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LACCD OFFICIALS APPLAUD CALIFORNIA GOVERNOR NEWSOM’S “MAY 
REVISE” BUDGET WITH FUNDING FOR FREE, SECOND-YEAR TUITION 

 

LOS ANGELES—LACCD officials today praised California Gov. Gavin Newsom for his leadership 
and support of community college students by including funding that will expand the Los Angeles 
College Promise program, and other similar programs throughout the state, to two full years of 
free tuition. 
 

Gov. Newsom, in his May Revision budget proposal for Fiscal Year 2019-20, not only provided 
funding for the second year of free tuition, but also allocated full funding for the new Student 
Centered Funding Formula that determines how community colleges receive annual budget 
allocations from the State. 
 

“Thank you so much Governor Newsom for your leadership in making LACCD and all of the 
state’s community colleges a budget priority.  Our Governor’s support means that AB 2, the 
proposed legislation by Assemblymember Miguel Santiago for free second-year tuition, can be 
successfully implemented.  AB 2 embraces the hopes and aspirations of our students in LACCD 
and throughout California,” LACCD Board President Mike Fong said. 
 

Assemblymember Santiago, https://a53.asmdc.org/, who announced the introduction of AB 2 at 
LACCD’s Los Angeles Trade-Technical College last December, said “Governor Newsom’s 
revised budget is a grand slam for California. I am especially thrilled to see an increase in funding 
to provide a second year of tuition-free community college for even more students.  We’re going 
to get AB 2 passed so our high schoolers won’t have to give up a college education just because 
they can’t afford it.” 
 

LACCD Chancellor Rodriguez, Ph.D., echoed the comments, adding “Governor Newsom’s 
forward-looking budget reaffirms and invests in the essential mission of our community colleges to 
provide a high quality, accessible and affordable higher education to all, regardless of zip code, 
skin color, economic background or immigration status.” 
 

In 2017, Los Angeles Mayor Eric Garcetti announced the start of the L.A. College Promise 
program, www.lacollegepromise.org, that guaranteed the first year of free tuition for all high 
school seniors graduating from the Los Angeles Unified School District (LAUSD) who then 
enrolled full time at one of LACCD’s nine colleges.  The local program helped generate statewide 
support for legislation providing free, first-year tuition at all of California’s community colleges 
under AB 19, also authored by Assemblymember Santiago. 

# # # 

About the Los Angeles Community College District 
LACCD (www.laccd.edu) is the nation’s largest community college district, educating about 250,000 
students annually at its nine colleges that serve the residents of more than 36 cities and communities from 
900 square miles of Los Angeles County.  Since 1969, the District has been providing an important learning 
pathway for students seeking transfer to four-year colleges or universities while also offering two-year 
degrees and certificated training programs to Southern California’s diverse workforce in many specialized 
trades and professions.  Follow us on Facebook, https://www.facebook.com/LACCD, @LACCD, and on 
Twitter, https://twitter.com/laccd @laccd and Instagram, https://www.instagram.com/laccd_edu/ 
@laccd_edu. 
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