Board of Trustees Report
District Office

February 13, 2008

Open Session
It was a fairly uneventful meeting, with the exception of the announcement that Judith Vallez has been selected to be the next president of Mission. Ms. Vallez is the former mayor of San Bernardino (eight years), as well as a past president at Oxnard, Golden West, and San Bernardino Colleges. She will begin full time on April 1. Ernie Moreno will return to East, which he left in June of 2006.

There were two committee reports, one for Infrastructure and the other for Budget and Finance. (I was unable to attend either meeting in the morning.) Two new buildings were approved in the IC, the Health and PE Building at City and the Central Plant at West. Nancy Pearlman pointed out that "visible major activity" is now taking place at all the campuses.

The Budget Committee was informed that the district’s annual financial audit report was good (the best grade possible), as were recent bond audit reports. Also, the possibility of tax credits for historically worthy buildings was discussed again. Carl, who was at the meeting, tells me that the mechanism for doing this sounds extremely complicated. Nonetheless, these credits could be useful for the Firestone building being purchased in South Gate, as well as for the Van de Kamp building at Atwater.
Kelly Candaele reported that the Board then met as a Committee of the Whole to discuss ways in which the Personnel Commission's operations might be improved. Also, they settled on a procedure for soliciting and interviewing applicants for the seat left vacant by Warren Furutani, who has begun his term as an Assemblyman. The procedure was then approved by the Board. Interviews and appointment will be done at the March 26 meeting. Whoever is selected will run for reelection next year, to complete the last two years of Furutani's term. A number of people have already expressed interest.

Eva Jackson introduced the current ASO officers, each of whom told the Board their major and their very impressive transfer plans. A video was then shown in memory of the ASO Treasurer at West, who was killed just over a week ago. (I apologize for not noting his name. No details about his death were mentioned.)

In his report, Chancellor Drummond noted the recent visit of Dr. John Roueche from UT Austin, who met with a group of around forty administrators and faculty leaders on Tuesday. He also mentioned the recent visit of Governor Schwarzenneger to City to highlight a veterans’ job training program there. In budget news, he reminded the Board that we need to add 2,000 FTES in order to make base, otherwise risking our allocation, and described the DBC-approved process whereby colleges are awarded for increasing enrollment. Mid-year cuts of $40 million for the CCC's are still likely, with next year’s budget still uncertain, but likely to be pretty grim.

The Chancellor also mentioned Mayor Villaraigosa's unease about having some 35,000 extra students out of school this summer (with the decline of year-round calendars), adding that we need to expand our summer bridge programs for them. This may lead them to enroll in the fall. Currently, 40% of LAUSD graduates in a community college go to a college outside our district.

He added that the LAUSD Board has, after many years of promises, finally committed $26 million toward the construction of a Middle College High School facility at Southwest.
Finally, he noted with enthusiasm the impending Board approval for the purchase of the Firestone facility in South Gate. It has enormous potential for adaptive reuse, and will fit in perfectly with our emerging commitment to sustainability. It will have a long escrow, but planning can now go forward.

There was lots of discussion about foreign student recruitment in the district and a request by the Board for more specific plans about this.

The first course in the district specifically designed for labor studies was approved: West's California Literature in the California Labor Movement. I pointed out that two new courses, likely to have greater enrollment, would be up for approval shortly: History of Working People in the United States, Parts I and II.

There was commendation from Mona Field to the Senate and the faculty at large regarding the large number of faculty up for status advancement.  This led to a discussion about the relationship between faculty advancement and enrollment. I pointed out that program review should reveal declining enrollment, and should trigger a viability review in extreme cases. Carl mentioned that the list of advanced faculty was not as long as the list of faculty who have retired in recent years.

Finally, Kelly Candaele noted the recent visits of prominent guests:  Senators Barack Obama and Ted Kennedy, as well as the Governor. He commended all those involved in the planning for these visits.
That’s it. No comments today!
David
