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September 2, 2008
Ad Hoc Committee on Public/Private Partnerships
After discussion about public/private partnerships over the past several months in Committees of the Whole, the Board formed an ad hoc committee to further pursue the possibility. Today was its first meeting. The Chancellor pointed out that not much has been done in this regard in California, with the local exception of USC. He distinguished three types: those on campus, those across the street from campus, and those down the street (or further). It’s the latter that he suggests we focus on. The advantage is to diversify the revenue base for the college, as long as the project is compatible with the college’s educational master plan. Trade and West have shown the greatest interest in these partnerships.

What followed was a detailed presentation of West’s plan to offer for lease the nine acres that it purchased a few years ago on Jefferson Blvd., just northeast of the campus. Uses could include a hotel, senior and/or faculty housing, and a research and development business center (or a combination of these three). Other possibilities could also still be considered. After extensive work with Culver City and immediate neighbors, the college is ready to request project proposals, and in the afternoon session, asked for a vote authorizing that step (see below). If all goes according to plan, they may have a lease agreement to present to the Board in December of 2009. Meanwhile, the ad hoc committee intends to remain apprised of all interim steps.

Open Session
It was reported that Velma Butler, along with other union reps, attended the Democratic Convention last week in Denver.

Kent Wong from the UCLA Labor Center spoke in support of the federal DREAM Act. As you’ll recall, this has to do with giving undocumented students resident status, so that they qualify for financial aid. He asked that the Board shows its support for this legislation. Three undocumented students also spoke. Two are recent UCLA graduates (after transferring from Trade and East), and one is currently at Trade. The Board indicated that it was already on record a number of times in support of this, but would check to be sure its statement was current.

Isaac Cajina, a CalPIRG worker, gave an update on their activities, including voter registration.

In a rambling statement, Mr. Hosanna Jesse Grey spoke regarding the need for Trade to become an international study center for converting water into gas (!).

Kelly Candaele gave a summary of the ad hoc committee meeting this morning (see above).

Two resolutions were passed, one in support of the AIDS Walk and the other in support of Cultural Diversity Month, which is November. Laurie Green was cited for her exemplary work on raising money for the walk at the district office. Sylvia Scott-Hayes asked that faculty make an effort to incorporate a diversity theme in their classes in November.

The Chancellor, in his report, cited our healthy enrollment growth this semester (about 8% above last year, according to our latest figures). He also mentioned the Oct. 3 Joint Meeting with the LAUSD Board. At that meeting, the promised joint agreement will be signed, which will allow for all students to have the option of taking a college course in the course of their high school education. Given the “academic failure” of our communities, the Chancellor referred to this project with LAUSD as “our great work.”

Karen Rapp, Director of the Vincent Price Gallery at East, spoke to the Board about a show there that has just opened. Wally Albertson, a member of the Board from 1977 to 1989, and the Chair of the Vincent Price Gallery Foundation, was introduced.

The Consent Calendar was unanimously passed, though not without a few questions. Among them, Georgia Mercer asked if only Valley College was involved in the HiFIVE Program (getting high school students interested in Early Education.

The West resolution authorizing the next steps on their Jefferson property development (see above) was approved unanimously. Five outside speakers were scheduled, but none of them showed up.

Mr. Henry Jones, retired CFO for LAUSD, was reappointed to the Personnel Commissioner. His work was highly praised by Mona Field.

The contract for SeeChange Media, Inc. was approved. This is the group mentioned in the Aug. 20 report that is responsible for an advertising campaign this fall to boost enrollment. “Anything is better that what we have now,” Mona Field remarked.

Finally, Sylvia Scott-Hayes pointed out that 2010 will mark the Centennial Year for California community colleges. Histories of the colleges are being requested in preparation.

Comment 
The meetings have been rather quiet and short of late, so there’s been less to comment on. Still, there’s lots going on down here, and I’ll fill you in on the 11th. What we can’t get to then I’ll put in a newsletter later in the month.
