Board of Trustees Meeting
DISTRICT BOARD ROOM

SEPTEMBER 5, 2007

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 

The BOT met as a committee of the whole to hear a presentation regarding the possibility of developing housing on campus property. This was discussed in a committee meeting about a month ago, and the basic presentation this time was very similar. Here again is my report from that July 25 meeting: 

There was an interesting report from Larry Eisenberg and others on the possibilities for on-campus housing at City, Trade, and West. These three were the only three colleges that responded to an invitation from the district to participate in an exploration of housing possibilities. Various potential renters are being considered: international students, local students (in particular, single-parent families), students with special needs, and even faculty. Surprisingly, ten acres was identified for possible development at City (including the driving range), the same amount at Trade, and over 30 at West. It was argued by Steve Maradian, president at City, that student success would be enhanced with student housing, as it would boost retention, et al. It would also build a sense of community on campus and tie the colleges more closely to their surrounding neighborhoods. Cost concerns were raised, especially in terms of City, given the driving range complications. Supervision worries were also discussed, but it was determined that the idea warrants further exploration. The next step will be for the entire board to have a presentation and discussion as a Committee of the Whole.
Numerous additional comments were made, however. Mark Drummond suggested that, if we were to do this at all, we should start at Atwater, and plan for it now before the project there gets any further along. We should also consider the West LA plan (along Jefferson Blvd.). Later we should look at the Trade proposal (for mixed use development north of the campus). Only after that should we build on existing campuses. Sylvia Scott-Hayes mentioned the housing at CSLA, and how it was only a partial success. Larry Eisenberg reiterated that this has nothing to do with bond money, but would all be funded with private money. Mark Rocha referred to the large unfunded liability for upkeep of the new buildings going up with Prop A/AA, adding that these developments would be one way to pay for them. Chip Chapdelaine made an extended presentation about the possibilities for Trade with such a development. He cited the need for the college to acquire property around it, as it has little potential for growth unless it can expand. He added that there were serious social problems in the Trade service area, citing gentrification in particular. A housing development could be a powerful recruiting tool, as well as address the need for affordable housing. 

Some BOT members spoke in support of proceeding further, though it was generally acknowledged that planning is just in the beginning stages. As for the plans for City, which include a proposal to buy out the owner of the driving range, Warren Furutani said, "Anything to get rid of the driving range, we would sign off on." 

There was also some discussion of a new video surveillance program being piloted at City that would be more intrusive than anything we have had in the district. Its "big brother" characteristics were troubling to some speakers. I pointed out that, according to Ken Sherwood, there had been no consultation about this with the faculty. It was also not clear what sort of need there is for this level of surveillance. 
OPEN SESSION 

The dominant issue of the meeting was a vociferous public forum protest over the recent firing the baseball coach at City. Ten speakers, some of them City athletes, spoke in opposition to the decision made two weeks ago. Since this is entirely a personnel matter, with no policy implications at all, I don't really think it necessary to go into further detail. 

Jamillah Moore was named the new interim president at City. Moore, you may recall, served for a period as the system chancellor's trustee at Compton, just after it was taken over by the state. She will assume her duties around Oct. 1. Meanwhile, Kathleen Burke-Kelly, newly named Vice President, is the acting president. Dawn Bastin is the new Director of Business Services at the District Office, and Mona Field has a new book out (on state government). 

The consent calendar was approved, after a discussion about the status of Nursing programs in the state. The number of grads in the state has increased to 8,000, a large improvement over five years ago. In response to a question from Georgia Mercer, I discussed the continuing underutilization of financial aid by our students, citing figures from East, which I have been told are representative. 
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