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President's Report

The Board voted yesterday to cancel any summer session staring on or after July 1 this year. First sessions will proceed, as long as they begin in June. There had been recommendations to cancel even those--John and Carl argued for this in the DBC last week--but the faculty response was otherwise entirely negative. Over the last several days I notified the board and the chancellor that the faculty reaction was strong. Given the short timeline, it just didn't seem fair to our students to cancel the first session. 

Frankly, I think the BOT members felt the same way. No one argued yesterday for canceling the first session. Given the severity of the budget crisis, however, they felt they had to do something right away, and so moved to eliminate the second sessions.

I wish this had been decided and communicated a few months ago, at least as an option if the propositions failed. That said, I do think it was the prudent thing to do. We're in a profound budget crisis, one greater than any in the last thirty years, and, for various reasons, it's better to cut summer and winter sessions than the main terms. (I think you can safely assume that there will be no winter intersession.) Fall and spring will also have to be cut, of course, but now not quite as much as would have been the case without yesterday's action.

The Emergency Response Task Force meets this afternoon. Also, the DBC will have extra meetings through July. We will meet on June 3 and 17, as well as July 8 and 22. You're very welcome to join us. Also, you're always welcome to be added to the list to receive minutes. We’ll be looking at a wide range of cuts. The goal will be to be as fair as possible, to avoid staff layoffs if at all possible, and to maintain our core missions with as much integrity as we can. It’s not going to be easy, and I ask for patience and understanding from all of you—and all of our colleagues—as we attempt this difficult task. The good news is that we’re in strong shape in many respects. The colleges that have struggled in the past are in better condition, and the District Office operation has had little growth in recent years. We still have a healthy district balance. That said, it’s going to get pretty rough. The chancellor’s worst case estimates have risen dramatically over the last few weeks.

Since Academically Speaking should be in your boxes by now, I won’t say anything else in this newsletter. Normally I don’t do a newsletter in the summer months, but I will do something in June, to keep you in the loop.

Call or write if you have any questions.
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