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   DAS Curriculum Committee Meeting

           December 14, 2007 


     MINUTES            

1. Members present: Sheri Berger, Katheen Bimber, David Beaulieu, Karen Daar, Linda Larson-Singer, Lauren Mc Kenzie, Said Pazirandeh, Maria Reisch, Lloyd Thomas, Deirdre Wood. Guest: Madelline Hernandez, Mission
2. Approval of the Agenda-the agenda was approved as amended.
3. Approval November 9, 2007 Minutes-moved, seconded and passed.

Old Business:
4. Discipline Day debriefing-the committee discussed the District Discipline committee. Kathleen thanked the Curriculum Chairs who were able to get away from their regular duties to facilitate a District Discipline Committee.  Kathleen felt this contributed tremendously to the successful completion of most of the tasks set for the day.  She also thanked Karen and Sheri for guiding the participants on the two main tasks of the day.  It was felt to be very successful with much work accomplished.  The committees completed the identification of appropriate minimum qualifications for each course except for Music due to the huge number of courses in that discipline.  Some committees began work on correcting units and hours for courses that do not meet the Carnegie Rule. The committee felt the minimum qualification changes should be distributed to all the discipline members and when completed should go through the local curriculum/senate approval process and on to EPAC for approval.  There was some discussion of an airing period. 
· The committee questioned whether it is possible to hire higher that the Non-Masters MQ that is identified for a course and if so, how does this affect the experience requirement. Is the experience in the discipline working in the field or in teaching the course?  Kathleen explained that the state identifies experience for the Non-MA as in the discipline working, not teaching a course. Therefore the candidate would probably have to satisfy the experience component even thought they have more education.  
· The DCC identified some discipline committees for the February 22nd District Discipline Day: Speech, Humanities, Environmental Science, Chemistry, English, ESL, History, Political Science, Life Sciences and Humanities. 
5. Non-Compliant Liberal Arts degree drafts-The subcommittee taskforce presented draft Liberal Arts degree to the committee for review and discussion.  These degrees need to be approved, sent to the state and received by July 1.   
6. Non-Credit Task Force Recommendations-Tabled to March DCC meeting to allow Chairs to continue discussions at their campuses.
New Business:

7. Non-Credit Task Force update-course outline, Dec.6 meeting feedback-Kathleen shared information from the December 6th meeting.  She asked the committee for their input on encouraging the Non-Credit Taskforce to establish a formal Non-Credit District Discipline committee since many curricular issues are currently being decided by non-faculty taskforce members.  DCC supported this idea as an important way to formalize a discipline that is growing in the District.  
8. English/ESL degree applicability-The discussion was tabled to the next meeting.
9.  Skill Awards and Title 5 changes-A short discussion on how the district will handle Skill Certificates took place.  Kathleen mentioned it was her understanding that the Skill Certificates may not be transcripted, but could still be offered to students. It was recommended that the Skill Certificates should stay in the catalog since these all have courses connected to them.  The committee agreed.
10. Innovative Curriculum: Sustainability and Huerta Labor Institute- D. Beaulier reported on the Sustainability project and asked District Curriculum Chairs to provide curricular guidance and direction in this next phase. 
11. Items from the Floor-
· Conflict resolution-A discussion began on a couple of new courses that are currently being challenged on a campus.  Sheri Berger shared the process used as Valley when there is a conflict over a course on her campus.  The committee strongly suggested that these conflict resolutions should be led by the faculty with the Curriculum Chair as the facilitator. 

· Reading Courses-A question was brought to the committee concerning the minimum qualifications for Reading courses. East created Reading 82, 84, 85 and 86 and listed the Minimum Qualifications for both Reading and English. Sheri Berger asked when this would take effect. 
12. The next District Curriculum meeting was confirmed for February 8, 2007 
13. The very tired, worn out committee adjourned at 4:00 PM
Respectfully submitted by

Kathleen Bimber, Chair

District Curriculum Committee 
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