District Academic Senate Meeting

Thursday, May 14, 2009

City College, Child Development Center

MINUTES
Attendance

	
	Present

	Officers
	David Beaulieu (President), Kathleen Bimber (Vice President), Lina Chen (Treasurer), Angela Echeverri (Secretary)

	City
	Ken Sherwood, Kathleen Bimber, Annie Cole

	East
	Alex Immerblum, Jeff Hernandez, Jean Stapleton

	Harbor
	Susan McMurray, Pamela Watkins, June B. Smith

	Mission
	Angela Echeverri, Pat Flood, Mark Pursley

	Pierce
	Tom Rosdahl, Pam Brown, Elizabeth Atondo, Blanca Adajian

	Southwest
	Linda Larson-Singer, Alfred Reed Junior

	Trade
	Kindra Kinyon, Larry Pogoler,, Lina Chen

	Valley 
	Donald Gauthier, Roana Thornock

	West
	Rod Patterson

	Guests
	Daryl Kinney (City)


1. Call to order/Approval of Agenda: President Beaulieu called the meeting to order at 1:42 pm. The agenda was approved (Gauthier/Sherwood M/S/U).

2. Approval of March 12th Minutes: Minutes were approved with minor corrections (Gauthier/Singer MSU). 

3. Public Speakers: Los Angeles City College President Dr. Jamillah Moore welcomed DAS members to the campus. President Moore praised Chancellor Drummond’s support of shared governance. She expressed hope that the outcome of the May 20 ballot initiatives would be favorable to community colleges. She briefly discussed the possible ramifications of the state budget crisis and added that the LACCD may enact administrative furloughs to help balance its budget.

Action Items

4. Repetition of Activity Courses (E-103): Vice President Bimber distributed a draft of Administrative Regulation 103 titled “Repetition of Activity Courses”. The document defines activity courses and specifies they include but are not limited to the following:

a. Physical Education courses;

b. Visual or performing art courses in music, fine arts, theater or dance;

c. Career technical courses in which the content differs each time the course is offered, but the primary educational activity remains the same.

The regulation specifies the procedure for updating the list of activity courses once a year in May. Beaulieu and Bimber agreed to add a reference to the California Education Code to the regulation and add Dance Specialties, Dance Techniques, and Dance Studies to the list of approved disciplines listed above. They will take the document back to DCC for clarification of the repetition limitation. 

5. Curriculum Development and Approval Standards of Procedures (E-65): Bimber distributed a copy of Administrative Regulation E-65. The procedure requires a twenty-day airing period for curriculum, with the exception that days occurring between July 1 and August 15 will not be counted as working days. Pogoler objected to the twenty-day airing period on the basis that most faculty are out between early June and late August. Beaulieu replied that this language is a compromise to help move approval of curriculum along in a timely manner. Bimber added that department and curriculum chairs are compensated on D-basis. 

Amendment: To remove changes to section 6a (Definition of “working day”). (Pogoler/Brown M/S/F: Motion failed).  

Motion to approve E-65 passed. 

Bimber asked DAS members to let her know if there was a problem with the twenty-day airing 
period. She added that at one point there was an attempt to reduce the airing period to ten 
days. The district used to have 99 courses, but that method doesn’t work anymore since all 
courses must now have a CB-00 number. She stated that we may need to develop a process for 
emergency courses.  Bimber added that there is a lot of pressure to develop curriculum quickly 
because there is a large amount of CTE money coming in for new vocational programs. 

6. Elections: At 2:15 p.m. Elections Committee Chair Don Gauthier announced the following candidates for 2009-2011 DAS Officer positions:

· President: David Beaulieu

· Vice President; Kathleen Bimber

· Secretary: Angela Echeverri

· Treasurer: Alfred Reed Jr. and Alex Immerblum


Motion: Elect candidates Beaulieu, Bimber, and Echeverri for President, Vice President, and 
Secretary Positions by acclamation. Motion was approved (Smith/Pogoler M/S/U). 


Treasurer Candidate Statements:


Immerblum: Distributed a written statement that summarized his Senate experience at the local 
and district level. He stated he wanted to simplify the travel reimbursement process and that he 
sees the Treasurer position as supporting the executive team.


Reed: Summarized his experience, stating he had worked with the Sheriff’s Office, Mason’s and 
several community groups for thirty years, where he was involved with keeping and overseeing 
financial records. He added he could contribute a lot to the body and asked members for their 
support. 


Ballots for treasurer were distributed to all voting DAS members and collected by Gauthier.


Treasurer Election Result: Elections Committee Chair Gauthier announced the vote count: Alex 
Immerblum 14 votes and Alfred Reed Jr. 11 votes. Alex Immerblum was declared the new DAS 
treasurer. 


Service Award: DAS President Beaulieu presented outgoing Treasurer Lina Chen an award 
honoring her for her ten years of service to the District Academic Senate. 

7. Alignment of Subjects with Minimum Qualification Areas (E-XX): Bimber distributed a draft of the proposed administrative regulation dated 1/9/2008. She explained that the Q-Top table has a list of alternate degree titles that are used for hiring. This new regulation would allow for the comprehensive review of the alignment of all subjects to Discipline/Minimum Qualification (MQ) Areas every six years. It specifies that alignment will occur when new subjects are created or by requests from various bodies. Districtwide Discipline Committees, Human Resources, Educational Support Services, and the DAS or one of its committees can initiate a review of the alignment of subjects with disciplines (MQs).


Bimber explained that this regulation will allow faculty to identify groups of courses that can be 
taught under certain MQs (e.g.: dance specialties could include salsa, flamenco, and other 
classes). Without this regulation, faculty would have to create new courses. Bimber added that 
this is not a single-course equivalency, but a procedure that will allow changes to the alternate 
titles. She added that last year’s Discipline Day allowed Discipline Committees to review the 
alternate titles.


Amendment: Cole proposed changing the language as follows:

“A comprehensive review of the alignment of all subjects to Discipline/MQ Area will occur every 6 years beginning with the effective date of this policy or whenever necessary”. 


Motion to approve regulation as amended above passed (Reed/Gauthier M/S/U). 

8. Competency Requirement (E-79): Bimber distributed a draft of E-79 approved by the DCC on 4/24/09. She stated that the document had been reviewed by the Discipline Committees and DCC a couple of times. She explained that initially the Math Discipline Committee did not want to accept Advanced Placement (AP) Math and Statistics for the Math competency. They eventually approved AP Math, but did not approve Statistics courses not taught under a Math department. She mentioned that the Math Department at City College was vehemently opposed to approving Statistics I as a competency requirement. A discussion on the proposed changes ensued. Elizabeth Atondo argued that Statistics I is a UC/CSU transferable course with a Math 125 prerequisite and fulfills Math on IGETC and CSU. Atondo added that the AP score for course equivalency is determined at the college level. For example, the Pierce English Department will still require an AP score of 4 or 5 for an English 101 equivalency. Beaulieu added that very few courses have been approved outside of Math and English that satisfy the competency requirements. Gauthier stated that UCLA accepts quantitative reasoning for a Math Competency, which is less stringent than the Community College system. McMurray inquired about sunsets; Bimber replied that sunsets are catalog rights. Cole requested the following addition to the language in sections II.a.3 and II.b.2:

“A score of 3 or higher on one of the following AP Exams:”
Motion: E-79 was approved unanimously with change noted above. 

9. Student Grievance Procedure (E-55): Bimber reviewed the changes to the Student Grievance Procedure. Pogoler objected to the policy as written and pointed out that it allows for a Grievance Hearing Committee meeting to take place with only one faculty member present out of three voting members. He argued that only classroom faculty should be sitting on the committees. He also objected to students chairing Grievance Committees. Sherwood argued in support of students chairing the committees, stating it makes grievances less likely. Patterson stated that as Affirmative Action Director in 1992 he argued to the BOT that the duties of an Ombudsperson, who must be neutral, can be in conflict with those of a Compliance Officer who deals with discrimination complaints. Whereas the Ombudsperson has to respect the Grievance Hearing Committee’s recommendation, Compliance Officers may oppose the committee’s decision. Larson-Singer stated that the Student Grievance procedure must protect student rights as well.


Status: E-55 will be sent back to the DAS Executive Committee. A task force will examine and 
propose revisions to Sections 5 (Grievance Hearing Procedures), 6b (Grievance Hearing 
Committee composition), 6c (guidelines for a quorum), and 9 (Role of Ombudsperson).

10. Financial Aid Resolution: Beaulieu distributed a resolution by the Student Affairs Committee titled: “Increasing Financial Aid Applications and Awards in the Los Angeles Community College District” dated 4/24/09. Immerblum/Patterson moved to accept the resolution. A discussion on the merits of the resolution followed. Pogoler argued that students should be added to the resolve because they should work hard to get financial aid. Thornock stated that many students in underrepresented groups don’t apply for financial aid. Larson-Singer added that many minority students are victims of predatory loan practices of proprietary schools. Brown expressed her objection to encouraging students taking third party money. Hernandez stated that he encourages students to apply for financial aid so they can focus on their studies. Gauthier pointed out that loans can be a huge burden for students. Pogoler stated his opposition to the resolution because it will foster a culture of dependence. Cole countered that she received financial aid and disagreed that it encouraged dependence. Brown, Sherwood, and Watkins were concerned with the term “all necessary steps” in the resolution.

Amendment: Sherwood /Watkins proposed amending the resolution as follows:

“Resolved, That the Student Affairs Committee and the District Academic Senate hereby urge the Board of Trustees of the LACCD to encourage administrators, faculty, and staff to take all necessary steps to boost our financial aid applications and award totals”.


Brown urged DAS members to vote against the resolution and stated we are an academic entity, 
not a fiscal entity, and that we should not be encouraging financial aid.


Vote: Financial Aid Resolution was approved (M/S/P).


Gauthier/Sherwood moved to extend meting by 10 minutes (MSP)
11. Student Success Initiative
a. Transfer Committee: Beaulieu stated that the group met at Trade Tech and six colleges were represented. The next step is to meet with CSU representatives in the fall.
b. Intro to College Course: Not much progress has been made. 
12. DCC Report: 

a. Appeal of DCC Decision re English Subject Change to ESL: Bimber stated that there is a serious dispute between the ESL Discipline Committee and the English Department at Valley, which is teaching ESL classes under the English Department. There was a proposal from Southwest to change English 83 to ESL 83 at Valley and Pierce. The DCC decision was to not allow the change from English to ESL. Bimber added that there is a process for appealing DCC decisions to the DAS when a request is denied. Similarly, EPAC equivalency decisions can be appealed to the DAS, although it has only happened once. Bimber suggested this appeal should go to the DAS Executive Committee. Gauthier/Hernandez made a motion to refer the issue to the DAS Executive Committee for further discussion and to bring a recommendation back to the DAS. 

Pogoler argued the ESL appeal should be heard by the full DAS because E-65 language states “If the District Curriculum Committee denies the request, the college can appeal the decision to the District Academic Senate”. Immerblum countered the Executive Committee would study the issue and bring it back to the General DAS. Bimber added that the DCC discussion was very involved and contentious. Bimber said the DCC followed E-65 to the letter and preferred to have the appeal heard at the DAS Executive Committee first.  



Motion to refer matter to the Executive Committee passed (Smith/Kinyon MSP).



Bimber stated that the appeal process needs to be defined when E-65 gets opened up.

14. President’s Report:


a. Degree Works: Beaulieu stated he has attended many meetings with Vice Chancellor John 
Clerx and Jorge Mata to address and correct the problems with Degree Works. 


b. Bond Steering Committee: Will get a report out soon.


c. Budget: The formal May revise will come out on May 27. Beaulieu stated that in the worst 
case scenario the LACCD would get a 15% cut ($97 million), and at the very least there will be a 
$40 million cut. There will be a lot more known in June and July. He added that the outlook is 
pretty grim and options are narrowing. 

15. Treasure’s Report: Treasurer Chen distributed a financial statement dated 5/14/2009, a list of 
centralized accounts, and mileage expense claim form. She stated that the 08-09 fiscal year is 
ending soon and reminded members to submit their mileage claims.

16. Announcements: Bimber stated that the Social Studies discipline needs to meet. She added that 
EPAC had to do an equivalency for two people without going to the Discipline Committee. 

17. Adjourn: Meeting was adjourned at 4:40 pm.

Minutes submitted respectfully by Secretary Angela Echeverri
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