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Dolores Huerta Labor Institute Faculty Action Committee Meeting Minutes 

Date: Friday, May 3, 2013 

Time: 10am-12pm 

Location: Aspen Hall 501 

 

Attending: 

Glen Britton (LACC) 

Haydee Urita-Lopez (ELAC) 

Ian Ruskin (Guest-Director of Harry Bridges Project) 

Kenadi Le (DHLI) 

Lou Siegel (LATTC) 

Mitra Hoshiar (Pierce) 

Natalina Montiero (ELAC) 

Shigueru Tsuha (DHLI) 

Vivian Price (CSUDH) 

Zack Knorr (LAVC) 

 

Meeting started at 10:15am 

 

Agenda: 
1.     Introductions –name, college, discipline 

The committee went through introductions. 

 

2.     Ian Ruskin – Harry Bridges Project presentation 

Ian introduced himself and gave some background about Harry Bridges.  He has 2 one-man 

plays, one about Harry Bridges and the ILWU and a second about Thomas Paine.  Ian 

performs the plays for unions, colleges, high schools.  He read feedback from students 

about the Harry Bridges and Thomas Paine plays.  Both performances are multimedia. Ian 

would love to do the plays at more community colleges.  The plays have 2 versions.  One is 

45-50 minutes and another is between 55-70 minutes.  There is Q&A afterwards. The 

websites for the plays are:  TheHarryBridgesProject.org and TheLifeofThomasPaine.org.  

There are lesson plans designed for 12th grade high school, but Ian had feedback that they 

also work for community college level.  He starts with issues in Harry’s life, such as 

government surveillance.  Another one is about patriotic song writing, where the students 

listen to God Bless America and This Land is Your Land and discuss and consider which 
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songs are patriotic and which songs are not.  Their homework is to write a song about how 

they feel about America.  The research is all done on the internet.  The lessons have sites to 

go through and they are structured.  They are all free.  The lesson plans all stand on their 

own, but the idea is that Ian could come do a play before the lesson.  Ian is performing the 

plays the last two weeks of May and June.  Tickets are $20, if you put in the code “union” 

they are $15.  $10 for students, seniors or the unemployed. 

www.brownpapertickets.com/profile/63869  or call 800-838-3006  to get tickets.  Search 

“Harry Bridges” or “Thomas Paine”.  An ideal audience would be between 100-200.  The 

space should be intimate.  It creates a stronger experience if it is not held in a big 

auditorium. 

 

Natalina and Zack express interest in having the play at their colleges. 

 

Shigueru adds that Linda Tubach has a simulation about the ILWU strike, so this could be a 

whole program. The cost of the event is $1,000.  DHLI is originally thinking of doing 1 event 

next year.  As of now, the District is not giving DHLI more money and DHLI is working with 

the money we have in terms of planning our projects. 

 

Vivian Price suggests doing this at the high schools as well and CSUDH could help.  The 

ILWU contract is up in 2014.  She suggests getting funding from unions. 

 

3.     Review of spring 2013 

a.     Review of accomplishments 

Shigueru went over highlights of DHLI’s events this semester.  By the end of the 

semester DHLI will have a total of 52 events completed.  This number does not 

include all the speakers Lou brings into his classes this semester.  This semester, 

DHLI will have reached 1400 students.  By the end, DHLI will have reached about 

4000 students from all of DHLI’s events, not counting students reached through the 

labor courses.  Shigueru points out that DHLI needs to do something about African 

Americans and Labor in the last 2 years and would like the FAC to keep that in mind 

for planning events next year.  Also, DHLI has not done enough with local unions 

and would like the FAC to consider that in planning.  

 

Zack suggests connecting with the Black Worker Center. 

 

http://www.brownpapertickets.com/profile/63869
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Lou Siegel suggests looking into a book by Jack Sides about the African American 

working class and try to find Jack Sides.  He teaches at CSUN. 

 

b.     Labor Month 

                                        i.  Labor, Immigration & Education 

 

 Shigueru gives an update about the California Labor History Month event 

at ELAC.  DHLI is having an exhibit at the Vincent Price Art Museum donated 

from the CFT called the 100 Years of Labor.  There is also an event about 

Labor, Immigration and Education. There is also a display of student short 

videos. 

 

4.     Planning for fall 2013 

a.     Labor StEP 

                                        i.  Review of spring 2013 

Glen gives an update about his StEP project. Natalina will be doing a 

project  

for Labor History Month. 

1.     What worked, what could be done better? 

Shigueru asks if everyone has an understanding of what L-StEP.  Vivian 

asks for a summary of all the L-StEP events.  Shigueru reviews all the StEP 

events from May.      

2.     Quick review of parameters 

Shigueru goes over what L-StEP is.  The event has to be about labor and it 

has to be educational.  Students must be substantially involved in one or 

more aspects of the event.  The students must do something that directly 

contributions to the event, such as creating the posters for it or handling 

the logistics.  Assigning students a paper to do after the event would not 

satisfy StEP because it does not result in students contributing directly to 

the event.  An L-StEP event must also capture an audience beyond the 

classroom.  The event is supposed to be open and marketed to the entire 

campus.  It is not something that happens only in one classroom.  

Successful turnout is about double the number of students in your class.  

The bigger the speaker, the larger the audience. 
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                                      ii.  Commitments for fall 2013 

1.     At least 9 commitments 

Shigueru asks for commitments. 

 

Natalina and Zack volunteer. Glen will do one if History 81 goes 

through.  Vivian agreed to work with any college near the South Bay 

(Harbor, Southwest), WLAC and LATTC and Haydee will talk to the 

English Department faculty to collaborate with Natalina’s event.  Lou 

volunteers to do something with Vivian at LATTC. 

 

Shigueru encourages faculty to collaborate with other faculty when 

doing StEP. 

 

b.     Collective Bargaining Educational Project (CBEP) 

                                        i.  12 with Linda (priority for new folks and non-

NLRB/CB simulations.  Rest with DHLI 

 Shigueru states that DHLI has done about 25 collective bargaining 

projects.  There are some changes for next year.  Linda is stepping back from 

CBEP.  DHLI will be filling in.  Linda did about 20 this year, next year she can 

only commit to doing only about 12.  Vivian is interested in learning how to 

do them.  Linda will prioritize simulations with faculty who have not done 

them before.  Shigueru asks for commitments.   Natalina, Zack and Haydee 

are interested. 

 

c.      Voices & Images 

                                        i.  Any events going on in fall 2013 

 Shigueru asks the FAC if there are any events that DHLI can collaborate 

with.  Haydee informs the FAC that the adjuncts are having their district-

wide regional meeting where DHLI can make an announcement.  Zack is 

trying the SKYPE classroom with the Nicauraguan workers. 

 

 Shigueru talks about the Labor, Social and Environmental Justice Fair at 

CSUDH.  It works well with Puente programs.  It didn’t happen this year, but 

Darren Cifarelli from LASC is interested in it.  Natalina expressed interest.  

The event takes place on the 3rd Thursday in April.  Haydee volunteers to 
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help.  

 

 Vivian shared that this year they had Theater of the Oppressed with high 

school students.  There were some community colleges from Harbor College 

and El Camino College.  The students won event of the year.  The college is 

helping a lot more and is interested in bringing community college students.  

 

d.     Course Development 

                                        i.  Philosophy of Labor (Zack) 

Zack is teaching philosophy of labor in Fall 2013 

 

                                      ii.  Sociology of Labor (Kristine) 

     No updates from Kristine.   

 

                                     iii.  Opportunities to develop courses?  Volunteers? 

 Shigueru states that the main courses DHLI want to push forward are 

History 81/82, Sociology 35, and Philosophy of Labor.   

 

 Natalina suggests asking Eileen for getting Sociology 35 at ELAC.  Natalina 

will also look into getting getting a Political Science of Labor course 

developed. 

 

 Haydee will check with the Chicano Studies Department at ELAC to do a 

new course at ELAC. 

 

 Mitra said she will connect with Robyn Fishman about bringing labor 

history at Pierce.  She shared that she chairs the Diversity Committee at 

Pierce.  She thinks their next event could tie diversity to labor and get Robyn 

involved.  This is a campus-wide event and we could invite faculty from 

different campuses.  Pierce could have something that would be 

professional development for faculty.  Diversity Day is on May 1 every year.  

For next semester, the committee was thinking of doing something for 

faculty and staff to include everyone.  Next committee meeting is on May 9.  

It happens on the 2nd Thursday of each month.  We can set up something 

September and DHLI can join.  
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e.     Fall 2013 theme 

                                        i.  Is it a good idea to have a theme? 

                                      ii.  When and how should the theme be chosen? 

                                     iii.  How do we use the theme? 

 

 Shigueru asks of the FAC thinks it is a good idea a to have a theme.  Does 

it still seem like a good idea to have a theme?  Does it make sense to pick a 

theme far in advance or wait until closer to the semester when a hot topic 

appears. 

 

 Vivian suggests a theme about criminalization. 

 

 Zack thinks that it would be useful to have a theme that is practically 

connected with the labor movement.  Zack provides the example being the 

ILWU contract negotiations, or the Walmart workers’ campaign. Zack 

suggests DHLI can chose the theme.  If we do a theme about social justice 

and the supply chain, DHLI should get the unions informed and involved so 

they know what is DHLI doing.  

 

 Natalina would like to know earlier what the theme so she can plan.  

Suggests having subcategories and keeping the theme general so people can 

pick something they want to do. 

 

 The FAC discusses a theme about social justice and the supply chain/labor 

and logistics. 

  

 Glen talked to someone about privatization of an elementary school this 

morning and suggests privatization as a theme.   

 

 Lou stated that it appears there wasn’t great value in doing a theme last 

year.   

  

 The FAC has a discussion about it and decides to pick the theme of social 

justice and the supply chain.  
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       5.     Program Review 

   

 DHLI will be undergoing program review and would like volunteers to 

form our program review committee.  Natalina will think about being on our 

program review committee.  Zack agreed to join the committee. 

  

6.     Set Fall 2013 meeting date 

  We will set one on a Friday morning.  


