Board of Trustees Report
District Office

April 15, 2009

Open Session

The session opened with a complaint from a counselor at Trade, Roberta Wittingham, who apparently has been denied further employment by HR due to a lack of minimum qualifications. The Board did not comment on her charge that HR has been negligent in handling her case. The Senate was not mentioned.

Andrew Walzer, Political Science professor at City and member of the SMC Board of Trustees, spoke briefly, introducing his new baby and thanking the Board for granting him tenure. (Advancement in academic rank was a Board item later in the meeting.)

Rachel Roberts, the ASO president at Harbor who was removed from her office, spoke again. This time she asked the Board to grant her appeal for reinstatement as president. If not granted, she said she would pursue her effort to have Assemblyman Warren Furutani intervene. She also stated that she would consider legal action. The Board did not respond in any way to her statement.

It was announced that Sue Carleo was chosen to be the president of Valley College, after serving for over nine months as the interim president. Sue spoke, expressing her gratitude to the Board and her excitement about the work at Valley. She noted that this was the third time in her career that she had returned to Valley.

There were no committee meetings to report out, nor was there other news from the Closed Session.

A number of resolutions were passed, supporting the following: Asian/Pacific Heritage Month; Mexican-American Heritage Week and Recognition of Cinco de Mayo; National Nurses Week; Peace officers Memorial Day and National Police Officers Week; El Dia del Maestro y de la Maestra; and Classified School Employee Week.

Most notably, there was a resolution honoring John McDowell, as founding director of the Labor Center at Trade-Tech.  In his comments, John noted that the Center was the largest of its kind in the nation by far, with over 700 students enrolled this term and strong union support. It offers both a certificate and an A.A. degree. He also noted the fine work of Kathleen Yusuda, the center’s associate director. John takes over as the new president of FACCC on July 1. 

Finally, there was a resolution in support of the fledgling labor studies program in LAUSD.

Rose Bustos reported on the Student Affairs Committee. She pointed out the work SAC has done with the Academic Senate and the financial aid managers. Also, she informed the Board that the ASO officers were very concerned about three recent instances in which ASO presidents were either suspended or removed from office. Nancy Pearlman added her concern.

Gary Colombo reported on the “LA Compact,” a draft document calling for cooperation among various educational institutions and concerned parties. It’s being driven at this point by the Chamber of Commerce in an effort to increase business support for education. The Chancellor described it as an “apple pie and motherhood” sort of thing. A final document is expected in late May.

Larry Eisenberg gave an update on the energy plans for the district, given the passage of Measure J. He reviewed the various technologies that we are considering, including wind, geothermal, solar thermal, et al, in addition to the more common solar panels. He discussed various financing possibilities, including power purchase agreements and feed-in tariffs (whereby we would be paid for giving energy back to the grid). The Board members had some questions about costs, maintenance, and guarantees, among other things, but otherwise seemed very impressed. I pointed out that the task force charged by the Chancellor with assessing the feasibility of these proposals was approaching them with a degree of healthy skepticism. I added that we were planning on bringing in an outside, disinterested expert for assistance.

The Consent Calendar was approved after a series of questions (as always). The new culinary program at Harbor was saluted, and several students and their teacher were introduced. They brought bags of cookies for the Board and those at the front tables.

Comment

I attend the last hour of the monthly SAC meetings, so I’ve heard the students speak about the suspensions of ASO presidents at some length. They are very concerned. I pointed out to them that while this wasn’t a Senate matter per se, I couldn’t help but be concerned as a faculty member. It could have a very negative influence on anyone considering a run for office if they thought they would be suspended or permanently removed from office whenever they got out of line. I don’t know the particulars of the three cases we’ve heard about so far—at least, not too many—but it’s troubling. Nancy Pearlman attended one of these meetings, and she agreed. Her statement at the BOT was very strong.

The Energy Task Force is a whole story in itself. I will save that for the next newsletter, which I hope to write this afternoon, in fact. 

Sorry this is late. I drove to the airport to fly off to the Spring Plenary directly from this meeting, and it’s been hectic ever since.

David

