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District Academic Senate Meeting
           
Thursday, October 12, 2006

1:30 - 4:00 p.m. 

L.A. Harbor College, Seahawk Center

MINUTES    
	
	Present
	Absent

	Officers
	Leon Marzillier (President), LaVergne Rosow (VP)

Lina Chen (Treasurer) , Angela Echeverri (Secretary),  Beverly Shue (Past President)
	

	City
	Dana Cohen, Fleur Steinhardt
	Kathleen Bimber, Robert Vangor

	East
	David Beaulieu, Lurelean Gaines
	Alex Immerblum, Anthony Samad

	Harbor
	Susan McMurray, June B. Smith   
	Wendy Hollis, Pam Watkins

	Mission
	Angela Echeverri, Gary Prostak
	Vickie Oddino

	Pierce
	Pam Brown
	Blanca Adajian, Diane Levine, Izzy Goodman

	Southwest
	Paul Doose
	Kathy Cliff, Reggie Morris, Todd Roberts

	Trade
	
	Brenda Austin, Steven Kasmar, Larry Pogoler, Chini Johnson

	Valley 
	John Maddox, Shannon Stack
	Deborah Harrington

	West
	Eloise Crippens
	Adrienne Foster, Margaret Michels, May DuBois

	Guests
	L. McKenzie (LAHC), Ben Smith (CALPIRG Student Chapter), Paul Zolner (WLAC), Edward D. Gonzalez (Student at LAHC), Linda Spink (President of LAHC) 


1. Call to Order – Approval of Agenda: President Marzillier called the meeting to order at 1:45 pm.  Agenda was approved. Item 14 (Location of future DAS meetings) was moved to the top of the agenda.

2. Minutes of May meeting – Echeverri: Minutes were approved with minor corrections.

3. Public Speakers:

· Harbor College President Linda Spink welcomed the DAS members and spoke about five major construction projects that are currently in progress at the campus.

· Ben Smith from CALPIRG (California Students Public Interest Research Group) is working on a New Voters Registration Project among college students. Have efforts underway at City, Pierce, Valley, and Trade. 

Reports
4. President's Report (Marzillier): 

(a) ASCCC Fall Session: Area C meeting will be at Wilshire Grand Hotel on Saturday, October 15th starting at 9 am. The president of AAUP will be the keynote speaker during luncheon. 

(b) Consultation: Scheduled for the morning of Wednesday, October 25th with 11 items on agenda. Beaulieu, Rosow, McMurray, and Crippens plan to attend. Agenda items include vice president evaluation process, replacement of faculty positions, district budget allocation model, administrative retreat rights, and DAS vice president summer compensation. 

Discussion: DAS has not able to reach on agreement with the LACCD on administrative retreat rights since 1999 and therefore revert back to pre-AB 1725 criteria.  Valley and West currently have administrators retreating to the classroom and faculty are concerned about the rules and meeting minimum qualifications.

Doose stated that College Council at Southwest College has too few faculty and too many classified representatives. He added that it can be used to circumvent the academic senate and union in decision making processes. LASW received technical assistance from ASCCC, but the college president has not implemented the recommendations. Beaulieu stated that there are 5 Senate and 5 AFT representatives on College Council at East L.A. College.

(c) DBC: Marzillier’s term as co-chair of the District Budget Committee ended in June, but DBC voted to allow him to continue as co-chair until May 2007. DBC co-chair Tyree Wieder’s term will also end at this time. The DBC voted in August to increase the LACCD office budget; the committee approved $1.3 million from $1.7 million original request. Chancellor Young has also requested giving the district office five percent of the total LACCD budget.  Next DBC meeting is on Wednesday October 25th. Mike Hall will attend to discuss proposed changes in the LACCD budget allocation model.

Discussion: Doose, Friedlander, Bealieu, and MacDowell have raised objections to the five percent proposal. Doose stated he would support proposal if a certain percentage of Program 100 budget would be allocated to classroom instruction on each campus, but not otherwise. Shue said Ed code specifies that 50 percent of campus budget must be allocated to classroom instruction and spoke against the five percent proposal. Beaulieu will make a statement at the next DBC meeting that the DAS opposes the five percent proposal by consensus.

(d) Dolores Huerta Director: Selection process will take place next week. There are 6 to 8 candidates.

5. VP Report (Rosow):

(a) DCC: There is some disagreement over decentralization and the ability of DCC to control curriculum on local campuses. After the approval of E-65 in 1998 DCC lost veto power over local curriculum. Rosow added that a lack of decentralization will stifle creativity.

Discussion: Shue stated curriculum and articulation are local processes, with district-wide notice and opportunity to make comments. Crippens: West had English as a Second Language (ESL) classes, ESL 6A and 5A, that were not transferable, because the LACCD articulates college by college. WLAC revised the course outlines to make them transferable, but they still appear as non-transferable on district TCA database (Transfer course agreement).

(b) EPAC: Lack of discipline committees make EPAC’s job of determining equivalency very difficult. Need a discipline committee for political science. Please e-mail Rosow name of person who represents your campus for political science.  Rosow has had trouble identifying discipline committee chairs. 

Discussion: Doose stated he is the LASW representative for geography and geology (earth sciences), but he has never been called to serve on a discipline committee.  Shue: In the 1990s college Academic Senate Presidents submitted a list of representatives for all disciplines. She added that a discipline representative list needs to be compiled once a semester.  Some discipline committees, such as Math, English, Child Development and Nursing meet regularly. Rosow reiterated that the DAS vice president position needs compensation during the summer time. 

6. Treasurer's report (Chen): Treasurer Chen submitted a report showing DAS checking account balance of $195.89 as of 10/12/2006. Only three colleges (Pierce, Trade, and Southwest) have paid their dues for 2006-2007. All campuses need to submit their DAS dues. Chen added that all college delegates for the fall 2006 ASCCC Plenary Session need to submit conference request forms by 10/20/06.

7. Academic Integrity Task Force update – Marzillier: Task force has not met. 

Action Items 
8. Approval of Board of Trustees policy statement on academic freedom: Adapted from Foothill/De Anza College’s Academic Freedom Statement. Marzillier made a couple of minor corrections, removed words molestation and restraint. Shue/Doose moved for adoption. 

Discussion: Beaulieu proposed several amendments:

· Line5: replace period by colon

· Line 7: faculty members  discuss ideas, interpret findings, 

· Line 27: Therefore they should at all times be accurate (strive for accuracy).

· Line 30: Insure should be ensure.

· Line 17-18: Remove sentence : Since human knowledge is limited and changeable acknowledge different ideas …others
The vote was postponed until December 2006 DAS meeting.

Information/Discussion Items
9. Selection of faculty for Presidential and VP evaluations for December action: In consultation with Chancellor Young, DAS representatives have requested that faculty be involved in the evaluation of college presidents. For the last five years, college presidents have had comprehensive evaluations every three years. Former Chancellor Landsberger brought in a consultant from the University of California, who conducted focus group discussions but this is no longer occurring. 

Discussion: Beaulieu stated that during the last comprehensive evaluation of the ELAC president, the faculty representatives included the AFT and Academic Senate Presidents, but the college president was allowed to pick five more faculty members to evaluate him. Chancellor Young does not want the AFT and AS Presidents appointing faculty to evaluate college presidents, but would consider identifying faculty evaluators by position. DAS representatives in consultation with the chancellor, have developed a partial list of which faculty by position should be on evaluation committees. Crippens stated at least one teaching faculty member should be on the list. Bealieu stated the list could be locally determined. Pierce had two faculty representatives on the presidential evaluation committee by position (AFT and AS president) and five faculty appointed by the college president. Doose stated that the proposed list will not work for all campuses and that LASW does not have a budget committee faculty chair. The DAS will explore the possibility of making a list on a campus by campus basis to clearly identify the positions.

10. Student Success taskforce – Beaulieu: Colombo was unable to attend today’s meeting, he is also overseeing the ALP (Administrative Leadership Project).  The taskforce met yesterday, there was consensus that colleges need to focus on English and Math. An English task force is moving along, but not much progress has been made in Math. The taskforce made a presentation to the Board of Trustees, at their retreat on district planning. The English taskforce at City College will meet 10/12/06 from 10 to 1 pm (Alexandra Maeck) will be running it.  

Discussion: Shue stated that each college gets a matriculation budget and the Academic Senate president signs off on it. Many sources indicate assessment tests may not be accurately placing students. She expressed concern that other disciplines will introduce substandard English and math courses with Math 115 prerequisites in response to the increase in math and English graduation requirements.

11. Evaluation of Summit and District Strategic Planning Initiative – Colombo: Not present.  Evaluation summary put together by Rosow. 
12. Regional Economic Development – Chini Johnson: Not present
13. Legal advisory on Pick-a-Prof.com (Marzillier): This organization is asking universities and colleges for a break down of grades by instructor. The University of California system refused to provide the information, they took them to court, and they were ordered to hand over the records. Marzillier stated that there was a legal advisory that if money is involved can charge fees for the information. 
14. Location of future DAS meetings – Maddox: Proposed holding all meetings at three centrally located campuses; City, Trade, and Valley.  Several members expressed the importance of visiting individual campuses. No action taken on this matter.
15. Announcements and indications of proposed future actions: DAS newsletter “Academically Speaking” went out this week, ASCCC newsletter “Rostrum” will go out next week.
16. Adjourn: Meeting was adjourned at 3:58 pm.
DAS meeting dates (2006-2007): Oct 12 (LAHC), Dec 14 (LAPC), Mar 8 (ELAC), May 10 (LACC)

DAS Executive Committee meeting dates: Jul 13, Aug 10, Sep 14, Nov 9, Jan 25, Feb 8, Mar 22, Apr 12, Apr 26(?), Jun 14
ACADEMIC SENATE PRESIDENTS: Dana Cohen, CITY David Beaulieu, EAST Susan McMurray, HARBOR Angela Echeverri, MISSION 

Izzy Goodman,  PIERCE Reggie Morris, SOUTHWEST Chini Johnson-Taylor, TRADE TECH Shannon Stack, VALLEY Eloise Crippens, WEST


