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President's Report

Rather than focusing on one topic, like the last time, I would like to cover a number of issues briefly.

Next Tuesday will determine not only the future of the country, but of our facilities program. Mark Drummond tells me that the latest polling still shows strong support for J (in the mid to high sixties). I can’t say much more, as you know, except to point out its obvious importance. Without it, many colleges are going to have to shelve major building plans.

On the budget front, intensive discussions are continuing. Beside the DBC, the Fiscal Policy Review Committee (a subcommittee of DBC) meets monthly, as I mentioned at our last meeting. In addition, the Chancellor has now formed the Crisis Response Group, (see yesterday’s Board Report.) Carl and I represent the faculty on that. I am a little concerned that the DBC faculty be fully in the loop on all these conversations, but we should be able to work this out. If any of you would like to hear more about the budget, let me know, and I can send you the DBC correspondence. The minutes are available through the district Intranet (go to Faculty and Staff Services and the bottom tab on the left). 

This Friday I will be meeting with the Student Trustee Rose Bustos, the ASO presidents, Financial Aid Office administrators, and interested faculty to talk about how we can work together to boost student applications. We still have an enormous number of qualified students not applying for financial aid. In these grim economic times, it’s even more important that we try to do something about this. If you are interested, I would be very happy to have you join us. We meet at noon here at the district office. Just let me know, and I can arrange parking.

Having Eloise Crippens downtown two days a week has been a real assist in our efforts to move equivalency requests forward promptly, and Kathleen assures me that the discipline committees are doing their job by meeting on a regular basis, with just a few exceptions. That’s just what we want to hear, given their central importance, not just for these petitions but to discuss a whole range of issues. I had the chance to meet with the English committee a few days ago, and it was a very useful exchange. I urge any of you serving on one of these committees to keep pushing your colleagues to meet regularly. We’re considering ideas for a larger gathering next semester, perhaps of CTE faculty.

The Sustainability Committee met last Friday and discussed our next steps, with our Summit discussions in mind especially. Don Gauthier’s Environmental Studies 1 course is working its way through the curriculum process and will be offered as a 99 in the spring. This is a broadly interdisciplinary course that will serve as a foundation for subsequent classes. John Grimmer and colleagues are continuing work on a “Sustainability 101” course (with more of a science emphasis than Don’s). Architecture faculty are working on four courses. The sooner all colleges start offering these courses the better. Meanwhile, a wonderful student-to-student program entitled “Sustainable Works” has started at Valley. The faculty and student response has been very positive. We hope to have this expanded to City, East, Pierce, and Trade by the spring. (Others are welcome to join in!)

Turning to the Student Success Initiative, we are working with the DCC on how to further incorporate essential skills in our Course Outline of Record. Last fall, when we adopted the “Framework for Student Success,” I talked about how two of the 17 proposals would require district-wide action. One of them was to “spread essential skills across the curriculum,” and we specified that they be added to the COOR. Actually, due to Title 5 regulations, writing, critical thinking, and reading are already listed. So we’re looking at ways to group them together and to add two more.  Plans for the Faculty Academy are also proceeding.

Accreditation remains a major topic of discussion. The article in Academically Speaking sums it up pretty well, I think. Since then, Marty Hittelman, now president of the CFT, has written a letter to ACCJC regarding faculty evaluations and SLO’s. I will send it on later today, along with Janet Fulk’s response.

Finally, the Fall Plenary is next week. I’m happy, as it’s at the Bonaventure, which I can see from my window! It sure beats driving to Anaheim. I’m hoping some of you will be joining the Exec members. The DAS is willing to pay half for anyone interested. It’s a great opportunity to see the full ASCCC in action. I always come away inspired anew by our collective wisdom.

Please write or call with any questions, suggestions--or complaints. I’m always glad to hear from you.

All the best,

David

