Advisory Council on Student Learning Outcomes

March 11, 2010
LA City College—MLK Library Conference Room 113
1-3 PM
Participants:   Daryl Kinney—District, Pat Flood—Mission, Deborah Paulson—Mission, Ron Reis—Valley (for Rebecca Stein), Patty Schmolze—City, Kirsten Thorne—Pierce   

Absent: Deborah Harrington—District;, Dave Humphreys—Harbor, Veronica Jaramillo—East, Lora Lane—Harbor, Rebecca  Stein--Valley,  Lloyd Thomas –West,  Tom Vesella –Trade, Glenn Yoshida—Southwest 
Gary Colombo joined the meeting to describe the SLO workshop he organized for Student Services Programs at Trade Tech in January.  Bob Pacheco came from Barstow College to facilitate an overview of SLOs and SLOs in student services for both workers and vice presidents in the various student services areas.  Some of the LACCD colleges are well on their way in terms of working with the SLO programs on their campuses and others are not at all involved with SLO efforts.  Gary noted that the SLO coordinators should have been included in this effort as a mechanism for conveying the importance of working together in identifying and assessing learning outcomes in all areas of the colleges.  He stated that any future efforts to support student services areas in their SLO efforts should include more hands on work to identify both outcomes and ways to assess those outcomes. At least a portion of the day should be spent with programs working together in their various areas (financial aid, admissions & records, child care centers, and so forth) before coming together as a college.  There was also a suggestion that follow up work with student services could be done at their various program level district meetings (such as financial aid directors and so forth).  

After some discussion, SLO coordinators agreed to go back to their campuses to contact representatives form the various student services areas to determine what, if anything, was being done in the area of SLOs in student services on their campus.  A brief report (one-two paragraphs) will be sent to Daryl by March 26 so she can compile a summary of district activities in student services SLO identification and assessment.  Then, each SLO coordinator will invite at least one representative from student services to attend the next SLO Advisory Council meeting (April 16) so that we can talk with them about their needs and how we can support them in their efforts. Once we assess the needs, we can plan another hands-on workshop for student services over the summer.

Gary also distributed an excerpt from the spring 2010 ACCJC News, asking us to read an article on page 3 on world wide changes in higher education, especially with regard to the movement towards common competencies and outcomes across universities in Europe.
The discussion of the SLO White Paper on Minimum Standards for SLO Programs in the LACCD with the District Academic Senate is scheduled for their meeting on March 25 at 2 PM in the Board Hearing Room at the district office.  As several coordinators will be at the RP Group SLO conference in Costa Mesa on that day, Deborah, Daryl, and Lloyd may be the only representatives there to explain the standards set forth in the paper.

Rebecca Tillberg, the researcher at West and the chair of the Collaborative Committee on Program Review which is in the process of developing an online program review, did not come to the meeting as scheduled as she said the committee was not quite ready for input on the SLO section of the program review process they are developing.  She was quite enthusiastic and supportive of having SLO coordinators provide input to the process but felt that the work on the SLO section would begin over the summer.  She also wanted everyone to understand that this is a collaborative process and that substantial flexibility is being built into the program so that each college should be able to adapt the program to fit their model of SLOs and assessment.  In the end, colleges will choose to use this program or they can use some other program review process, as long as there is some process in place at each college.
Finding a day and time to meet is becoming more and more difficult.  The next meeting was set for Friday, April 16 from 12-2 PM at LACC.  We are also toying with the idea of meeting an Thursday afternoon at 1 PM if that would work for folks.  Remember that we are to invite someone from student services to come to our next meeting.
