
 
 

OFFICE OF THE CHANCELLOR 
 

 

TO:  LACCD Board of Trustees 

FROM:  Chancellor Francisco C. Rodriguez, Ph.D. 

DATE:  August 3, 2022 

SUBJECT: Chancellor’s Monthly Report August 2022 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
The LACCD Chancellor’s Monthly Report for August 2022 includes brief updates on the following: 

I. Status on COVID-19 Public Health Emergency & District Status 

II. Update on the LACCD Enrollment & Enrollment Marketing 

III. Foundation for the Los Angeles Community Colleges 

IV. Special News, Events and Other Announcements 

V. Media Coverage Highlights 
 

I. Status on COVID-19 Public Health Emergency & District Recovery 

August 2022 moves us about a month away from the 2½-year 
mark of the worldwide COVID-19 pandemic that will occur in mid-
September.  There remains no indication by public health officials 
at the federal, state or local levels as to when the pandemic will be 
considered over or when it might transition to an endemic status. 
 
An update on the emerging Monkeypox situation follows, below, 
after the COVID-19 information.  

 
On August 1, 2022, Johns Hopkins University reported worldwide cases now exceed 578 million 
and 6.4 million deaths.  The United States leads the world by far in both categories, with 91.4 
million cases and 1.03 million deaths.  Second is Japan, with almost 13 million cases and about 
33,000 deaths, according to the university. 
 
Los Angeles County remains the top hot zone in the nation for cases and deaths, according to 
the Johns Hopkins University’s website.  The Los Angeles County Department of Public Health 
(LACDPH) reported on August 1 that 13,373 new cases were recorded over the weekend, 
bringing the County’s total to more than 3.3 million cases since the pandemic began.  Death 
totals also increased by 41 to now reach 32,747, an average of more than 1,000 deaths per 
month locally. 
 
Los Angeles County, however, last week did avoid a return to mandatory indoor masking as 
monitoring metrics seem to indicate the current summer surge may have plateaued, although 
numbers still are within “High Risk” levels. 
 
Health officials continue to stress: 

• Voluntary indoor masking remains highly recommended 

• Keep vaccination status updated, boosters highly recommended, but talk to your 
healthcare provider before getting additional booster(s)   

https://coronavirus.jhu.edu/map.html
https://coronavirus.jhu.edu/us-map
https://coronavirus.jhu.edu/us-map
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• Frequently wash / sanitize hands 

• Consider outdoor masking when at large gatherings 

• Stay home if sick; contact your healthcare provider for advice 

• Follow quarantine and masking requirements for a COVID-19 infection and recovery 

• Use prescription medicines available after talking to healthcare provider 

• Regularly test for COVID-19 
 

LACDPH reminds all that being fully vaccinated means you have received your full series of 
initial vaccination treatment (either the one- or two-dose series).  Being up to date means you 
have received the appropriate booster(s). 
 
District & Colleges 
Masking, Testing & Scanning at LACCD and its colleges 

• Indoor masking at the District and all colleges stopped June 12 

• Free, disposable surgical-style masking remain available on request by anyone 

• Supplies of self-administered “antigen” tests are still available upon request 

• District-provided COVID-19 testing for students no longer required 

• District-provided COVID-19 testing remains available for all employees, but only 
employees with vaccination exemptions are required to test weekly; optional for others 

• Self-check required at all sites; Scan-in required at District’s downtown office 
 

Vaccinations at LACCD and its colleges 

• COVID-19 vaccination requirements remain in effect for all employees as a condition of 
employment, by:  

o Being fully vaccinated and have vaccination records in their Cleared4 account, or 
o Having an approved exemption on file together with proof of a current weekly 

negative test in their Cleared4 account 

• COVID-19 booster requirements and/or exemptions stopped for all effective May 4 

• Many of the colleges continue to work with outside healthcare partners to provide testing 
and vaccination clinics for the general public, as well as students or District employees 

• More vaccination information available online 
 
District Emergency Operations Center (EOC) 
Plans continue to downsize EOC to just one or two Command Staff positions, as needed, by 
mid-August under demobilization actions that began last month.  No formal meetings of the 
EOC or with the EOC and the colleges’ Incident Command Centers (ICCs) will occur after 
August 23, unless deemed critical in response to a pandemic incident.  The colleges will 
determine their own schedules, if needed, for the ICCs. 
 
Last week, LACDPH also announced that reporting COVID-19 cases to LACDPH has been 
streamlined, so that only clusters of three or more cases need to be reported. 
 
The EOC is in the process of working with a consulting company to facilitate a final After-Action 
Report that should be finalized in October. 
 
Monkeypox 
California Gov. Newsom on Aug. 1 declared a new State of Emergency to support the state’s 
response to Monkeypox.  The Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors is expected to follow 
with its own declaration on Aug. 2 after Board Chair Holly Mitchell issued a proclamation of a 
local emergency.  LACDPH has a dedicated webpage on the new virus and its efforts to get 
targeted demographic populations vaccinated.  Dashboard statistics are also being published. 

http://publichealth.lacounty.gov/acd/ncorona2019/covidtests/how/
http://publichealth.lacounty.gov/media/Coronavirus/docs/vaccine/FAQ-VaccineFullyVaxUpToDate.pdf?utm_content=&utm_medium=email&utm_name=&utm_source=govdelivery&utm_term=
http://publichealth.lacounty.gov/acd/ncorona2019/vaccine/hcwsignup/
https://www.gov.ca.gov/2022/08/01/74502/
https://mitchell.lacounty.gov/hjm/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/Local-Emergency-Proclamation-for-Monkey-Pox-Chair-of-the-Board-004.pdf?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
http://publichealth.lacounty.gov/media/monkeypox/
http://publichealth.lacounty.gov/media/monkeypox/data/index.htm
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The emergency declarations are not expected to have a direct impact on LACCD, and are more 
focused on the coordination of medical supplies and related logistics. 
 
LACCD Emergency Operations Center’s Command Team representatives—Deputy Chancellor 
Melinda Nish, Ed.D., and Communications Director William Boyer—have been in direct 
discussions with LACDPH regarding the situation, most recently during the District’s July 29 
briefing with LACDPH. 
 
As of August 1, 2022, total confirmed cases of Monkeypox in the U.S. stands at 5,811 cases, 
according to the U.S. Centers for Disease Control (CDC) website.  New York has the most 
cases reported, at 1,390, followed by California with 827, including about 400 cases in Los 
Angeles County.  No deaths have been reported. 
 
LACDPH told the District the disease is rare and is not considered fatal.  Monkeypox can spread 
when a person has close contact with a person infected with monkeypox virus or when a person 
comes in contact with materials (e.g., bedding, towels) that are contaminated with the virus. The 
monkeypox virus can also spread from animals to people.  Symptoms onset from five to 21 days 
after exposure, including: 
 

 
There are no specific treatments for Monkeypox and preventative vaccinations are currently 
limited due to supply issues.  LACDPH is closely following the situation and is conducting 
contact tracing. 
 
Currently, LACDPH advises the general population remains at very low risk, based on current 
information and statistics and there is no specific immediate impact to Institutes of Higher 
Education, including LACCD.  There are no current recommended actions, notification 
requirements or other steps being required for colleges or universities at this time. 
 
If you think you may have Monkeypox, LACDPH recommends you contact your healthcare 
provider immediately.  If you don’t have a healthcare provider, call 2-1-1 for help.  
 

LACDPH Home Isolation Instructions for People 
with MonkeyPox is posted online. 
 
 
LACDPH Guidance for Individuals Who Have   
Been Exposed to Monkeypox is posted online. 
 

Additional information resources are also available online.    

https://www.cdc.gov/poxvirus/monkeypox/response/2022/us-map.html
http://publichealth.lacounty.gov/acd/docs/MonkeypoxIsolation.pdf
http://publichealth.lacounty.gov/acd/docs/MonkeypoxGuidanceforExposedIndividuals.pdf
http://publichealth.lacounty.gov/media/monkeypox/resources.htm#reduce
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II. Updates on LACCD Enrollment & Marketing for L.A. College Promise 
Enrollment information for Summer Session as provided by the District’s Office of Institutional 
Effectiveness: 
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Enrollment Marketing 
 

The Districtwide Enrollment 
Fair and Open House at all 
nine colleges—Where Los 
Angeles Learns--is planned 
for 9 a.m. to 1 p.m., 
Saturday, August 13, 2022. 
 

A concentrated, districtwide 
media marketing blitz for the 
event is already underway. 
 

More than 1,000 radio ads 
in English and Spanish 
will air for two weeks, 
Aug. 1-13 on both AM and 
FM stations throughout 
Los Angeles County. 
 

Stations include KBIG, 
KDAY, KISS, KJLH, KLVE, 
KNX, KOST, KPWR, KRCD, 
KRRL, KSCA, KTWV, KYSR 
and KLAC. 
 

A special 30-second video on the event (see link below), is going out across several social 
media platforms—Facebook, Instagram, Twitter, TikTok and YouTube—plus additional 
boosted posts on Facebook and LinkedIn.  The image, above, is the digital announcement 
for social media news feeds and geofencing messaging around the colleges. 
 

Watch Enrollment Fair & Open House 
video 
 
Email nudging messages are also being 
sent to students at all nine colleges who 
have applied by not yet enrolled.  In 
addition to the District efforts, each of the 
colleges are also doing additional social 
media, outreach and advertising branded 
to them. 
 
A news release about the event was 
issued Wednesday, Aug. 3 and another 
will be sent next week. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

https://www.youtube.com/shorts/03jNv80Co2w
https://www.youtube.com/shorts/03jNv80Co2w
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III. Foundation for the Los Angeles Community Colleges 
Kelly King, Chief Advancement Officer and Executive Director of the Foundation for Los 
Angeles Community Colleges reports:  
 

The Foundation is concluding its first year of working in collaboration with The Mayor’s 
Fund for Los Angeles, the Dream Resource Centers at the colleges and community-
based providers CHIRLA and CARECEN to expand access to information, legal services, 
and fee assistance for undocumented students attending LACCD.  The Foundation is 
working on a one-year report to be available later this year. 
 
The District estimates that there are over 6,000 undocumented students attending LACCD, 
many of whom are DACA recipients or eligible to apply, and in need of these types of 
services and financial assistance to cover DACA renewal fees or other related actions. 
 
 

IV. Special News, Events and Other Announcements 
 
 

Architects Celebrate Two From LACCD  
News of two awards/recognitions to be given to LACCD personnel. 
 
On July 13, the American Institute of Architects Los Angeles (AIA|LA) announced the 2022 
annual Presidential and Board of Director Awards.  Recipients are recognized for their 
contributions to the evolving landscape of Los Angeles and who reflect the goals of greater 
inclusivity, diversity, and equity, both within the profession and the built environment.  

 
This year, Los Angeles Trade-Technical College (LATTC) Professor 
Marcela Oliva received the Educator of the Year award for fostering 
the intellectual and/or professional growth of emerging architects and 
demonstrating a commitment to advancing the architecture profession 
for generations to come. 
 
Professor Oliva currently teaches Architecture and Environmental 
Design at LATTC.  For 29 years, she has focused on improving the 
social conditions in our surrounding communities using a hands-on 
approach to instruction. Some of her innovative student assignments 

include super shade structures, tiny houses, net zero “granny flats” and a smart vertical 
trellis.  Professor Oliva along with the other honorees will be formally celebrated during the 
2022 AIA|LA Design Awards Ceremony on October 27.  
 

 
 
On October 6, the Asian American Architects and Engineers Association 
will hold its 44th annual Awards Banquet honoring a variety of local 
officials, including LACCD’s Rueben Smith, D.C.Sc., Vice Chancellor 
and Chief Facilities Executive.  Vice Chancellor Smith will receive the 
association’s Leadership Award. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

https://www.aialosangeles.org/news/press-releases/https-www-aialosangeles-org-page_id80474previewtrueaiala-2022-presidential-award-honorees-and-gold-medal-award-winner/
https://aaaesc.org/
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LATTC Students at SkillsUSA National Conference 
On June 20-24, 2022, LATTC’s Culinary students participated in the SkillsUSA National 
Conference Championship in Atlanta, Georgia.  The SkillsUSA Championships are 

premier events showcasing the best of 
career and technical education students 
in the nation, who must compete through 
local and state competitions before 
earning the right to compete in the 
national level.  Participating students did 
an outstanding job representing LATTC 
on a national level, including Francisco 
Hernandez, who was awarded the Silver 
Medal in Culinary Arts. 
 
At top left, Team LATTC on the way to 
Atlanta.  From left, Faculty Chef Gayle 
Lachica (Restaurant Service), student 
Samantha Gaydowski (Commercial 
Baking), Francisco Hernandez, in back, 
middle, (Culinary Arts), Pradhyuman Jha 
(Restaurant Service), and Faculty Chef 
Jerry Vachon (Culinary Arts).  Not 
pictured: Faculty Chef Stacy Damaso 
(Commercial Baking). 

 
At bottom left, Hernandez being 
presented a Silver Medal in the Culinary 
Arts competition. 

 
 
 
Los Angeles Southwest College (LASC) Interim President Anthony Culpepper, Ed.D., 
Off to Busy Start 

LASC’s new Interim 
President Dr. Anthony 
Culpepper met with 
more than 50 members 
of the community and 
the college’s 
Foundation on 
Thursday, July 21, at 
the Chester 

Washington Golf Course in West Athens.  
Dr. Culpepper shared his personal story 
about being a son of the community, a first-
generation college student at LASC, as 
well as his executive and management experiences. He also heard from the community 
about their hopes and aspirations for the college and welcomed the opportunity to continue 
to engage with them in the months ahead. 
 
 

https://www.skillsusa.org/events-training/national-leadership-and-skills-conference/
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Dr. Culpepper also welcomed and shared 
encouraging words with more than 500 people 
who attended LASC's Southwest Daze 
enrollment and orientation day on Saturday, 
July 16, on campus.  The luau-themed, fun-
filled day included music, food, and plenty of 
entertainment, including an appearance by 
Hawaiian dancers.  The college’s dedicated 
support team shared with attendees all the 
steps to become a student and the many 
benefits of attending LASC. The support team 
also provided application and FAFSA 
workshops, orientations in English and 
Spanish, and looked to answer all questions. 
Southwest Daze will again take place on 
LASC’s campus from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Saturday, August 6, as well as from 9 a.m. to 
1 p.m. Saturday, August 13, to coincide with 
district-wide Enrollment Fair and Open House. 
 
 
 

Enrollment Days at East Los Angeles College Also Planned Throughout August 
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Enrollment Fair Announcements from Los Angeles City College, Los Angeles 
Technical College, Los Angeles Pierce College and Los Angeles Harbor College 
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New Climate Change Education Center at West Los Angeles College (WLAC) 

 
 
WLAC will be the home of the new California Center for 
Climate Change Education, an LACCD initiative made 
possible by the passage of California Bill AB1913 which 
appropriated $5 million to establish the center. 
 
The Center will promote climate change education and 
establish opportunities for students to engage in hands-on 
internships and other learning opportunities.  Projects include: 
 

• Serve as a resource for community colleges on climate change education by 
developing curriculum that can be shared.  

• Enhance partnerships with nonprofit organizations that encourage the development 
of student internships and work-based learning opportunities.  

• Explore and expand internships, apprenticeships, and other work-based learning 
opportunities for students in green jobs sectors.  

• Partner with local and regional entities to support the workforce training needed in 
the greening of the energy grid and other industries.  

• Develop and sustain an annual urban climate change and sustainability conference.  
 
“West is in a prime location to provide an optimum opportunity to study climate change, 
given our proximity to the ocean, the mountains, urban streams (Ballona Creek), and urban 
environs--as well as having as a "next door neighbor" one of the largest urban oilfields in 
the United States,” WLAC President James M. Limbaugh said.  “We are excited to have 
been chosen for this vital project which will complement our unique Climate Changes 
Studies Associate Degree program.” 
 
 
Vincent Price Art Museum’s “Sonic Terrains” Exhibition Earns High Praises 

Over at East Los Angeles College, the Vincent 
Price Art Museum’s (VPAM) latest exhibition 
titled Sonic Terrains in Latinx Art earned many 
praises from the Los Angeles art community 
and the media since opening in April. 
 
Sonic Terrains in Latinx Art is a major exhibition 
of Latinx sound practices, extending from the 
early avant-gardism of sound art to new 
interdisciplinary art forms.  The exhibition 

featured an intergenerational roster of 30 artists and collectives that aimed to establish new 
directions in the field of Latinx art history.  Artists in the exhibition utilized sound in dynamic 
and varied outputs, including visual art, performance, spoken word, music, pirate radio, 
public protest, and social practice.  The exhibition has been nationally and locally 
recognized by news outlets such as NPR, Hyperallergic, KCET Artbound, The Latinx 
Project at NYU, and most recently received a positive review by the Los Angeles Times. 
 
The exhibition closed July 30.  VPAM is free and open to the public Wednesday through 
Saturday, Noon to 4 p.m.  Masks are highly recommended in the museum at all times. 
 

http://vincentpriceartmuseum.org/
http://vincentpriceartmuseum.org/
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Baby Formula and Baby Supply Distribution at Los Angeles City College 
Los Angeles City College (LACC) teamed up with Los Angeles County Supervisor Hilda L. 
Solis to help distribute much-needed free baby formula and baby supplies to LACC 
students and community on July 21, 2022.  More than 100 families, parents, children and 
grandparents stopped by campus to pick up the essential supplies. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
LACC Hosts Celebration for Summer Animation Bootcamp Students.   
Los Angeles City College (LACC) will host a celebration for students enrolled in Summer 
Animation Bootcamp on August 3, 2022. LA County high school students will screen their 
films based on a re-interpretation of “Alice in Wonderland”  and receive completion 
certificates. The LACC 5-week Summer Animation Bootcamp was open to all LA County 
high school students interested in learning about animation while also earning 6 
transferrable college course credits. The bootcamp allowed students to experience college 
for the first time and learn about the process of making an animated short film, create 
character designs, storyboards, 3D modeling, editing, sound design and more. The cohort 
is made up of 48 students, 40 of which are LAUSD students. 
 
Teen Innovation and Entrepreneurial Summer (TIES) Program at LACC  
On July 22, students from Los Angeles Unified Linked Learning summer bridge programs 
from five schools enrolled in the Teen Innovation and Entrepreneurial Summer (TIES) 

program, hosted by Project ECHO 
(Entrepreneurial Concepts Hands On!).  The 
students participated in a capstone project 
where they presented their business start-up 
pitches to a panel of judges.  During the two-
week program, student teams identified a 
problem and developed a product or service 
as the solution.  They researched 
competitors, did product branding, 
researched target markets, price points and 
developed a presentation and pitch deck.   
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Car Lovers Rejoice—Supercar Sundays are Back at Los Angeles Pierce College  
 

Supercar Sunday, one of the region’s best car shows, 
has resumed its normal schedule at Los Angeles Pierce 
College, (LAPC) every Sunday, 7-10 a.m., outdoors in 
Lot 7.  
 
Auto enthusiasts gather to share their amazing vehicles 
and camaraderie.  Porsche of Woodland Hills and LAPC 
sponsor the event.  Special Marque Days showcase 
different supercar models monthly, with August 7 
showcasing Street Legal Factory Racecars and August 
14 is Porsche Marque Day. 
 
Visit Pierce College every Sunday to join the community 
event where celebrities and fabricators hang out and kick 

tires with neighborhood folks.  
 
 
Valley Fright Nights at Los Angeles Pierce College (LAPC)  

 
Valley Fright Nights, the Summer Scare 2022, is a scare-
fest now through August 28 at LAPC.  It runs Thursday 
through Sunday nights, 8 p.m. to Midnight, with three 
Scare Mazes, a 3D Killer Clown House, the House of 
Horror and the Cave of Darkness. Beyond the scare 
zones visitors can enjoy food, fun and other fun 
entertainment. 
 
The fully immersive walkthrough horror event experience 
is intended to entertain and amuse guests.  Ticket are 
$79 for the express line and $49 general admission.  
Parking is $10, near the college’s Equestrian Center.  The 

event is recommended for ages 11 and older and recommended that children 13 or 
younger be accompanied by an adult.  Additional info and tickets online. 
 
 

  

http://www.supercarsunday.com/
https://www.valleyfrightnights.com/?fbclid=IwAR1Hjrn0b2jmDA6MzT7ARkeonmRrJ1q0rqa1pD_IilF2BpA0woe6f7h9RCQ
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News Releases & Media Coverage Highlights 
 
Debt-Free College Promise Event 
 
In partnership with Assemblymember Miguel Santiago, Chancellor Rodriguez and LACCD 
Trustee Kelsey Iino co-hosted a Debt-Free College Enrollment Fair at the Koreatown Youth 
Community Center on Saturday, July 16.  Several hundred students and community 
members showed up to learn more about enrolling at an LACCD college and the broader 
College Promise program expansion sponsored by Santiago and LACCD.  
 
A second Debt-Free College Enrollment Fair, co-hosted by Asm. Santiago and Chancellor 
Rodriguez, is scheduled for Friday, August 5 at the Boyle Heights Technology Youth 
Center. 
 

 
 
 

https://www.laccd.edu/Documents/Debt%20Free%20Los%20Angeles%20College%20Promise%20Enrollment%20Day%20July%2016.pdf

