acts to make employees feel 
appreciated such as recognition of birthdays. 
 
 

 
  



 
 

 
 

As the legislature wrapped up the two-year session 2021-2022 Legislative Session on August 31, 2022, 
bills that were passed by the Assembly and Senate now move to Governor Gavin Newsom’s desk for his 
signature. The Governor has until the end of September to sign or veto legislation.  
  
Of the LACCD tracked priority bills, nine bills head to his desk: 
 

• AB 102 (Holden) – Support  
• AB 1187 (Irwin) – Support  
• AB 1655 (Jones-Sawyer) – Support  
• AB 1705 (Irwin) – Watch  
• AB 1942 (Muratsuchi) – LACCD Sponsored Bill, Support 
• AB 2449 (Rubio) - Watch 
• AB 2627 (Bauer-Kahan) – Support  
• SB 886 (Weiner) Support 
• SB 1141 (Limon) – Support  

 

Our advocacy now turns to the Governor’s Office.  We will update all of our position letters and 
submit them to the Governor’s office as well as meet with the Governor’s staff if needed. 

 
 

LACCD Advocacy & Events 

https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202120220AB102
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202120220AB1187
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202120220AB1655
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202120220AB1705
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202120220AB1942
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202120220AB2449
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202120220AB2627
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202120220SB886
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On August 5, 2022, Press Conference was held at the Boyle Heights Youth Technology 
Center with Asm. Miguel Santiago regarding the passage of the Debt-Free College Plan 
 
CA Assemblymember Miguel Santiago, Chancellor Rodriguez, and ELAC President Roman co-
hosted a Debt-Free College Enrollment Fair at the Boyle Height Youth and Technology Center 
on August 5th. Dr. Katrina VanderWoude, Interim Vice Chancellor of Workforce Development 
and Adult Education was also in attendance. The event offered prospective students support 
with enrollment and financial aid, and highlighted the expansion of the College Promise program 
to include returning students. 

 
To view footage of the full press conference, click here  
 

 
 

 
 

https://fb.watch/eJ6WF-cn3V/


Highlighting Partnership with CalVolunteers 
 
On August 15, 2022, Chancellor Rodriguez joined LA Mayor Eric Garcetti for a press 
conference to highlight the city’s partnership with CalVolunteers on the CA For All Youth Jobs 
Corps Program. 
 

 
 

 
 
Senator Feinstein Tours LA Trade Tech College Programs 
 
August 16, 2022, US Senator Diane Feinstein’s Chief Education Consultant, Mr. Brent Palmer, 
visited LA Trade Tech College to tour the campus programs, speak with students, and learn 
more about LACCD’s legislative priorities. Chancellor Rodriguez led the visit with support from 
Vice Chancellor Katrina VanderWoude, LATTC President Robert Miller, and Ms. Maria Luisa 
Veloz. 
 

 
 

  



 
 

 
 

 
 
Foundation Receives New Grant Funding 
 
The Foundation is also pleased to announce a new grant of $40,000 from AT&T’s Connected 
Learning initiative, which aims to narrow the digital divide and homework gaps by providing 
today’s learners with equitable opportunities to learn and thrive. These funds will support 
academic success and direct aid supports for students across the District.   
 
 
 

Foundation for the Los Angeles Community Colleges Updates 



 
September is Hunger Action Month 
 
All month long, the Foundation for the Los Angeles Community 
Colleges, in partnership with Ralphs & Food4Less and Audacy, 
is launching a campaign to support LACCD students 
experiencing food insecurity. 
 

Audacy radio stations (Jack FM, KROQ, K Earth 101, and We Are Channel Q.) will feature 
district-wide efforts to address food insecurity. These efforts include West LA College's pop-up 
pantry and East LA College Foundation's 1,000 meal challenge. Further, Ralphs & Food 4 Less 
are doubling all donations to support food security for LACCD students. More here. 
 
This campaign also highlights how basic needs centers, like the Los Angeles Harbor College 
(LAHC) Basic Needs Center, help connect LACCD students with resources like CalFresh and 
on-campus supports like the Harbor Food Pantry. 
 

 
  

https://www.audacy.com/kroq/latest/donate-now-and-help-community-college-students-in-need


 
 

 
 

With the COVID-19 situation moving into an endemic stage, LACCD demobilized its Emergency 
Operations Center. The District will continue to monitor any health situations in partnership with 
various federal, state, and local agencies and guidance. 
 

Visit LACCD’s website for more Health and Safety Information  

 
 

 
 
 
About the Los Angeles Community College District  
We are the Colleges of Los Angeles!  LACCD (www.laccd.edu) is the nation’s largest community college district, 
educating about 250,000 students annually at its nine colleges that serve the residents of more than 36 cities and 
communities from 900 square miles of Los Angeles County.  Since 1969, the District has been providing an 
important learning pathway for students seeking transfer to four-year colleges or universities while also offering 
two-year degrees and certificated training programs to Southern California’s diverse workforce in many specialized 
trades and professions.  Follow us on Facebook, https://www.facebook.com/LACCD, @LACCD, and on Twitter, 
https://twitter.com/laccd @laccd, and Instagram, https://www.instagram.com/laccd_edu/ @laccd_edu.  
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Health & Safety Updates 

https://spdev.laccd.edu/About/Pages/HealthandSafetyInformation.aspx

