Board of Trustees Meeting
Mission College

June 13, 2007

1. Mona Field's Opening Thought was to suggest that the Opening Thought be dropped! She argued that the time could better be spent on board business. Later in the meeting her motion was passed, with Warren Furutani dissenting.

2. Eva Jackson from Southwest College was sworn in as the new Student Trustee.

3. In the welcome by Ernest Moreno, Interim President at Mission, he cited their excellent enrollment jump this summer (almost 50% higher than last year), and Mission's goal to surpass 9,000 FTES (their highest ever before; currently they're at 5,500). A further goal is to avoid a deficit this year. He also cited their facilities progress, as evidence by the dedication of their four-story parking lot that morning.

4. In her own welcoming remarks, Angela Echevveri said that it was an exciting time at Mission, that their accreditation report had been positive, that Mission was addressing the issues mentioned in it, and that there was close cooperation between the administration and the Academic Senate.

5. Darryl Smith, a former ASO officer at Mission, added that things were better now at Mission, and that he didn't find the problems there that he expected to see when he transferred in a year ago.

6. In the Budget Committee Report, Kelly Candaele cited the $54 million balance, the COLA of 4.53%, the lack of a fee increase, the Prop 98 share dipping down slightly, and the need to grow 5% this year in order to keep our base (due to three summer sessions being used for 2006-07). He also cited the increase in the Sheriffs' contract and the issue of future health care costs. All in all, he stated that the district's finances were being handled well.

7. A resolution in support of Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, and Transgender Pride Month was passed unanimously.

8. A resolution of commendation was presented to Leon for his many years of service to the district. Adriana Barrera cited their work together chairing the DBC. In his comments, Leon noted that the budget was in good shape, but that it was tough to be the AFT President in the early 90's, given the tough fiscal situation then. He also commended me and my work as Senate president at East (noted in the interest of accuracy!).

9. The funding for the Degree Audit program (software, consulting, and maintenance) was approved, after some questions about its implementation schedule (East and Southwest as pilots, but with all nine colleges using it within two years).

10. There was some question about consulting fees for a new Facilities process called Pre-Code Review. This involves using consultants to help cut the time for DSA review. It has been used at Mission successfully, and Valley is now using it. Apparently the consultants' job is to be sure the architectural drawings are complete (often they haven't been) as well as to check on engineering work. Larry Eisenberg said it was along the lines of Value Engineering, another method of saving time, which was started a few years ago.

11. The revised Prohibited Discrimination and Harassment Policy was approved, after extensive review by a number of groups (including the DAS in January). This brings the district into compliance with recent Title 5 changes, and brings together our sexual harassment policy with our non-discrimination policy, as strongly recommended by the System Office.

12, Chuck Dirks of Mission spoke regarding the need to have Mandarin Chinese classes there. It was suggested that he speak to the Academic Senate.

13. Nancy Pearlman referred to the launch of the Workforce Development project at Trade Tech, citing the $2 million available, as well as the presence of Mayor Villaraigosa at the dedication program.

14. Finally, Georgia Mercer announced that the recently reelected BOT members would be installed on July 11, and that the mayor would be present.

David Beaulieu

Note: I am about set up here in the DAS office downtown. I will be sending out my first newsletter to the DAS after the DAS Exec meeting this Thursday (and will include my editorial comment on some of the above). If anyone would like to join us, we will be meeting at 1:30 at 811 Wilshire (cattycorner across from the DO) in the First Floor Conference Room. If you let me know in advance, we can try to arrange parking. 

