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Instant Runoff Voting was reviewed as a possibility for the district, but only if the City of Los Angeles adopts it (our elections must be at the same time as theirs). 

Brian Rix, the director of the district Foundation gave a report. Scholarship totals have gone up from $50,000 to $500,000 in three years. New members are being added to the board. State scholarship matching money is a new possibility.

There was a long discussion about how to contact alumni, especially those who graduated more than thirty years ago.

Finally, there was a report on marketing efforts. The difficulty of getting major media coverage (LA Times, TV outlets, et al) was discussed, as was the value of staging Facilities events (ground-breakings, et al).

Sherriff Task Force

The entire session was devoted to the incident at Trade three weeks ago, in which some 30 African American males were detained by the sheriffs for questioning about alleged drug dealing and use. Only two were arrested, both on non-drug related charges. Allegations of racial profiling have been made, and the wisdom of conducting undercover sting operations on campuses questioned. Capt. Webb, while defending the action as legal and within guidelines, acknowledged a breakdown of communication with the administration and admitted that the district sheriffs had a “terrible supervision model.”
Open Session

Rose Bustos, the ASO president at East, discussed its new textbook loan program there that seems to be going well.

Sylvia Scott-Hayes will go to Sacramento on Nov. 20 to receive the Governor’s Environmental and Economic Leadership Award on behalf of the district. This prestigious honor is due to district efforts to build in a green/sustainable manner.

One of the students detained by the sheriffs in the drug sting incident at Trade spoke, reiterating his complaints about profiling (he had spoken at the last meeting). Board members described the incident as “unfortunate,” “unacceptable,” and “deplorable,” and insisted that steps would be taken to be sure it didn’t happen again. He was followed by Sheriff Lee Baca himself, who acknowledged that he was “not happy” with some of the “unnecessary” procedures used, but who defended the sheriff action as legal and insisted that campus drug activity could not be tolerated. He wondered how long the “browbeating” would continue. Two Board members, Angela Reddock and Warren Furutani, responded that racial profiling was also an issue.

This exchange was followed by several speakers, who complained about a wide range of topics: the Trade incident, the lack of educational resources at the South Gate Center, the apparent lack of use of the $50 million set aside for a new Center in that area, and issues at Mission (it was hard to understand what those issues were, though they had something to do with accusations about Title 5 violations in the Counseling Dept. there). It all became difficult to sort out, as some speakers referred to all three issues in their statement. Some speakers were very civil and composed, while others were harsh and wildly accusatory
Finally, one Trade student spoke in defense of the administration there, professing her great satisfaction with the education she is receiving.

Mona Field gave a summary of  the discussion in her committee (see above).

ACT, the Accelerated College Transfer Program at West was commended for being recently selected as one of the top fifteen “Practices with Promise” by the College Campaign for Student Success” It was one of fifteen winners statewide, out of some 110 applicants from all segments of higher education, and West was one of only four CC’s to be honored.  Pat Siever, the director of ACT, thanked a number of people for their support. 

The final go ahead for City’s Van De Kamp (Atwater) project was given, in spite of an apparent last minute vote against proceeding by the Shared Governance Council at City. The Chancellor said he was overruling the recommendation, given the long delay in getting the project started. This led to some discussion similar to the last board meeting about construction delays caused by colleges (i.e. faculty) changing their minds. 
David

