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Infrastructure Committee
The IC considered the renovation and expansion of both the Bailey Library at East and the Learning Resource Center (which includes the library) at Trade-Tech. Both are still in the schematic design phase, but needed committee approval to proceed. After detailed presentations, the plans for both were enthusiastically praised. Both are striking improvements to the current buildings, bringing in lots of natural light and improving access. It was noted, however, that there is currently no money to complete either project. Under questioning, the presidents reassured the members that shared governance had been duly practiced in both cases.

Speaking more generally, Angela Reddock suggested that we learn what we can from our past mistakes with bond construction and that we tie future projects to our workforce development goals (in particular, an expansion of student intern hiring by the construction firms we employ).

Dedication
After the IC meeting, there was a dedication of the new Student Center, a reconversion of the cafeteria, and one of Pierce’s original buildings. For the first time in many years, the ASO now has a center other than a trailer on the edge of campus.
Open Session 
There were several public speakers. Dr. Norris Dorsey, an adjunct instructor, talked about the need for supportive programs for male African-American students, describing one entitled “Brothers” with which he is involved. Wayne Williams urged Pierce to support the development of an organic farming program, given the emerging global food and energy crisis. Bob Garber responded positively, but noted the lack of student interest in recent years in agriculture careers.

No items were reported out of closed session. A report was given of the IC meeting in the morning (see above).

A resolution regarding “open textbooks” was tabled, due to the concern of some board members that they were not sufficiently aware of the issue and since a relatively small number of teachers had signed on in support of “open textbooks.” I suggested caution, given that faculty might take umbrage at the board appearing to tell the faculty what books to select. I added that the DAS would look further into the issue of texts online, and that I would report back to them.

A resolution to allow the Legislative Affairs Committee to speak for the full board in taking a position on legislation was withdrawn, given that this could be abused by future board members who may not work together as collegially as the current ones.

In his report, Chancellor Drummond cited the dedication of the solar panels at East on Tuesday, and the planned celebration after the meeting of the fifth anniversary of the BOT’s commitment to LEEDS certification. He said we were close now to reaching our FTES goals for the year. The state property tax shortfall, however, has now mushroomed from $83 million to $109 million.

Before the approval of the Consent Calendar (those items approved en masse with some singled out for discussion), Mona Field commended the faculty for the development of further non-credit courses (quite a few were up for approval from Mission and City) and asked for clarification as to why “99” courses were created.

In the major action of the day (and of the year), the board approved a resolution calling for an election to authorize a third facilities bond. While it was clear from the discussion at the last meeting that the vote would be supportive, this was the board’s first vote. It followed an extensive discussion as to what amount to request. Georgia Mercer made an initial motion for $2.9 billion. Nancy Pearlman then amended that to $4.9 billion (the earlier $5.5 billion top figure having been pared down). Others objected, however. Kelly Candaele pointed out that positive polling for the larger sums was questionable, and that tough economic times made it even harder to request such a figure. The Chancellor was also opposed to the larger figure. In the end, the vote was 5-1 against the $4.9 (5-2, counting Eva Jackson’s advisory vote). The $2.9 figure was them amended to $3.5 billion. After further discussion, that figure was unanimously approved. That amount should allow us to build till roughly 2014, according to Larry Eisenberg. “Lots is going up now, so it’s time,” noted Sylvia Scott-Hayes, though she insisted that all the projects must be entirely legitimate. Mercer added that things are still a “hodgepodge” on the campuses and “we need more.’ Candaele cited the “great progress over the last ten years.” The proposed project lists submitted by each college will now be reassessed, given this figure  and given the need to be absolutely sure that every project is defensible.

Seven speakers spoke just before the board’s vote, the first two strongly opposed to any new taxation, followed by a member of a local homeowner’s group in support. Three faculty then spoke enthusiastically in its favor: Jim Rikel and Tom Rosdahl from Pierce and Carole Anderson from Trade, as well as Alan Ehrlich from the District Oversight Committee. 

The meeting concluded with various announcements, including very impressive state awards won by Trade Cosmetology and Fashion Design students and a national award won by Valley Speech students. 

The meeting was adjourned in memory of Winston Butler, the past DAS president and City faculty member, who passed away last Friday in San Diego.

Comment
We will be discussing the “open textbooks” issue at the Exec meeting today, and I’ll put it on the agenda for our May 8 DAS meeting at West.

The library designs for East and Trade are just beautiful. I was very impressed with both.

The property tax shortfall would cost us around $10 million this year, if Assemblyman Eng’s bill doesn’t pass. Call your legislator today!

There are lots of impressive things happening at Pierce! The botanical garden is terrific.

Finally, sadly, Winston is in my thoughts, given the warm remembrances I’ve heard from several of you. We will do an article about him in our summer issue of Academically Speaking, and I’ll let you know when the City memorial service is scheduled.
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