Board of Trustees Report

Joint Meeting with LAUSD Board of Education 
Francisco Bravo Medical Magnet High School

October 30, 2008
Open Session

In January the two Boards met together for the first time and drafted a resolution, resolving to work together (see separate attachment). It called for an MOU to be worked out that would detail how the joint projects would proceed. This meeting was held to approve that MOU. Monica Garcia, the President of the LAUSD Board, opened the meeting, expressing her enthusiasm about the MOU. Kelly Candaele, the President of our Board, described the two systems working together as a “critical area of educational reform,” one that will “give students a vision of the future.” Superintendent Brewer and Chancellor Drummond also made opening comments, with the former talking about the need for K-16 education to be considered as a single unit, with students ending with a HS diploma, an AA degree, and a CTE certificate (his “Triple Crown”). The Chancellor noted the models for this collaboration in Austen, Texas, and in Santa Ana.

David Rattray of the Chamber of Commerce spoke strongly in favor of the collaboration, and noted that the audience should have been far larger. He promised to get the Chamber involved. He was followed by high school students speaking of their college courses.

The MOU was then reviewed briefly by Gary Colombo and an LAUSD Asst. Superintendent. It’s divided into three sections: the Early College Awareness Initiative, the Early College Experience Initiative, and the College Connections Initiative (see separate attachment). Over the next 18 months, some 37,000 K-12 students will be involved in one way or another.

This was followed by detailed presentations on what joint projects are currently being done by Mission, Southwest, East, and Trade and their companion LAUSD schools.

The MOU was then formally approved by both Boards, with the promise to meet on an annual basis to review progress made.

Comment

I think this is a wonderful development overall. Students should be thinking about college from the start of their education. However, there are some points, having to do with young students taking classes on college campuses, where we need to proceed carefully. The plan is for the great majority of LACCD courses they take to be offered at their schools. Still, we should talk about this in upcoming meetings.

Bravo Magnet is an excellent school, by the way. It is a Title I high school, one of only 28 so designated in the country. A very high percentage of its students go on to college.

(Report done! What a struggle to think about anything but the election at this hour!)
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