
Amazon Partners with LACCD
LACCD’s nine colleges are partnering with 
Amazon Web Services to create a new, 15-unit 
cloud computing certificate program to train 
students with in-demand computing skills 
as part of the “California Cloud Workforce 
Project.” The District, plus 10 other Southern 
California community colleges, are part of 
the nation’s first regional partnership to meet 
the burgeoning demand for skilled workers 
in the rapidly expanding cloud computing 
sector. In Los Angeles County alone, 
economic forecasts show more than 12,000 
new IT-related jobs will need to be filled in the 
next five years. More info at:
http://www.elac.edu/newsandevents/news-
feed/2018/awsImagine2018.htm

C I T Y  •  E A S T  •  H A R B O R  •  M I S S I O N  •  P I E R C E  •  S O U T H W E S T  •  T R A D E - T E C H  •  V A L L E Y  •  W E S T

TOP STORIES

NEWS AND TOP STORIES FROM THE LOS ANGELES COMMUNITY COLLEGE DISTRICT

FALL 2018

LACCD.EDU

P R E M
I E R

I S S U EDISTRICT 
QUART ERLY

Welcome Back!

Back to School with L.A. College Promise
The word is out: free tuition is a hit at LACCD’s nine colleges! Preliminary 
enrollment numbers from the first week of the Fall 2018 term show there 
has been about a 25-percent increase in students enrolled via the L.A. 
College Promise program over last year’s enrollment numbers. For Fall 2018, 
about 5,000 students have enrolled full-time to receive free tuition under 
the L.A. College Promise program, now in its second year. That number 
is up by about 1,000 students from the 4,000 who took advantage of the 
program when it first began in Fall 2017. To qualify, L.A. College Promise 
students must enroll full time at an LACCD college beginning in the fall 
term, taking between 12 to 15 units per semester. They also must participate 
in summer transition sessions immediately prior to the Fall semester; take a 
structured educational schedule including required classes and participate 
in success coaching. For more information, visit: lacollegepromise.org

A special “Topping Out” ceremony for the two-story, 27,000-square-foot, $16 
million School of Science building at Los Angeles Southwest College (LASC) 
was celebrated Aug. 13, 2018 once the steel framework was completed. Los 
Angeles Community College District Board of Trustees President Mike Fong, 
Chancellor Francisco C. Rodriguez, Ph.D., and LASC President Seher Awan, 
Ed.D., attended a ceremonial beam signing. When finished in Fall 2019, the 
building will feature classrooms, lab space and an outdoor observation deck.

AB 3101 Update; Streamlining the Application Process
New, pending legislation to streamline the application process for admission into California’s 
community colleges was unanimously approved by the State Legislature on Aug. 30, 2018 and 
is now at Governor Brown’s desk for his signature. Assembly Bill 3101 (Carrillo), sponsored by 
LACCD, will help simplify the community college application process for all in the state. It could 
also have a significant positive impact on enrollments within the District where an estimated 
10,000 student applications per year are not completed due to the complexity of the process.

NASA, NSF Grants Announced for LACCD Colleges
Federal grants were recently awarded to East Los Angeles College (ELAC), Los Angeles Mission 
College and Los Angeles Pierce College. Five-year, $1.6 million National Science Foundation (NSF) 
award to ELAC to help students who are U.S. veterans complete Science, Technology, Engineering 
and Math (STEM) two-year degrees and transfer to four-year institutions. http://www.elac.edu/
newsandevents/news-feed/2018/stemDept-PressRelease.htm. Five-year, $1.3 million NSF grant to 
Mission College to increase student success rates for biology majors. http://www.lamission.edu/
news/newsitem.aspx?id=373. A 15-month, $314,000 NASA grant to Pierce—its first-ever NASA 
grant—expanding space science learning and five paid internships for students at NASA’s Jet 
Propulsion Laboratory.

The Fall 2018 term is in full swing and 
everywhere I visited, the welcome 
to all of our new and returning 
students, faculty and staff has been 
heart-warming and inspirational. As 
Chancellor, I’m very proud to see, 
hear and feel your excitement as our 
2018–19 Academic Year begins.

We are now in the second year of the L.A. College Promise 
Program, thanks to Assembly Bill 19, and thousands more 
of our students are able to use this life-changing catalyst 
to receive free tuition. In fact, preliminary enrollment 
numbers show we’ve had a 25 percent increase in free 
tuition recipients this year.

I hope you enjoy our new “District Quarterly” newsletter 
that highlights important information about our colleges 
and the District. Also, please join me for a “Chat with the 
Chancellor” that I’ll be hosting prior to our monthly Board 
of Trustees meetings. The first “Chat” is at 10:30 a.m. at 
City College’s Herb Alpert Music Center.
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The Los Angeles County Sheriff’s Department (LASD), 
Los Angeles Police and Fire departments coordinated a well-
planned, unified command exercise at Pierce College on Aug. 23, 
2018 to train more than 100 first-responders should the need be 
real at any of LACCD’s nine colleges.

It’s part of the overall strategy by the LACCD Board of Trustees, 
Chancellor Rodriguez and the college presidents that safety 
for students, faculty, staff and visitors is a top priority. LASD 
provides police security at all District facilities and rotates 
training like this at all of the colleges. The District is also doing 
its part too with a comprehensive effort to upgrade all door 
locks and security cameras at LACCD buildings with scheduled 
completion in 2019.

Remember, if you see something, say something by calling 
9-1-1. https://local.nixle.com/alert/6763746/ and http://www.
laccd.edu/Chancellor/Documents/Chancellors%20Directives/
chancellors-directive-185.pdf

Successful Emergency Training at Los Angeles Pierce College

First responders from the Los Angeles County Sheriff’s Department, 
and the City of Los Angeles Police and Fire departments train 
together at L.A. Pierce College exercise.
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BuildLACCD strives to provide modern 
facilities that attract and retain the best 

faculty who educate and prepare students 
for the jobs and careers of the 21st century. 
To date, more than 660 projects have been 

completed, including 40 LEED certified 
academic and administrative buildings.

 » LACCD is the largest community college 

district in the nation.

 » The District’s nine colleges serve the residents 
of more than 36 cities and communities from 
about 900 square miles of Los Angeles County.

 » An average of about 250,000 full- and 
part-time students per year are educated 
at LACCD’s nine colleges.

 » L.A. College Promise Program offering 
free tuition enters second year in Fall 2018 
with 25 percent jump in participants now 
at 5,000 students.

 » For first time ever, West Los Angeles College, 
in June 2018 awarded 29 four-year bachelor’s 

degrees in dental hygiene, the most bachelor’s 
degrees awarded by any community college in 
California in 2018.

 » LA Weekly names East L.A. College’s Vincent 

Price Art Museum and L.A. Pierce College’s 

Art and Architecture Gallery two of the top 15 
college art galleries in Southern California.

 » East L.A. College ranked Number 2 among 
two-year colleges on the “Top 100 Colleges 

and Universities for Hispanics” by 
The Hispanic Outlook on Education’s 2018 
annual rankings.

 » Other LACCD colleges receiving rankings 
for two-year colleges include Pierce, #25, 

City, #26, Trade-Tech, #27, Valley, #28, 

Mission, #35 and Harbor, #76.

 » During the 2016–2017 Academic Year, LACCD 
distributed $262 million in financial aid 

awards, excluding loans.

 » LACCD is the leading educator of Latina and 

African American students in California. 
LACCD educates nearly 2 times more 
Latino students and 2 times more African 
American students than all of the UC 
campuses combined.

 » During the 2016–2017 academic school year, 
LACCD awarded 395 Associate Degrees and 
449 Certificates to U.S. Veterans. LACCD 
colleges enroll about 4,000 Veterans per 
year returning to college.

LACCD AT-A-GLANCE
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