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Joint Open Session with LAUSD Board

The Board of Trustees conducted a first-ever Joint Meeting with the Board of LAUSD on Thursday afternoon. Attending were four of the seven LAUSD Board members, as well as all but one of the LACCD trustees. The meeting lasted over two hours, and included very positive comments from Board presidents Monica Garcia and Sylvia Scott-Hayes, as well as extensive remarks from Supervisor Brewer and Chancellor Drummond. These were followed by presentations of five current partnership programs. Most significantly, a resolution was passed unanimously, committing the two boards to try to accomplish six goals:

1. Ensure that all LAUSD students establish clear post-secondary goals and develop action    plans.

2. Provide students and their families with timely and accurate information about community colleges career pathways and transfer opportunities.

3. Inform LAUSD students and their families about the availability of financial aid and help them assess the costs and benefits of college education.

4. Raise the awareness of LAUSD students about college expectations and factors, such as early college attendance, that may impact their chances for future academic and economic success.

5. Offer every LAUSD student the opportunity to take at least one college transfer or career/technical course before leaving high school.

6. Offer all LAUSD seniors the opportunity for admission to their local community college by the time of graduation.

The resolution goes on to direct the Chancellor and Superintendent to develop an implementation MOU by June 30.

After some questions from two LAUSD members as to the logistical and financial feasibility of #5, the resolution was approved unanimously by both panels.

Among other things, Brewer talked about his high expectations for his students, saying he wanted them to earn a "Triple Crown" at graduation (high school degree, A.A. degree, and transfer acceptance), and Drummond talked about the 70% of current high school students who do not go on to college, and how we need to get them to continue. He said only 10% of LAUSD graduates enroll in LACCD. (He also saluted our Student Success Initiative, by the way.)

The very impressive presentations dealt with the "College Fair Extraordinaire" at Pierce; the "21st Century Schools" Program at Trade; the "CAHSEE to College" Program at Valley; the Escalante Math Program at East; and the Teacher Preparation Academy at Harbor. Each seems to be highly successful.

Board members all had supporting comments, by way of conclusion. There was also a commitment to meet together on an annual basis, at least.
