Board of Trustees Report
District Office 

May 7, 2008 

There were no committee meetings this time. 

Open Session
The Board interviewed the two finalists for the position of president of Southwest College. They announced that Dr. Jack Daniels, who has served in an acting capacity for the last 22 months, had been chosen. Smiling broadly, Daniels thanked the Board.

John Breza and Guillermo Suarez, two students at West, addressed the Board about the cancellation of the summer and evening Aviation Maintenance classes at West. They spoke very passionately about the value of the program and see these cancellations as "almost killing  it." In reply, President Mark Rocha said he supported the program but enrollment has declined considerably. A grant is being pursued which would allow them to maintain the classes. Two BOT members spoke out in general support of the program, though they recognized the enrollment pressure. Rocha indicated his willingness to reconsider, if it can be justified and money can be found. It may mean taking funds from another program, however.

Cal PIRG, the student advocacy group, made one of its frequent reports, but this time with the representative acknowledging the tension between them and some ASO officers. Student Trustee Eva Jackson sharply criticized them for being overly aggressive in pushing for a student fee to be used to fund their projects, and said she did "not support them anymore."

After prompting from advocates, the BOT reaffirmed that it supports the DREAM Act, a bill that would allow undocumented students to pay in-state fees. It will act formally at the next meeting.

The Board passed four resolutions, among them one in support of Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, and Transgender Pride Month, as well as one in recognition of the district's Administrative Leadership Program (ALP). 

Before adopting the Consent Calendar, there was a brief discussion about international students in the district. East now has 500 and Trade 115 (no other colleges offered figures). East, Trade, and Mission are currently jointly recruiting in Southeast Asia (Vietnam, in particular).

There were a number of announcements:

Three "green" courses at Trade were among those approved at the meeting.

Dolores Huerta spoke at Valley today to a large audience.

The varsity Speech Club at Valley was named tops in the nation, after besting 74 other community college teams for this honor! One member, Marcus Hill, was named the top speaker in both the state and in the nation. Each of the six participants spoke to the BOT briefly, as did Duane Smith and Josh Miller, their coaches.

There was a presentation from Puente Program representatives, including a review of the program and data showing its transfer success. Several participants spoke in praise of the program, among them faculty from Valley and East. They  encouraged the district to start up programs at more colleges. Currently, Puente only exists at Valley, Trade, and East. While there is minimal monetary obligation for the colleges, it does require dedicating a teacher and counselor to work at least the equivalent of two classes with each cohort. 

Finally, Gary Colombo presented the ALP graduates to the Board. The 44 participants (there were 40 last year) were divided into groups of four, with each asked to do a project as part of its training. Three were presented: one on a district-wide goGreen website, one on retention efforts at West, and the last on a new campus map at Pierce.

Comment
Jack Daniels has been a very popular president at Southwest for the last two years, so his appointment was not a surprise. I was impressed during our Chancellor visit there Tuesday by the faculty turnout. It was greater than at all but one other college. 

The presentations went on too long, but people had things to say about programs they love, and the news was celebratory. Valley's Speech squad was very, very impressive! Every one of them was spirited, bright, and articulate.

And so were the ALPineers. They had lots of energy, and the projects were really good. The goGreen site will be very useful to us in our Sustainability Project efforts. 
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