Board of Trustees Report
District Office

January 14, 2009

There were no committee meetings.

Open Session
The most important, and interesting item was the student protest over the cancellation of two Cinema classes at Trade Tech, Cinema 5 and 20. About 15 students expressed their concern about the cancellations and told stories about the impact this program has had on their lives.  There was some concern from the BOT on whether protocol had been followed, but at the same time they made the point that given the financial crisis we are all in, this will be the start of many such cancellations. Students were urged to contact their legislators to let them know the effects the state budget cuts are having on their educational goals.  The Board needed clarification about what the procedure was for archiving courses and I explained that a Department Chair/Division Chair must sign the form and take it through the Curriculum Committee where it must be approved. One Trustee asked Chip Chapdelaine if this protocol had been followed and he said he would check into it.

The rest of the business was routine.  There was a question from Velma Butler about the opening of Tilly’s Coffee at City. She was concerned that she was not consulted and wanted information on who would run this operation and what the hiring procedures for the workers would be.  City Foundation Director David Ambroze explained that he was approached by the ASO to bring this business on campus so the students would have somewhere to meet and enjoy each other’s company. Tilly’s is a franchise, and a manager will be hired to run it. They intend to hire students to work in the café. 
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