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Legislative Affairs Committee

The committee met briefly to discuss a single item: a recommendation to the full board proposing that the Education Code be altered such that runoffs for LACCD BOT elections would no longer be necessary. Also (and presumably related to this), rather than have elections by office (#2, #3, and so forth), with a varying number of candidates for each office, all candidates would be on the same ballot, with the top place finishers elected, depending on how many open seats there are. 

Committee of the Whole

The board met as a committee of the whole to hear a report from Larry Eisenberg and the Energy Oversight Committee on energy plans for the district (see my June 10 board report). Besides Larry and East President Ernie Moreno, chair of the committee, several other members were present. Larry reviewed the Power Purchase Agreements with Edison and with DWP (pending). These will lead to much more use of solar panels at East, Southwest, Harbor, and Pierce. West chose not to participate for now. Committee members then gave their assessment of the financial feasibility of these agreements. Our consensus opinion is that they are feasible, but probably do not offer the financial payoff that was promised initially. As best the committee can determine, they will come out even. That said, it serves the public interest to generate our own energy through solar panels, as opposed to using coal-generated energy. Some members of the panel, Ernie and Jamillah Moore, expressed more reservations about the proposal, though there was a clear consensus view that in the long term it would be advantageous. Installation and maintenance costs were also reviewed.

I stated at the end that the Board would probably want to look at the constitution, competence, and future of the Energy Team (the group that advises Larry), as some serious questions had been raised about their performance.

Open Session

The open session was delayed due to an extended closed session. Its printed agenda was then preceded by a Legislative Affairs Committee report and then vote to accept the proposal of the committee described above. The vote was unanimous.

Velma Butler passed out a letter she had written to the board, criticizing any involvement by the district in altering the current Personnel Commission process. Her views were seconded by other union representatives.

There were four public speakers. Dan Fleurney (sp?), a small business owner, complained about not being paid for over a year for bond work he had done. Hayward Nishioka, the chair of the district PE discipline committee, urged the board to withdraw support for Campaign California, an organization that is now urging that PE classes be funded at half the standard rate. Jonathan Sanabria, the president of the student Sociology Club at East, spoke in opposition to class cuts this summer and upcoming winter. He urged the board, instead, to consider offering classes at three of the nine colleges, one for each of the three areas. Rachel Richards, the former ASO president at Harbor and now a student state Senate rep, urged the board to cut administrative expenses rather than classes.

Kelly Candaele read a statement dealing with an item discussed in closed session. The language was so convoluted that he joked about it, after finishing. In any case, it was unclear what he was talking about. (See Comment.)

There were committee reports on the morning meetings. (See above.)

In honor of Angela Reddock, a resolution of appreciation was passed. Several board members spoke effusively of her service over the last two years. In her comments, Reddock talked about her belief in “servant leadership,” and stated that she was making a $1,500 donation to the foundation. Members of the African-American Outreach Initiative, led by Kaneesha Miller, also commended Reddock and presented her with a gift.

The public art resolution discussed at the June 10 Budget and Finance Committee (see my earlier report) was passed unanimously.

The board voted to withdraw its support for Campaign California (see above). Carl Friedlander made an extended statement, decrying the organization’s push for higher fees.

The board voted to wait until July 29 to vote on a proposal to institute a  seven to ten day furlough period in late December-early January, as recommended by the DBC and chancellor. The vote was 4-3, with the three dissenting preferring to vote at the July 15 meeting. The board then voted unanimously to postpone a vote on canceling winter intersession until July 29. There was no discussion of the merits of either proposal.

There was a report by Kaneesha Miller and others on the African-American Outreach Initiative (AAOI). The new Umoja program at West was featured.

The consent calendar was passed, after some discussion of insurance renewal rates and the appropriateness of using off-campus venues for district events (Trustee Pearlman strongly objects to this). The composition of Larry Eisenberg’s energy team (referred to in the morning Committee of the Whole) was discussed. It led Eisenberg to state that the Energy Oversight Committee were not yet informed enough to support his energy proposals, but that we would become supportive once he had had enough time to educate us. I reacted angrily, saying that was offensive to the hard work of the committee and that we had learned enough to be concerned.

It was announced that the district had been given two more awards, one the “Compass Award” for visionary planning for sustainable building programs. Another was for our waterless urinals.

The 40th anniversary of the district is this year, and a celebration is being planned.

The meeting was adjourned in honor of Bob Blessing, who was just described as “an activist” and “a great supporter of Pierce College,” and of Angela Reddock.

Comment

Larry Eisenberg’s comments at the end of the meeting elicited such a strong reaction on my part—I don’t get angry at public meetings as a rule—as they were not only condescending to a hard-working committee, but absurd. Eisenberg knows very well that the objections we have made to some of the alternative energy sources he has suggested are due to the very serious feasibility questions raised by members of his own energy team. We are only repeating what they have told us! We are not experts and don’t presume to know more than we do, but we do have the good sense to take his own team’s admonitions to heart.

The delay in starting the open session was due to the chancellor being put on indefinite leave. The puzzling statement Kelly Candaele read out was in reference to this also. I'll say no more about this now, except for the obvious: Mark Drummond's departure is a great loss for the district.

David 

